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SAN CLEMENTE — Secre-
tary Elliot Richardson of
Health, Education and Wei-
tare said today he was in to-
tal agreement with President
Nixon’s stand on school bus-
ing and had not considered
resigning after Nixon disa-
vowed a HEW plan to deseg-
regate schools in Austin,
Tex.

Richardson - briefed news-
men after meeting for an
hour with Nixon at the West-

ern White House on a range
of subjects dealing with his
| department.

! He said he agreed with the
{President that ‘busing
should not be used except to
the minimum possible ex-
tent.”

‘Neighborhood Schools’

There had been rumors

that there was a rift between
Richardson and Nixon over
the touchy busing problem.
I “He believes children
should be able to attend
schools in their neighbor-
hoods,” Richardson said of
Nixon. “I knew this was his
view. I supported it as did
! my colleagues in HEW.”
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Richardson said Nixon is-
sued his Aug. 3 statement
saying he would abide by the
Supreme Court \rulings ".‘bn

busing only to thevminimum -

because he felt his policies
were ‘‘grossly misundér-
stood.” ] ;

“We don’t think brandish-
ing a big stick or sending
federal marshals” into the
South is the way to desegre-
gate schools,” Richardson
said. :

South Lauded

Richardson emphasized
that. Nixon believes busing
should be used only to the
minimum extent necessary
to comply with desegregation
laws. ;

He said Nixon commented
on the “remarkable degree
of public understanding . . .
that is being displayed in the
South in accommodating it-
self to court requirements
that have carried desegrega-
tion much farther than any-
where else in the country.
We agreed that great credit
is "due not only to school offi-
cials ... but to parents,
black and white, throughout
the South.”
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