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Mollenhoff Rogers ]
In Shooting Match

Washiugton

Outgoing White House
investigator Clark Mollen-
hoff gquarreled angrily with
Secretary of State William
P. Rogers over obtaining a
list of 250 State Depart-
ment employees who eriti-
cized President Nixon's
action in Cambodia.

I'm not going to say wheth-
er he shouted at me or I
' shouted at him,” said Mol-
lenhoff yesterday in a tele-
phone interview from his

It was the sécond tirhe in
the last few months that Mol-
lenhoff and Regers have tan-
gled ove, probes by the
White House aide into the
State Department. Early. this
year, Mollerihoff indicated he
was investigating State’s
handling of relief;to Biafra.

Robers o'bjected, and'she |

White House subsequently
ended the mveshgatmn
Mollenhoff said his con- |

frontation with Rogers over‘

the list of Camboplan peutm

summer home in Clarion,
Towa.

“My job requires youto be
independent, to conduct in-
vestigations and to criticize
from time to time. If I didn’t,
I would be a damn fool. Peo-
ple on all levels of govern-
ment once in a while are
going to disagree.”

The confrontation took
place . after Mollenhoff re-
quested on May 18 that state
supply him with names of 250
employees of the depart-
ment, AID agency and the
Arms Controls and Disarma-
ment Agency who signed a
petition to Secretary Rogers
opposing U.S. involvement in
Cambodia. _

REFUSAL

State Department spokes-
man Carl E. Bartch said yes-
terday that Mollenhoff asked
Deputy Undersecretary for
Administration William B.
Macomber for the list and
that Macomber refused. Mol-
lenhoff then obtained the
names anyway from an un-
disclosed source in the de-
partment.

The confrontation with
Rogers ensued within a day
of Mollenhoff's request for |
the names. Rogers reported-
ly told Mollenhoff to stop in-
terfering in the internal af-
fairs of his department.

| signers had “nothmu to det

with my resignation” an-|
nouncefent May 30, |

ADVERSARY

Mollenhoff, who is on two
weeks vacafion and will
leave the Administration to
refurn to newsper work in
mid-july, said, “‘traditionally,
the ombudsman who does his
job properly will be in an ad-
ve,sary position with a wide
range of government officials g
and personnel The role re-
quires investigations‘.” 1

The White House said yes.
ferday that Mollenhoff had
acted ‘“‘on his own volition™ |
in his quest for the names,
Press Secretary. Ropald T.
Ziegler said that Mollenhoff
has not passad “he list onto

\ anyone at the White Pause,
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hut he added. “he may.
Ziegler and Mollenhotf. de-
nied a dossier is heing com-
piled on the petition signers.
Ziegler was asked whether
Mollenhoff will be taking se- (
cret FBI and tax information
that he has acquired during |
his 10-month tenure as a

White House aide when he
leaves next month.

Ziegler said he would

“strongly quarrel” with any|
"intimation that Mollenhoff is
leaving the White House with
extensive secret data he has '
compiled on the job.

White House sources said ‘
no Hecision has been made |
on whether to replace Mol-r
lenhoff, who was charged
with ferretlngoutmong 1
doing inside the Administra-
lion, or whether to assign his
duﬁes to a current staff
member,
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