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WASHINGTON, Feb. 15—Col-
umnist Jack Anderson asserted
today that the Nixon Admin-
istration had erroneously con-
cluded that a rear admiral was
the source of secret documents
leaked to him about the Ameri-
can role in the recent Indian-
Pakistani war.

At a news conference in
New York Mr. Anderson said
the admiral, Robert O. Welan-
der, had been “banished” from
the Pentagon to sea duty be-
cause the White House, on the
basis of information from the
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, thought he was the source
of the leaks.

“But the information will
keep coming because they
plugged the wrong leak,” Mr.
Anderson said. “The FB.I. got
the wrong man. I never have
talked to Welander. He gave
me nothing. His career is ruined
because the F.BI. made a
mistake.”

‘Hardly a Demotion’

Jerry W. Friedheim, Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defense
in charge of public affairs, de-
clined to discuss Mr. Anderson’s
remarks. He said “no com-
ment” when asked a series of
questions dealing with the sub-
stance of Mr. Anderson’s
assertions.

The Pentagon did confirm
that Admiral Welander, who is
47 years old, had been trans-
ferred on Feb. 1 from a job in
the Office of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff to the post of com-
mander of a Cruiser-Destroyer
Flotialla 6, based in Charleston.
S. C. A Navy Department source
isaid that such a flotilla usually
consisted of about a dozen
ships and “could hardly be
called @ demotion” for Admiral
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Welender, who achieved his
rank last July.

He is to report to his new
post on March 1 and the De-
fense Department sad he was
on leave, “whereabouts un-
known.” No one asnwered the
phone at.his last listed resi-
dence, in Alexandria, Va., out-
side Washington.

At the afternoon news brief-
ing, Ronald L. Zigler, the White
House press secretary, said that
Admiral Welander had served
as the liaison officer between
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and
the White House, but he re-
fused to discuss a series of
questions pertaining to Mr. An-
derson’s charges.

President Nixon said at a
news conference last week that
“we have a lot of circumstan-
tial evidence” on the identity
of the source of the leaked .
documents, but he added that
as a lawyer, he did not con-
sider it adequate to take to
court,

Minutes for the Pentagon

Mr. Anderson, in a telephone
interview this evening, said
that Admiral Welander’s staff
was responsible for preparing
for the Pentagon the minutes
of the Washington Special Ac-
tion Group of the National Se-
curity Council, which met
throughout the Indian-Pakistani
crisis.

‘Some of the documents were
published in part by Mr. An-
derson and made available by
him to other newspapers, but
he repeated that Admiral Wel-
ander had had nothing to do
with leaking them to him.

Asked if he was willing to
take a lie-detector test, he said
he was.

Mr, Anderson’s columns in
December and January carried

Special Action groups meet-
ings but from secret cablegrams
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and intelligence estimates dur-
ing the Indian-Pakistani war.
They disclosed strong anti-In-
dian bias the Administration,
which had "accused India cf
starting the war.

Henry A. Kissinger, the
President’s adviser on national
seeurity affairs, who conducted
the meetings, was quoted in
the minutes as saying that Mr.
Nixon wanted a definite “tilt”

in  American policy toward|

Pakistan.

The documents also indicated
that the State and Defense De-
partments did not share Mr.
Kissinger’s conviction that In-
dia planned to crush West
Pakistan once East Pakistan,
now known as Bangladesh, fell.

Publication of the Anderson
papers helped stir a political
controversy here over the wis-
dom of the Administration’s
pro-Pakistan policy—a dispute
that persists.

Mr. Anderson, who said he
had “several sources” for his
secret documents, related that
his sources had informed him
that Admiral Welander was
“purged” as a result of the
F.B.I investigation.
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