Hickel's Order on

Washington

TheInterior Depart-
ment has backed away
from suspending an order
by its ousted secretary
Walter J. Hickel that was
designed to protect endan-
gered whales.

One of Hickel’s last official
acts was an order placing
eight species of whales on

the endangered list and ban-

ning importation of whale

products.

And one of the earliest ac-
tions of the department fol-
lowing his ouster by Presi-
dent Nixon was a move to
Told up publication of the or-
der in the Federal Register.
Publication is required be-
rofe the order can become of-
ficial.

It has been disclosed, how-

ever, that the order would be
published in the Register to-
day as scheduled, and deputy
under secretary William
Rogers, whose phone call to
the Government Printing Of-
fice had held up the order,
was quoted by an aide as
terming his action a “‘ghastly
mistake.

The action delaying the or-
der stemmed, it is said, from

[a telephone call from U,
Alexis Johnson, under secre-
tary of state for political af-
fairs, to Rogers, asking
ththat publication of the
Hicke order be stopped.

The State Department has
for some time been attempt-
ing to negotiate a reduction
of whaling through the Inter-
national Whaling Commis-
sion, and it objected to the
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ed States,
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Makers of pet food and cos-
metics and other users of
whale products in the U.S,
had also objected to the han
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