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MRS. JOHN MITCHELL
"They all do it'*

! ‘an unexpected TV
camera.

Using her husband’
chauffeured lim
herself and her
ernment car
gage, Marth
Cabinet wive

The decla;
ed Capitol Hil
that the na
travel budge

of an official car ghe, T

MRS. GEQRGE
Cabiljg_t wife

of dip ma’mc functions.
~“'1‘he Jusnce Department

‘may have a deal likethat,

but we don’t,” ‘said Damel
Henkin, public affairs offi-
cer for Defense Secretary
Melvin Laird. “I guarantee
Mrs. Laird doesn’t have an
official car.”

On- Capltol Hﬂl Repre—
sentative. John T. Myers
(Rep-Ind.) said: “It may
not-be illegal for a Cabinet
member to assign a car
full-time to his wife, but
it’s bad judgment.” ;

‘Myers, a member of the i

House Appropriations Com-
mittee, said he will work -
next year to close off Mar-
tha-type loopholes.

Cars and drivers are
big-time status symbols in
Washington and almost a
necessity for high. officials,

" given the scarcity of park-

ing and the }ugh crime
rate.

Cabinet cars for the
President . and top - diplo-
mats ‘are exemp
gal restrictions on “official
use.” but the Budget Bu-
reau leaves to mdmdual

t from le- -

conscience and good taste
the question of car privi-

leges for other wives.

Some request | car from

the department’s motor
" pool to attend anofficial or

semi’-bﬁicialv"funcﬁon.
"Some. “are scrupulous

about umng personal cars:

nal: chores. Others

shopping while the limou-
sine waited. -

In the Labor Depart—
ment, Secretary James
Hodgson has twoe ears as-
signed to him. The reason
is “to keep one al
-available. and in rmming
order. One of. the cars is
available to Mrs., Hodg-
son,”” accardlng to a
spokesmau.

Other Cabmet wives who
request.-pool ears from
time to time are the Mmes.
Rogers C. B. Morton, Elliot
Richardson, George - Rom-
ney and John Connally,
wives respectively of the

Secretaries of Interior,

W, HUD and- Treasury.

. Mrs. Romney is a famil-
iar flgure around town in

DEC g 1979

she markets and €
sonal appomtm'
Sundays the Secret. ‘

drives her to church
thelr own car.

Accordmg to the Justice
 Department, a black Mer-
~cury sedan and driver at

Mrs. Mitchell’s disposal
around the clock costs tax-
“payers $850 a year for the
car and $8300 for the driv-
er’s salary.




