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WASHINGTON, July 27 (UPI)
— A new anticrime “strike
force” of five Federal lawyers
went into action today. Justice
Department sources said its

crime syndicate infiltration of
legitimate financial circles.

The force is the department’s
18th and the first to be based
here. It will have access to the
full investigative resources of
the Justice Department, the
Treasury Department and the
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission.

The indictment earlier this
year of Meyer Lansky, an un-
derworld figure who has since
gone to Israel, led to the dis-
closure that the syndicate had
far-ranging investments, in-
cluding Las Vegas gambling
casinos, Florida Hotels, real
estate and a holding company.

Attorney General John N.
Mitchell, in a brief statement
announcing the creation of the
new strike force, said it would
have nationwide jurisdiction as
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against concentrating too much
power in a central authority
with general criminal jurisdic-
tion.

He said such a trend would

recommended by the National create a jurisdictional clash be-

Council on Organized Crime.
The council, headed by Mr.

tween the Federal and istate au-
thorities.
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1970, to coordinate Federal|chell said statistice showed
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