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WASHINGTON, March 20—
Senator J. W. Fulbright threat-
ened today to block congres-
sional action on the United
States Information Agency’s
budget unless the agency re-
versed its refusal to supply a
planning document to the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee.

At the same time, Senator
Fulbright, the committee chair-
man chcarged that the agency
was directly opposing and un-
dermining President Nixon’s

policy of negotiation, not con-
frontation, with Communist na-
tions.

The Fulbright threat came as
Frank Shakespeare, the agen-
cy’s director, appeared before
the committee in support of
legisaltion to authorize a $200-
million budget for the agency
in the fiscal year beginning
July 1.

During the hearing, Senator
Fulbright, Democrat of Arkans-
as, disclosed that the agency,
in response to a committee
staff request in early February,
had refused to supply the com-
mittee with various country-

program memoranda and plan-
ning papers that are used in

drafting the agency’s budget.
Joining the chairman in criti-
cizing the agency for this re-
fusal was Senator Clifford P.
Case, Republican of New Jer-
sey, who observed that the
committee could not pass on
the agency’s budget request
unless it had access to basic
information about the program.
An ‘Executive Decision’

Mr. Shakespeare, defending

what he described as “an ex-

ecutive decision,” argued that
the documents were “unevalu-

ated” working papers from of-
ficers in various countries and
they did not represent official|:
agency policy. If they were|.
made available to Congress, he|
argued, “It would stifle every-|
body” and “all you would get
from the field would be mush.”

In a letter last Thursday to
Senator Fulbright, Mr. Shakes-
peare argued that withholding
the documents was in line with
an executive order on secrecy
issued by President Nixon the
day before. In the order, the
stated purpose of which was
to reduce Government classifi-
cation of documents, Mr. Nixon
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held that “internal working
papers” on foreign policy could
be withheld from Congress on
the ground of executive privi-
lege.

New Legislative Authority

Senator Fulbright said that
he found it “difficult to recon-
:ile” the information agency’s
secrecy with a statement in
a Presidential message accom-
panying the executive order,
saying that “when information
which properly belongs to the
people is systematically with-
held by those in power, the peo-
ploe soon become ignorant of

their own affairs, distrustful of
those who manage them and
eventually incapable of deter-
mining their own destinies.”
This year, the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee has new au-
thority to compel the State
Department and the - United
States Information Agency to
provide inforamtion, under an
amendment to this year’s for-
eign aid act, The State Depart-
ment and the agency must get
authorization for their budgets
from the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee and the House
Foeign Affairs Committee,
Senator Fulbright made it

clear that he was prepared to
invoke that authority.

In support of his contention
that the agency is following
the cold-war line that envisions
“monolithic, conspiratorial com-
munism,” Senator Fulbright
cited a policy memorandum is-
sued by Mr. Shakespeare last
June 21. It told ‘his agency of-
fices to make a “major effort”
to mark the 10th anniversary
of the Berlin Wall by empha-
sizing that “Communist socie-
ties inevitably turn into pris-
ons.”

The Senator also noted that
the agency’s policy directive for

Colombia states that a major
objective of its program there
should be to “alert Colombians
to the dangeers of Communist
solutions of national problems.”




