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.CRA Backs Nixon

i

---Heavy Lobbying

By Sydney Kossen
Palitical Editor

A great deal of hotel corri-
dor pleading and hospitality

«. room lobbying went into the

California Republican As-
sembly’s endorsement of
President Nixon.

In addition, the conserva-
tive delegates and guests at
the weekend ‘convention in
Palo Alto were urged to help
re-elect Nixon by Vice Presi-
dent  Agnew, Governor Rea-
gan, Sen. Barry Goldwater
and former Deputy Defense
Secretary David Packard.

. _.~Among those working be-
“hind the scenes was Lyn
Nofziger, the President’s

California campaign manag-
er and former communica-
tions director for hoth Gov-
ernor Reagan and, more re-

cently, the Republican Na-
tional Committee.

14 Votes Short

California’s oldest grass-
roots Republican organiza-
tion voted 211 to 86 yester-
day to support Nixon after a
two - hour debate in the Ca-
bana Hyatt House.

Hard - core backers of
Rep. John M. Ashbrook of
Ohio fell 14 votes short of
blocking the endorsement,
which  required a two-
thirds vote.

“T am nol in total agree-
ment with the President hut

. it is easier to work with
a Republican President than
it is with a Democral, and
when T think of the alterna-
tives on the other side, it
really gives me a chill,”
said Goldwater in a wire
read to the convention by
CRA past president Robert
Barkell of Berkeley.

Ashbrook, the President’s
only opponent in the June 6
California G OP primary,
made a personal plea for
CRA support.

CRA Race

“The time for fun and
games, the time for pressur-
ing the President is past. It
is tremendously important
that we endorse the Presi-
dent,” said Dick Darling of
Riverside, who earlier had
leaned toward Ashbrook.

Darling was a candidaie
for CRA president. Some
saw his declaration of alle-
giance to Nixon as an at-
tempt to siphon votes away
from his leading opponent,
Don Pretzer of Thousand
Oaks, who had shunned the
Ashbrook camp.

Pretzer won. The 40 year

Nixon’s Own
District Vored
Against Him

Delegates from President
Nixon's own congressional
district voted 19 to 5 against
his endorsement at the CRA
convention yestierday in
Palo Aloto.

No nne seemed surprised.
San Clemente is in the 35th
Congressional District. rep-
resented by  John @ G.

Schmitz, a John Birch Socie- .

ty member and the only
state or federal lawmaker
on the Ashbrook-pledged
presidential slate on the pri-
mary ballot.

old aerospace' physicist also
defeated .John Kosha, an Or-
ange County Ashbrook back-
er.

Anather Group

Ashbrook is expected to he

endorsed nex!t month in San

Jose at the convention of an-
other volunteer group, Unit-
ed Republicans of Califor-
nia, whose state chairman,
Walter Hintzen of Santa
Barbara calls Nixon a so-
cialist.

The CRA’s endorsement
statement praises Nixon for
“‘courageous efforts in deal-
ing with the broad spectrum
of international and domes-
tric issues” but pleads for a
change of direction of wel-
fare, revenue sharing and
deficit spending.




