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WASHINGTON, June 12—
The relationship between Presi-
dent Nixon and Secretary of
the Interior Walter J. Hickel
has deteriorated to. the point
where there is widespread
speculation here that Mr. Hickel
will soon resign or be dismissed,

Reports from Capitol Hill in-
dicate that his successor may
be Fred J. Russell, whom Mr.
Nixon named Under Secretary
of the Interior last March to
replace Russell E. Train, who
had been appointed chairman
of the new Council on Environ-
mental Quality.

Close associates at the In-
terior Department, when inter-
viewed today, did not attempt
to hide the fact that the White
House had not gone out of its
‘way to close the breach opened
by Mr. Hickel when he wrote
a letter of complaint to Mr.
Nixon on May 6. Mr, Hickel
said then that the Administra-
tion was not sufficiently con-

tributing to their sense of alien-
ation. ]
In several ways, these in-
formants said, the White House
has made plain its displeasure
with Mr. Hickel and has gone
out of its way to humiliate him
publicly.
The latest accasion, they
pointed out, occurred yester-
day, when Mr. Hickel did not
appear at the White House for
a meeting with Mr. Nixon and
a subsequent press briefing on
proposed legislation within his
jurisdiction. The bill would
cancel 20 Federal oil leases in
the Santa Barbara Channel, the
scene of the massive oil leak
in January, 1969, and create an
18-by-20-mile Federal marine
sanctuary in the area.
It was Mr. Hickel, according
to officials in his department
and several legislators most di-
rectly connected with the oil
spill, who originated the idea
of canceling the leases to pre-

cerned with the attitude of
young people and was thus con-
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’ thought the President would re-
quest Mr. Hickel's resignation,
. this aide said, “I don’t know.

I DEEPENING RIFT My feeling is strongly no.”
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. equally close to the Secretary,
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The White House not only responsibility
rejected this proposal but ac-
cepted instead the recom-
mendation of the government
reorganization commission,
headed by Roy L. Ash, for es.
tablishing an independent
agency on environmental pro-
tection. Mr. Train of the en-
vironmental council supported
the Ash plan.

To this new agency, Mr.




