SFChronicle

Hix Ad

Growmg Discontent: on the Right:

By Dort ()berdm fer

Washmgton Poet Ser mce
Washmgton

On July 16, the day aft-
er the momentous an-
nouncement of the forth-
coming presidential trip to

China, White. House ‘aide |
John Nidecker received a |

telephone 'call from Presi-
dent Nixon’s own con-
gressman, : representative
John G. Sc¢hmitz of Orange
County, -Calif. Schmitz
‘was hopplng mad. 4
The
lawmaker,
who isan ac-
knowledged -
member  of
the ... John
Birch’-Society,

told Nidecker that he would

not be taking a scheduled
cruise down the Potomac in
the presidential yacht Se-
quoia, and -that he wanted
nothing more to do with-the
President or his administra-
tion. As Schmitz announced
later in aspeech to the mem-
bers of the House, “I have
disestablished relations with
the White House as long as
they pursue their: suicidal

policy of surrendering to in-|

ternational - communism as

exemplified by the Presi-|

dent’s announced frip to

meet with our sworn enemy, |
the Communist rulers of|

mainland China.”

Schmitz’ sudden break in |

diplomatic relations with
1600, Pennsylvania Avenue —
which did not prevent him
from: later consulting White
House: aides in matters of im-
portance to his district —isa
sign of the growing troubles

which Mr. Nixon is having |
with some of his old friends !

on the right these days.:

The discontent had been |
growing for many months. |

, But ‘'several spectacular
| events — notably the May 20
joint Nixon-Soviet announce-
- ment of impending progress
_on a nuclear armss agree-

ment' and the July'd5. joint |

¢ Nixon-Chinese announcement
of the visit to Peking —have

lixon's

_right to something akin to an

GOP |

New

magnified the ruifibles on the

incipient revolt.

Among the more Wisible
signs of discontent:

® On June 14, six former
Nixon aides—men  who
helped him win nomination
and election in 1968—met in
Washington to discuss ways
to translate their disconfent
with the President into ac-
tion. Several of those present
are reported to have. ex-
pressed their intention to
promote a Reagan for presi-
dent drive.

@ Leading members of
Young Americans for Free-
dom, a youthful conservative
group, have launched a draft
Reagan drive with headquar-
ters in Hotston. Ronald F.
Docksai, national YAF chair-
man, has said the committee

will have active chapters in |.

42 states by September.

e Human Events, a con-
servative weekly, declared
just before the China an-
nouncement in mid-July that
Mr. Nixon’s actiins at
home and abroad had pushed
the country to the left in “a.
staggering blow’” to his
right-wing followers. ‘“An in-
creasing number of conserv-
atives are beginning to think
the unthinkable: That a Nix-
on defeat in 1972 might not
be so catastrophic after all

. that it would be better to
have " a liberal - administra-
tion, with all the  conse-
quences that might bring,
than to permit Richard Nixon
to destroy the Republican

arty as a i = ] : ,
pary ultiele i To- | carefully nurtured. support

servatism.” The magazine
hinted that it agreed.

o Last week, 12 prominent
conseryative publicists and
New York Conservative Par-
ty leaders met at William F.
Buck 1 ey Jr.’s Manhattan
townhouse and ' &agreed to

“suspend’’ their support of

lin Battle Line,
Events and National Review, -«

the President because of op-
: position, to his foreign and de-,
fensé: policies. “We consider-
that -our- defection is an act of:
loyalty to the Nixon we sups—é
ported in 1968, they saidin:
a declaration to be published

all conservative journals.

If the conservative protes-
ters have their troops behind
them and if they continue the
.revolt, Mr. Nixon could en-

counter serious trouble onhis
right flank next year. Sofar,
however, the White House
does ‘not appear to be wor-
ried. It has reacted mildly or
not at all to the recent at-
tacks and shows no sign of
considering the. disaffection
(to be:deadly.

In the view of Nixon opera-
tives, the surprising thing is

until ‘now, at least—has been
so limited.

