nissinger vs. Press Strain Grows

By Tom Littlewood

WASHINGTON — (CST)
When mnational security ad-
visor Henry Kissinger is rid-
ing on President Nixon’s
plane and wants to use the
lavatory at the rear, he has
t0 walk past the seats re-
served for the vpress pogl. ”

There isn't room for all the
reporters, so a pool of five is
chosen by the White House
on a rotating basis to repre-
sent the others. One newspa-
per correspondent is: as-
signed  to the pool, Whl(,h
share its news with the loth-
ers in the press party r1d1ng
on other planes.

Returning from the Azares
Tuesday, pool member David
Kraslow, Washington by

chief of the Los Anggles

Times, thought it would be |!
helpful if Kissinger clarified
the two days of discussions
with iFrench Pr e51dent
Georges Pompidou.

‘Deep Background’
Kissinger agreed.
At his request, part of the

discussion was to be ‘“‘deep
background’: That is, thelin-
formation could hot be attr

uted to any Admlmstratl Y
official by name,

Later, a typewritten sum-
mary “of his remarks was
presented to Kissinger for his
editing. Some minor revi-
sions were made.

It was in this fashion that
the other correspondents
vere informed later that Kis-
inger had said not for attri-
jution, that “if the Russians
rontinue to deliberately en-
lourage military actions (by
ndia in Pakistan), a new
ook might have to be taken
at the President’s summltrv
plans.”

Abuse of Tactlc

The . use of “background-
rs”’ by government offlclals
ho want to elictdate™their
iews twithouut a ng re-
ponsibility for them is a sore
oint among journalists.

lany of them feel the system |

_at White House press secre-:
-tary Ronald Ziegler’s morn-

has.been abused by the Nixon
Admlmstla ion on gravélis.
sues involving world peace.

Last week, Kisginger con-
.ducted a long “background”
iexplanation of U.S. policy to-
ward India and Pakistan. A
statement;;that was later re-
printed in~the.Congressional
: Record by Sen. Barry Gold-"
water, (R-Ariz.), who nameed
thesource.

Afters Tuesday's pool re-
ports had been mimeo-
graphed and circulated, the |
Washington Post published a
story yesterday 1den‘f1fy1n?g

Klelnger as saying that the ‘
President “may reconsider ;
his forthcoming trip to Mos- |
cow unless the Russians ex-
ercise a restraining influ-
ence” in the war. A brlef
Inote explained that “the

Wasmngton Post was not
par‘t of the reporters’ pool
lahd” learned Klbsmgers
identity independently. %+

Reporter Furious

Kraslow was furious. He’
asked to make a statement

n“ ‘news bmeung yemerday

.q J ]
¢thies ‘and behavi ior.”
Ziegler then said the Post
decision was contrary to “‘es-
tablished practices’)and
“‘unacceptable” to the White

' House.

He said he would meet
soon with officers of the |
White House Correspondents’ ‘
Association to fix “‘very clear
ground rules (relating to) in-

i
formation that comes off Air !

| Force I1.”

But the Post’s e\ecl.ltlve-i
edltor Benjamm C. Bradlee,
saidy lalel that “we have en-'

;| gaged. in this deception and

done this disservice m the
eader  long  enough.” »'Ha

| plane feel hesitant about
‘| going to the lavatory or near

v oo
didean gli

added that it was the Post’s :

2 pollcy to view unattributed

’rﬁathn »glth skeptlmsm

. and-Suspicion.”

N.Y. Times View

The New York Times,"

which attributed the briefing
to Kissinger in its later edi-
tions, took a similar view.
beymour Topping. dSSlstant
managmg editor, said the
non-attribution rule in the
Kissinger blleﬂng was ‘un-
accer m view of its im-
portance -

K azlow ob ie(,ted partici

Tarly to “the implication that '

' th ﬁémtm mation was dumped !
(into our laps.” Actually, he‘
said, it was ‘“‘elicited- by the |
pool only under intensive
questioning and requestion-
ing of Kissinger.” .

Ziegler said the situation
has gotten so that govern-
ment officials* aboard the

the press section for fear
that “‘they will be driven intp
an’ 1mmedlate press confer-

ence ' o




