New Orleans States-Item
Bribe Attempt Charged

: JUDGE WINSBERG IS INDICTED

rieans Pamsh Grand Jury today fu:u:"f

offering Pershing Q. Gervais a §5, 000,

_ bribe to influence the handling

. narcotics cases. &
The” mdlctment which specxflc.ally

charges” cormma, influencing involves ..

alleged actionis t8ken by Winsberg act-<

ing 'as a defefise attorney before his':
elettion to the crln'unal district court -

Bench:
Spec;f;cally the mﬂchment ataf
that Winshergibetween Nov. 16, /1870,

and Eehi 12, W1, offered: ’EILgLVB Gev—
vals.$5,ﬁ[!{)_- SWith the -inféntiof ' to cors
rupt the con ©of an official of ‘the

state.of Louistana with respect, fo. the
dispofition, judgmient and Judlea%sem
tencing” of three cases involving
Bryan Andrew Johnson and one mvolv-
ing Charlene M. Saia. .

ATHE INDIO’PMENT dzd noi ’mtate
sp)ac:ifﬁﬁiljv at official’ Gervaisiwas
to’ aftempt ﬁ”cormpt and neithér’ the
district attorney’s office nor the Louisi-
ana attorney general would comment
on the case beyond the indictment. -

Both Johnson and the Saia‘Woman
were given suspended jail sent?ies by
Criminal District Court Judge Bernard

~ Bagert after they pleaded guilty to
drug charges. Winsberg was thg;r at-
torzey.

A conviction on the charge of cpm‘upt
influencing could bring a maximum
penalty of $500 fine and ome yaar in
jail.

Winsberg was allowed to go iree on
his‘own personal recognizance, -

Gervais, a one-titme mvestlga@ for
the 'district attorney’s office, later be-
cé#me an informer for the federal’gov-
erfiment in the case of Dist. Atty: Jim
Garrison, two police officers and seven
pmball figures. 2

THAT CASE centers around a-Ileged
bribes to the district attorney toipro-
tect illegal pinball operations. It is-still
p‘endmg in federal court here. P

“The grand jury. began looking 1
the Winsberg case when federal
cials' turned cver to the state tran-
seripts of wiretapped telephone conver-
sations between the judge and Gervais.
~ There were also reported to be {apes
of talks between Gervais and Judge

three‘
4 ' Schonekas, opposed it on grounds that

. tion which'-rph'ﬁse of th

Continued fmm@ro £ P:

the jury would now study. -

!

Volz filed a motion to grant Gervms

immunity from prosee‘utlcn if he testi-
fies, but Gervais’ attorney, Russell“J.

it is not in compliance with constitu-
tional requirements concerning grand
jury testimony.

Judge Alyin Oser continued the mat- -

ter until'9 a.m. Wednesday and contin-
ued Gervais’ subpoena until that time.

Louisiana Atty. Gen. William J.

_ Guste was present with Volz when the

indictment was returned, saying'that
he was asked by the district attorney

- to participate in the presentation of the

_case to the grand jury.

_ YESTERDAY Winsberg filed a mo-
twn to prevent the presentation of the

tapes to the grand jury, but Judge
. 'Alvin Oser threw out the motion, Wins-

Charles Ray Ward and former Judge 5

Malcolm V. O'Hara. b o

Today First Assistant District Atfor- -

ey John Volz said the grand jury

would continue to look into the tapes'-’

and, ‘these allegations,
Gervais was called before the
this morning, but there was no indi Q

" Turn to Page 4, Coluﬁm 6 |

;

berg had until 9 am. to appeal ‘that
ruling to the Louisiana Supreme Court,
but he did not file an appeal.

‘Volz said today that his -office is
ready to assist Jefferson Barish offi-
cials in a probe of charges that rack-
ets figure Carlos Marcello had paid
Judge O’Hara, a $5,000 bribe.

That allegatlon was contained in a
letter to Gustefwritten:by <John Wall;
head of thewfefleral Qrganized Crime
Force in New:Orleans. The letter was
released to”newsmen when Wall ap-

peared beforéthe grand jury as a wit

ness.in the Winsherg case.

<

ot t

31 August 1972

uAccordmg to f Ietter the-htibeg was
paid Ho-Judge O Haga-through Geryais
to thwartigr delay the extradxtron nf a
man to California. . .7 o

Commenting” on the suspen&ed sén-
tence given to Miss Saia, Volz said his
office’ moved for its revocation wl
she was arrested in a narcotics raid cfn
a Gentilly residence Aug. 7. More than
37-pounds of maruuana was semed in
the raid. !

WHEN GARRISON announced ‘the
start: of the investigation on July 10 he
said he felt no criminal prosecution
was  fustified, based on the material
supﬁﬁﬁd by the federal government..

Hg“at first said he would noj have

“thesgrand jury look intd the case; but
.- after pressure from Guste and outside

erests, Garrison reversed h),mself
s8ain % e allegations were too setious
e looked into as a matter of

cou rse. -
“&hﬁ;berg was a law partner of Clty

Cmﬁl -ﬂman Eddie L. Sapir. -~ %0
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