According to the Republi-
scan National Chairman, Sen-
ator Robert Dole of Kansas,
a closed meeting of po]moal

leaders at the refent GOP
National Committee meeting.
in Denver disclosed much
critical discussion of the
economy but very little criti-.
cism of Mr. Nixon’s defense
policy or China policy.

One valuable shield for Mr.
Nixon on the rightis hislong
history  of hard = anti-
communism and strong sup-
port for military programs.
Because of this, he has a
greater immunity fromright
wing criticism than- any oth-
er president in the Cold War
era.

Another important asset is

| that trouble on the right—up | l
|
I
|

from several of the leading
political heroes of the right,
including Governor .Ronald
Reagan and Senator Barry

have been the gsubject of’ bpe-
cial White Housé attention in

connection with the China |

“trip.

Goldwater (Rep-Ariz.). Both

GDleﬁen

Humanij |

President’s.
Wh

| later,

"ger. While maintaining: his

- war; then I say more power

On July 15 the ﬂ‘ay of the
announcement,
& House assistant Hemy b

e -

; Uan to ind tmm hlm personally

that Mr. Nixon was goingion
thesair with an important
statement on a topic he could
not disclose. After the an-
nouncement, Kissinger called
back to discuss the situation
with the governor. AtaGOP
dinner in San Diego a week
Reagan backed the
China initiative in rmdmm
terms.

Goldwater made his state-
ment July 23inan address to
the Republican National
Committee meeting in Den-
ver following face-to-face
talks at the White House with
both Mr. Nixon and Kissin-

opposition to the admission °
of China to the United Na-
tions. Goldwater declared
that, “If there is any chance
that our President can per-
suade Peking to mend its
ways and stop exporting ag-
gression and violence and

“co ‘him.”
Ac.cordmg to. part1c1pants ‘
Yn last Munday S g,eetmg af :

Wllham Buckley’s house in
iNew York City, the failure of.
{'Mr. Nixon and Kissinger to
i give special attention to.the
'edltm of National Review
was among the precipitating
factors in Buckley’s cument

B disaffection.

According to these “con-
servative leaders, Klssmder
regularly calls Buckley to |
-discuss foreign policy devel- |
.opments and Buckley can cret
.through  to Kissinger almostl
at will. “Bill can usually find
out what’s going on—but this
: ttlme he could find out noth-

~ing,” said one of those who

" ‘met with Buckley last week.

The statement issued after
‘the meeting and the com-
.ments of those in attendance
' made it clear that the objec-
‘tions 'go far heyond the China |




s

trip.  Other - policies con- (

demned by the statement in-

the GOP — hut Winter did

not believe philosophical con-

servatives would back the

Democratic candidate or |
George Wallace.

T

cludedsBiS sfalinre Jto re-
spond = £6 the:Soviet ¢ rapid |
| advanee?’ in" the Wbditerra-
nean, US; failure™o: protest
West Gefman owértures:'to
the East, and — “above all”
—Mr. Nixon’s failure to call
public attention to the “dete-
rioration” in U.S. military
power. o

““‘Conservatives went along
with ‘Nixon even though we
thought he had a poor domes-
 tic program because we felt,
despite serious doubts: about
some things, that he was
steadfastly resisting the su-
per doves,” said Jeffrey Bell,

Capitol Hill director+ 'of the
American Conservative Un-
ion and a participant in the
Buckley meeting. .

“This began to change
when the SALT strategic
arms) breakthrough was an-
nounced, a ‘most disturbing
thing  to most of us. It
seemed clear he was moving
| to limit anti-ballistic missiles
“ - . . moving to a ‘peace pres-
tident’ position and sacrific-
'ing American interests, Then
the China thing was a major.
shock. It crystallized a.dot of
things” already on the .dock-
et.” /

Several of the participants
in the meeting said that the
| main problem for conserva-
(tives is that “they have no
place to go' in 1972. Thomas
S. 'Winter said thit unless
changes are made, “conserv-
atives will sit on their hands,
not ringing doorbells or rais-
'ing money.”

.



