DR. ALLE OPPOSES |
NTXON WAR POLICY

President’s Education Aide
Cites Impact on Young

-~ 2
By RICHARD D. LQONS

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 21—Dr.
James E. Allen Jr., the United
States Commissioner of Educa-
tion, who was appointed by
President  Nixon, disagreed
today with the Administration
over the Indochina war.

“I find it very difficult to
understand the rationale of
going into Cambodia and con-
tinuing the war in Vietnam,” Dr
Allen told 400 applauding em-
ployes of the Office of Educa-
tion. l

“We must withdraw from
there as rapidly as we can,” he
continued. “The war is having a
disastrous effect on the young
people of this country.”

He said his opinion was “a
personal one, like that of most
other citizens.”

Dr. Allen convened the meet-
ing at the headquarters of the

Continued on Page 35, Column 5

S, FRIDAY, MAY 22, 1970

DR, ALLEN OPPOSES
NLXON WAR POLICY

Continued From Page 1, Col, 1

Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, of which the
Office of Education is a part,
to discuss the causes of dis-
icontent in his office,

| Today’s meeting differed
sharply from a gathering Mon-
day in the same auditorium, at
which departmental staff mem-
bers hissed and booed a state-
ment of Robert H. Finch, the
Secretary of Health, Educdtion
and Welfare, supporting the
Cambodian invasion.

Ninety minutes before that
session was supposed te have
begun, Mr. Finch entered Wal-
ter Reed Army Hospital for
treatment of what he described
as a numbness in his left arm.
Mr. Finch was reported to be
iimproved today but still under-
going diagnostic tests.

In his opening remarks to-
day, Dr. Allen said he meant
to push school desegregation
as forcefully as he possibly
icould because “we are com-
Imitted to ending racial segre-
Igation in educational institu-
tions.”

He acknowledged that there
‘had been “differences of
opinion on certain matters in-
volving school desegregation”
‘wihtin the Administration but
added that “I intend to keep
fighintg as long as I think
there is hope.”

- Dr. Allen gave his opinion
of the Cambodian invasion in
answer to g question.

The commissioner was also

asked why he had not
repudiated attacks on dissident
students by the President and
by Vice President Agnew.

“I don’t get the attntion

bers get,” Dr. Allen replied, al-
luding to Interior Secretary
Walter J. Hickel, who again to-
day supported the rights of stu-
dents to differ with the Ad-
ministration on Cambodia and
Vietnam.

Dr, Allen said he did not
condone violence but added
that the Government must get
at the roots of social unrest.

Shortcomings Cited

The commissioner said there
were shortcomings in the Of-
fice of Education that he
traced to the inability to re-
cruit high-level policy makers

for what are known as Sched-
ule C positions. These are non-
civil service jobs that require
political clearance procedures.

“I find it difficult to get
[appointees] cleared [by Repub-
lician recruiters], Dr. Allen
said. “I cam here thinking 1
could get the best people I
could find.”

“There is the reality that the
Administration in power, both
the Democrats and the Repub-
licians,” said .Dr. Allen, who
is a Democrat, “wants to in-
sist as much as possible on tak-
ing in people who have the
philosophy of that party. I ac-
cept this reasoning, but I don’t
like it.”

Dr. Allen said half a dozen
key policy-making positions re-
mained open in the Office of
Education, but he added that}
he hoped to announce next|,
week that two or three of them
would be filled.
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