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‘f‘wﬂw Black Paﬂ‘r’&en t'emamecr‘m'
jdl; today. despite their acquiital yes-
lepdayuon"charoek of atiempted mur-
der.
The I’:’amhers are bemg he}d b» the
nderd] government, pendin,g the:apne-si

ble filing of charges<of federal fire-
a'ms’vrﬁfations awamst them. The fed-

.31 mimltes',‘,.befm'e
3 unanurous nrﬂ gmln
verdict in r avor of the deferzdams Tes-
timony in the cage negan last vrnk
THE NINE ‘men. and three mmén
were ac‘f‘used of at'r‘mprmg to mirder
five pobicermer- tast-Sept. 13%in a con-
frontation ats thqxﬁ:&ﬁaﬂ& “headquar-

-.....p.m..

fors 3‘52'916’%' St
ng T roject.

Found innocent were L‘Ah E‘ef"s ad-
site Hodges. 14 Csthevine Bourne, 20;
Elaine L. Yeung 22- Tyrone Bdwards,
i%: Alton Edwards, 21; Milton 0. Mar-
tin, 27 Isace Edwards i1, 28: Charies
Scott, 20: William Cloud. 38; Doenald T
Guyion. 22; Ronald Ailsworth, 21, and
Leroy Jones, 21

The defense contended throughout
the trial the Panthers werc acting in
self-defense during the shootntit.

Criminal Court Judge Israel M. Au-
gustine began charging the jury at
155 .pm. The jurw went out of the
courtnom al 5:31 p.m, to deliberate
and returned with a verdiet at 6:02
p.m.

1'11--t}-r Dc?:?zr--iim.r-

THE POSSIBLE verdicts were guilty

of attempled murder, guilty. of at-
lempted manslaughter, or not guilty as
charged. The foreman of the jury —:
which consisted of 10 blacks and. two
whites — was Christopher Anderson.
Conviclion could have brought J&
iences of up to 20 years. ;

The key points of law in the»caae_on"
which Judge Augustme msimg‘wd the -

Jurot's were:
—if the jury. found ﬂle ﬂ?efendms

genuinely acted op the assu the
pohca were the’ aﬁgremrs in ﬁm-
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"f.rcnta.ttm the jury Was- to 'egard the
‘-bie
rwereit

s seli-d ense.

gar

o
* actions as being ‘‘reasona-

'iﬁe jury fotind the defendants
then the defend-

aggressors,
ild not "sﬁiiel& themselves”
vendlct of guﬂfy “by pleadmg

9
i
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- order to fmd ﬁ!e defendants-s

; guiltg, it must have been proved. be-
.yond @ reasonable doubt that each de-

fendarit in the case “committed some
elammt of the crime,” or that one of

- the défendants committed the crime
* and was aided in doing so by his co-de-

fendants.

—Omne or more of the defendams
could-niot be found guilty unless it has
been-” proved béyend a reasonable
doubt:that at least one of them com-
mitted the arime.

Niné votés were needed to conviet

" the defendants.

CLOSING STATEMENTS in the mal
werd made by assistant district aitor-
neys Numa Bartel and William Az

the proseeution, and attorneys Frnest

Jones apd Rnbert Glass for the de-
fense. : W
Bertel; af: the begmninsﬂiammmé-
tion whll:}h lasted 83 mintites; thankscl
the Jur\ for serving and praised” them
far. “‘exhibiting in the highest, deqlw
whf citizenship should be in thiz soun-
iry.” He asked them not 1o lose’ : sight
of the seriousness of the trial hr- !
of any levity which mav have acey
du*.n‘?r the proceedings
“Disabuse your minds from anv I
tle'jocular siatements we may hav
made, or any attacks we may have
made on each ofther.” Be rm! mld I
jury. He was reforring to the fre HHE
ﬁpﬂr}'ﬁ"“ which had DUCLNTed Beiwern
himéelf and deience attorney Al
Bronstein.

IN SPEAKING ABOUT Palice S.rpi
Clarénce B. Giarrusso. Bertel suid:

"I wan! you to remember when the
superintendent took this (witpessi
sland, T want vou fo recall what he
Iooked like Did he look lke a man wio
would venture inwo g slanghter?™ he
askid, referring to the delense’s ¢on-
tention the Panthers belicived the' ni
Jlice converged on their hes adguarter; ‘o
kil them., -

Berfel then spoke =hour afficers s
rael Fields and Melvin Howard, o

{ AUBUST LY/l

. QSSthe US.C harges
s' Remaln |n Jail

dercever policenen wha ai
I¥%@Here -beaten. by the Tanthers b
night of Sept. 14 at-Panther headguar
ters,

“Remember. undercover work 15 nol
work to be ashamed of s something

to be prond of it takes a wan o
exireme courage and iclegrits oo de

stuch work.”

BERTEL ALS0 ASKED the jury {6
remember that the two undercover

wodthy W TR thaes et
do nzreoties work " He said Flekds and
Howard “‘were doing their duly”™ when
ey were “brumtally beaten by the 12
defendanis whom the delense altorneys
have characterized as ‘brave and
courageous.’

(ilass, in his closing statement, gaid .
“ihe prosecution simply did not prove
s case” for attempted nmrder He .

. contended.the state in no way pmveiff‘
3 the defendants used ‘the 14 weapons,.,
,.wkaeh police say they took from Panth-,,
K headquarters after the confrontzrr =

tion. _—
Glass con'iinued “Where was the~

single” ‘citizen,. [T e’ ﬂea-fé maf

who sapported ‘the state’s case?

was the single citizen from the

area, who eould say, 'l saw the Pan7_

thers ‘fire first™ ¢
He was followed by Jones, why delive

cred the maost dramatie closing state-

ment of the summation proceedings.

A CTRIAL S 1 overy fumian ihing,”
Jones saud

Bojnvalver arnan be‘r:b%
any himan prablems ™
varney said fwo fhl.-'!ﬁ{?'
¢ B during ihe friak
Jahn L :\’..Kl'i.}li‘n’ﬁ
«Inum‘m
Xt anl
the DPans
; Pt Ceda foothold sn lhl.‘é'
comn:tngiy
The siat wrre made hy ‘he
|-\f! athewmds sy sarate times in sepd-
;'almum cnces, Jones reiterat-
e e ety in his cloging
i s in hiz cles &
folicht a gredt)
Soomitlion Joews weres
woeoniimied. “History teils
betinning of the
noAmericny, 50 mdlion”
. eliminat.d, ™
finied  Chairrtissa™s slake-
e Thege geonle  Pantiiers) wui
: a feoathold o thim
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4B years,” he
- About’ plits: tﬂomentmm thato
Sraided Panther heatq
“se‘dl(,ﬂ warrants

FIhLDb AND Hnward te td {‘_n
the trial thar Tyrons 'Edwards; one af
the-acquitted militants, hit Lhem‘ in the
head with an alurinum pot during he
mock trial at Panther headquarmﬁ in
which the two policemen sai % they:
were “found guilty of being ngbﬁ’ )
Iri-one of his final remarks abigut the
defendanis, Jones countered the prose-
cutidn’s contentions that the whilitants
had *terrorized' the res1dcnts'-o‘ De-,
sire:: i
“The-e people are ‘the s and
daughters of the Desire Hnusmg pro-
jees,” he said. “The project. doesn't
fear 1ts children, because its" chhdten
will become its rhen and women.”
Besides Anderson, jurors who sermi
-in-‘the trial were two bromérs, Elfiot
and Errol Glapion; Evers
demn Jr., Ennis Anto

I} AI-asn3ny /.



