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T OTHIS beginning of the 1972 presiden-
T tal campaign, Mr. Nixon appeared
to be in trouble — plagued by the war in
Vietnam along with unemployment, nfla-
i &)H d.]d a host of other ills at howme.
pady te write Mr. Nixon off
iy sstimated  his brilliance in
evolving campaign strategies to fit the sit-
uabion.

While his opponents were

orimly slog-
New Hamp-

ging (hrough the snows of
shire, shaking a hand here and a hand

there. Mr. Nixon's unerving political in-
stinet took him directly to where the votes
were - Peking.

The contrast between the two tech-
niques was } particularly startiing on televi-

sion. There’d be a 30-second shot of one or

another of hls bundled-up. frosty-nosedop-
porents grumbling about this or that. Then
there'd be 235
smiling

minutes of a relaxed and
Nixon posing confidently before a
Clake. a Ming Tomb or a Great

the volers didn’t learn niuch
they learned alot about

\m! while
aboutl the issues.

lakes, tombs and walls. 1t was education-
al. entertaining and Mr. Nixon, needless

tr say, won the New Hampshire primary
i a landslhide.
* * *
\\3 OR WAS the lesson lost on Mr. Nixon.
AN As soon as he returned home and an-
alvzed the results, he announced he would
v to Russia on May 22— which just hap-
pened Lo be the day before the critical
g Eoprimary.

iried

ek later. the White House happily
that the President would visit
Canada on April 13, And while Canada
was perhaps not as iwportavt as Chines
and Russia. neither werse the Massachu-
sells and Emmw vania primaries which
swould be next on the list.

Al so it went, By June. as his harried
ronenls were seurryving all over Califor-
ch of votes. Mr. Nixon was quiet-
ing in Jogjakarta. His words,

Arthur &%@é@@%}

1 have always liked to foxtrot,” while
being entertained by a group of topless
Balinese dancing girls, received the high-
est television raling of any Presidential
speech in history.
At the GOP ¢
confident President

Convention in August. a
pledged in his accept-

ance ‘speech: 1 .shal. campaign in all 50
(o\mhms 7 And he immediately flew off

Pharsala. Philippi. Phoenicia and other
}:)l'wtogenic spots to win votes.

Meanwhile, the Dewmocrats had nomi-
nated  Senator Kennedy. who also had
scrupulously avoided appearing in the pri
maries and who also had thus scrupulous-
ly avoided boring or alienating the vast
television audience.

But Mr. Kennedy. through d[)})d“xm,
poor planning. insisted on campamgmngm
places like Philadelphia. Phoenix and
Phleger’s Phalls, Towa, not to mention
hundreds of other places nobody cared Lo
look at.

By November. the issue was hardly
dou Indeed Mr. Nixon was alres dy
planning to telecast his election night vic-
tory speech directly from Kathmandu.
where he was waging a last-minute drive
to get oul the GOP vote.

The turning point came when Mr. Ken-
nedy. cut of sheer desperation. delivered
his now-historic address: “If elected,” he
promised. “I shall go around the world {or
four yvears!”

* ks *
TE CONCEPT of a handsome Presi-
dent bringing educational. entertain-
ing television viewing frowm the glamor
spots of the globe )1‘0\/f‘d irresistible. it
as Kennedy in a sh(_,J—m. Nor. as good as
his wm‘dA was he ever seen in Washington

I\Jm once in four years did television
viewers have their favorite programs
pre-empted by a grim President natterving
about the rierve-m'acking issues of the
day. How happy they were! It's a wonder
no one (.h sught of it sooner




