SiExaminer

&r' B XA~ DR

Protesters‘ Jeer

DES MOINES — (UPI) — President Nixon came to the
heart of the Corn Belt today with a $100 million sweetener of
his Rural Community Development-program.andraninto a
crowd of dissident farmers, “hard hat’’'construction work-
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Nixon in Corn Belt

ers and anti-war demonstratms — all protesting adtmmstra—

tion policies.

The crowd, estimated 1n'

the thousands, massed on the
lawn of the golden-domed
Iowa Capitol as the President
addressed a joint session of
the Iowa Legislature inside..

The demonstrators surged

across the Capitol lawn
trying to intercept Nixon’s
arrival and greeted him with
boos when he emerged.

The crowds lining the
streets in downtown Des

Moines were warm and!

friet«dly, however, and the
President ~got out of his car
at a street corner to shake
hands, chaf; and sign an au-
tograph.

In his speech to the Legis-
lature and in a later meeting
with. four Midwest governors,
Nixon outlined his plan to
fatten his $1 bhillion Rural
Community Development
program by another $100 mil-
lion.

He said his plans for rural
development under his “spe-
cial revenue sharing” con-
cept now represent a 24 per-

cent increase in federal;

funds for rural communities.
The Iowa legislators
cheered him when he said, “I
want those decisions that af-
fect rural America made by

‘those who know rural Ameri- |

ca . . . those who live there.
To put it bluntly, I believe
that legislators in Iowa know
better than bureaucrats in
Washmg‘con D.C.”

“The direct dollar benefit

~Turn to Page 16, Col. 1 .
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to rural America is obvmué:,

Nixon said of his plogam
“In addition. rural Ametica
will share substantially “in
geneval revenue sharing
funds and in special sharing
for manpower, transporta-
tion, education, and law en-
forcement.”

When he came out of the
Capitol, smiling and bare-
headed, about a dozen snow-
bhalls arched toward him
from the crowd. None hit the
President and he kept smil-

ing and waving in the face of

signs and shouts from the un-
ion workers, farmers, - and

-anti-war protesters.

The construction workers

- were. there to protest Nixon’s

move to force a downward
trend in construction wages
and the farmers voiced dis-
approval of adminjstration
agricultural policies. They
represented a sharp contrast
to the usual ranks. of long-
haired anti-war demonstra-
tors. ‘ :
The protesters began gath-
ering on the Capitol lawn al-
most three hours before Nix-
on’s arrival. As Nixon’s mo-
torcade approached, howev-
er, it suddenly changed
direction and swung to the
rear entrance of the Capitol.

- Entered Rear Door

The demonstrators surged
across the lawn in an at-
tempt to catch up with the
President. There were chants
and jeers from the anti-war

‘faction, but the “hard hats’”

and the farmers were mostly
silent.

The President and his par
ty entered the rear door of
the Lapltol mthout a dlrec_t
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“confrontation with the dem-
onstrators.

Nixon flew to Des Moines
for the first of a series of
grassroots appearances
aimed at developing support
for his revenue sharing and
government reorganization
proposals. They face heavy
opposition in Congress.

Scatter Functions

Nixon also soughtto count-
er farm bloc criticism_of his
executive reorganization
plan which would eliminate
the Department of Agricul-
ture as a separate agency
and scatter its functions
among four proposed new
agencies.

“It comes to a question of
whether farmers and others
in rural America want an
Agriculture Department for
its own sake or whether they
really want things like better
farm prices. better technical

assistance for agricultural ;
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problems.
ment opportunities in’rural
communities, better schools,
better roads and so on. ”le-
on said.

“I think they want the lat-

| ter — the téngible results:®
“Under the present setup,
only one cabinet department
represents the farmer. Under
my proposed reorganization,
four cabinet secretaries —
half the cabinet — will be
speaking up for the farmer
when ‘ his diverse interests

. are at stake.”
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Refresh, Renew

Nixon said changes he pro-
posed in his State of the Un-
ion speech Jan. 22 would
bring about a peaceful Amer-
icanrevolution toreturn
“power to the people.” They
would “refresh and renew”
government. he said.
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wider deévelop-

NIXONS WELCOMED TO IOWA AT _DES MOINES AIRPORT .

President and First Lady were met by Governor and Mrs. Robert Ray
- —AP Photc



