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Moscow Says Stepuy
in War Wil Affect

U.S.-Russian Ties

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN

Special to The New York Times

MOSCOW, Feb. 25 — Th
Soviet Government denouncec
President Nixon’s ‘“Vietnamiza
tion” policy today and said the
increased fighting in Indochin:
“cannot fail to affect Soviet
American relations.”

The statement, coming on the
day of Mr. Nixon’s message on
foreign affairs, seemed to indi-
lcate Soviet exasperation with
‘the situation in Indochina. It,
was also construed as a warn-
ing to-Washington that it could
expect no help from Moscow in
ending the conflict in Southeast
Asia.

! The Soviet Union at the same
time appeared to be urging the
United States to show restraint
and not to resume the bombing
of North Vietnam. )

Affirming its opposition to
any international forum to
settle the Indochinese conflict,
the Soviet Union said that it
was prepared “to continue
giving .all necessary . aid” to
both Hanoi and “the patriots
of Indochina.” This was the
first public Soviet commitment
to help the local Communist
‘forces in Laos and Cambodia,
‘organized by the North Viet-
namese.

First Official Reaction

The statement, printed on the
front page of Izvestia, the

Government paper, and distrib-
uted by Tass, the Soviet press

agency, came two and a . half

weeks after the initial South
Vietnamese incursion into Laos.
Soviet officials and the news
media have condemned the
action, but today’s was the
first official Government reac-
tion. It was expressed in firm
but relatively moderate lan-
guage for such statements.

Western diplomats, in their
initial assessment, said the doc-
ument was probably meant, at
least in part, to reassure North

Vietnam of continued Soviet

political and material backing.
The Russians, who tend to re-
gard the North Vietnamese
these days as more influenced
by Peking than by Moscow,
have been much less vocal in
their official support than has
Pelélgfxﬁunist China has reacted
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to the incursion into Laos, and
has made veiled warnings to
the United States that it might
enter directly into the conflict
if the fighting threatened its
security. United States Govern-
ment officials, however, have
stressed that the fighting, in
the southern area of Laos, was
far from China’s borders.

The reference in the state-
ment to damage to Soviet-
American relations was seen
here as a possible effort to give
support to antiwar forces in
the United States, which have
argued from time to time that
the Indochina war was prevent-
ing better relations with Mos-
cow. Soviet-American relations
in recent months have been
damaged more by the actions
of Jewish militant groups in
the United States than by the
situation in Indochina.

. -Acceptance of Terms Urged

Moscow emphasized in the
statement that the way to end
the war was through accept-
ance of the terms proposed by
the Indochinese Communists,
basically complete American
withdrawal and a coalition
government without the partic-
ipation of the present Saigon
leaders.
~ Commenting on the current
invasion of Laos, the Soviet
Government said - the United
States was carrying out “a
cynical policy of Vietnamiza-
tion” to fool public opinion. It
said that this policy uses the
.South Vietnamese forces as
“the direct executor of Ameri-
can plans in Laos, making
Asians fight Asians.”

The Soviet statement said
that Mr. Nixon had “unequivo-
cally” stated at his Feb. 17 news
conference that he did not rule
out the use of American air
power against North Vietnam.

; ‘Dangerous Delusion’

~ “Judging by everything, the
United States leadership seeks
to prepare public opinion for
the idea that the United States
can, it seems, act in Indochina
with impunity, that everything
will go off all right for the
American aggressors,” it said.

. “This is a dangerous delu-
sion, fraught with the most se-
rious consequences for the
United States,” the statement
said, promising that the Soviet
Union will help North Vietnam
in repelling any “United States
aggression.”

“The actions of the United
States,. which so lightly dis-
cards its international commit-
ments, undermine the very
foundations on which inter-
state relations are built,” it
said. “The United States is tak-
ng upon itself a grave respon-
s_xblhty for the new complica-
tions in the international situa-
g}on.f fSutclé actions cannot fajl
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