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WASHINGTON, Feb. 10—

President Nixon sought today
to reassure President Nguyen
Van Thieu about his intentions
at the Paris peace talks and .
simultaneously to warn North |
Vietnam that the allies would -
make no new offers until Hanoi
responded to his latest pro-
posal. . i
| “Under no circumstances ar !
we going to negotiate with ofir |

News conference transcript
appears on Page 20

enemy in a way that underciits
our ally,” he told reporters at
an impromptu conference in his
office. “Nor will we negotiate
over the heads of our ally with
our enemies to overthrow our
ally.”

Directing his comments to
the North Vietnamese, the Pres-
ident continued:

“We are ready to negotiate a
‘settlement. The next step is up
to the enemy. Our proposal is
on the table and it is going to

stand. there until we get a |

reply from them.” [Question 4,
Page 16.]

Setting of Date Put Off .

Earlier in the day ‘at the
Vietnam peace talks in- Paris
the United States refused ‘to
agree to a date for the npext
session, accusing the North
Vietnamese of organizing
three-day international ra 1y
ibeginning tomorrow in nearby
Versailles in support of .the
Communist; rpeace  proposals,
[Page 17.7°°

Mr. Nixon summoned report-
ers to his Oval Office at 4 P.M.
o discuss arrangements for his
trip. to China. Standing behind
his desk with the afternoon
sun slanting across the floor
behind him, he fielded ques-
tions on a wide range of issues
and made the following points:
QHe will depart for China
next Thursday and will spend
two days in Hawaii and one in
Guam before arriving Monday
on the Chinese mainland.
QHe will defer any decision
on the recognition of the new:
state of Bangladesh, formerly
East Pakistan, until after his
return from China. Future
United States policy toward the
subcontinent will be “pro-sindi-
an, pro-Bengalese, pro-Pa}gi'étan,
but mostly pro-peace.” [Q 9]
q He has decided against any
new taxes or tax indreases

this year. Although he i:itends
to submit a program to réplace
locai{pr@perty taxes, the value-
added tax would be used for
this imrpose only if a formula
could be devised that would |
make it less regressive.

- @'He has ordered a study to

|determine whether a Constitu-

tional amendment or legislation
—_— £

Continued on Page 21, Column 1

is ;;Eeded to negate the trend
of recent Federal court deci-
sioi;glrequi'ring extensive busing
" to aehieve integration.

. President Nixon’s news-con-
ference remarks came in re-;

ponse to a question abou.t;
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for 'the delegation, in Paris
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ARRIVE FOR VIETNAM TALKS: William J. Porter, chief
US. delegate, left, and Stephen J. Ledogar, spokesman

yvesterday. Mr. Porter ac-

cused the North Vietnamese of organizing a leftist gath-

ering in nearby Versailles to put pressure on negotiators.

President’s Thieu’s unhappiness
with a statement by Secretary
of State William P. Rogers Feb.
3 that the United States would
be “flexible” on the timing of
Mr, Thiew’s resignation as part
of a peace agreement with
North Vietnam. d
Speaking on Vietnamese tele-
vision, Mr. Thieu objected to
the secretary’s remarks as “a
serious violation of Vietnamese
sovereignty” and said that
South Vietnam would make no
further concessions at Paris.
_As part of the eight-point
proposal put forward by Presi-
dent Nixon on Jan. 25, Mr.
Thieu offered to resign a month
before new elections in South
Vietnam and turn the adminis-
tration of the country over to
a caretaker government. It was
on this aspect of the proposal
that Mr. Rogers said the United
States would be willing to ne-
gotiate if the other side dis-
played “good faith” in the talks.
Apparently seeking to soothe

lwe make any proposals—par-

Mr. Nixon described the offer
as @ “very statesmanlike” one
that shows Mr. Thieu’s “devo-
tion to breaking the political
deadlock in the negotiations.”
[Quéstion 0O.]

The President conceded that
the remarks by Secretary
Rogers had caused a “misunder-
standing” between Washington
and Saigon. In an effort to re-

Only Joint Proposals

He ‘added that President
Thieu knew this and that “he
knows now that there will' be
no new proposals made unless
it is a joint proposal.”

Asked if he planned to con-
sult shortly with President
Thieu, who, in his television ap-
pearance yesterday, called for
a meeting Mr. Nixon said: “We

solve it, he pledged that “any
future proposals we make wiil
b& joint proposals of ,
Governments of South Vietriam
and the United States.”
“Under no circumstances will

ticularly on the political issues
that are primarily theirs to
make — without consultation
with and the agreement of the
Government of South Vietnam,”
he said.

Mr. Nixon maintained that
this had been the case with
all the offers the allied side had

Mr, . Thieu, Mr. Nixon observed;
that the resignation offer had,
been suggested by the SQuthj
Vietnamese leader in the first;
place. v :

put forward in Paris, including
the eight-point proposal that
was first submitted to the
North Vietnamese in secret-last
October.

already have. We are in con-
stant consultation with him.”
" The answer seemed unlikely
to satisfy Mr. Thieu, who Ad-
ministration sources say has re-
peatedly asked for a meeting
with Mr. Nixon. The two Presi-
dents last met in Saigon in
July, 1969. Despite his recent
public statements of support
for Mr. Thieu, the sources said
they doubted that President
Nixon would favor a meeting
in the near future. i




