U":"S."'diplomgj on a tear
crashes Agnew function® *

WASHINGTON — The raucous mishe-
havior of a top American diplomat during
Vice Presidert Agnew’s recent visit to Ken-
va has created a behind-the-scenes uproar
that has reached Washington's highest lev-
els.

The errant diplomat is AID administra-
tor in Kenya, Bert M. Tollefson Jr., 41, an
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ex-corn, Iobbyist and Republican politico
from South Dakota. His antics are colorfully
detailefl in a series of confidential State De-
partment telegrams. :
THe American Ambassador to Kenya,
Robinson Mcllvaine, was so outraged that he
fired off the blistering “eyes only” wires to
Tollefson’s hoss, John A. Hannah, head of
the Agency for International Development.
We have obtained copies of Mcllvaine's mis-
sives, 4
“I regret to inform vyou,” Mcllvaine
wrote in one cable, “that Bert Tollefson hlot-
ted his copy book (diplomatic jargon for
‘foule}i{up’) so0 badly during the vice presi-
dent’s visit as to raise serious question as. to
his suitability for service abroad. Indeed you
may be hearing from the vice president di-
rectly on the matter. y
“The problem started with Bert's well-
known pushiness and general lack of sensi-
tivity and culminated in his getting sloshed
at Treetops (a fancy lodge on the edge ‘of
the jungle), making passes at the Vice Prés-
ident’s. secretary and trying to drag Her
-down the steps to meet an elephant “at
ground level, . . .” "
The seqyence of events that led upto
this drunken climax, wrote MclIlvaine, hegan
when Tollefson was officially informed that
“no Americans were invited to join the vice
president’s group at Treetops. (Tollefson)
came; anyhow on his own and canvassed
Kenyans for a bed in one of their rooms. In
the end he talked someone out of a room to
himself, . . .”

»

Who's the jackass s

In the course of the evening, McIlvaine
related, Tollefson ‘“‘repeatedly interrupted”
Kenyan officials who “were explaining ani-
mals” to the vice president. “The owner of
'I‘reetqps,” the Ambassador wrote, ‘““at one
point jasked me, ‘Who is that jackass?’—
pointing to Bert. ;

‘“The incident with the vice president’s
secretary,” continued Mcllvaine, “took-place
in the smali hours of the morning. Aecord-
ing to her it took all her strength o get
awav from him.” et
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e

Even Kenyan Ambassador to the"i_,U‘S.
Leonard Kibinge, who was there, comment-
ed on Tollefson’s “condition,” McHvaine
said.

“The next morning, Bert slept through
the departure of 0990 and when. he did
awake took the xemaining Secret Service car
to Nyeri lea#hg them  stranidied and
;Eurlc_rus. -+ A car had to be sent the 100

miles up to Nyeri to bring Bert back.”

< whole | affair, Mcllvaine concluded,
h tantiated his misgivings- aboutgiol-
1ef$O€ performance during his three
menths as head of the AID program in Ken-

ya.
EPrior to bringing out his family I. de-

veloped serious questions about his -judg-

ment. He reinforced this impression bysend-

ing me a telegram from Washington. . . .

implying that the vice president wanted him
to co-host the reception we were giving in
the wice president’s honor. Naturally I
checked this with the vice president a,‘%qf_he
was indredulous. s
“What to do about it? One might’ ¢on-
cludé that the whole affair would be a fairly
penetrating lesson to him. But then I am goi
sure that people with such thick hidesgexer
learn anything. . . a8
“[7¢4n, of course, llve with the situation
but will have to spend a lot of time riding
herd and wonder whether all that effd®t is
warrafited in support of ‘Peter’s Principle.’ ”’
(The ;Ijeter Principle is a tongue-in-cheek
theory, which holds that everyone eventually
rises fo his own level of incompetence)
¥ien asked about the incident, AID" Ad-
ministrator Hannah refused comment eXcept
to call Tollefson “‘a very respectable fellow”
and to inquire where we obfained the confi-
dential cables. They had come to him *high-
ly regs’t\i'icted, hand-carried and sealed,” he
huffed to my associate Joseph Spear..,. .
Ambassador Mecllvaine’s eyewitness ac-
count,, H.

legatioh.” Hannah had dispatched Tollefson ‘

to London, he said, to discuss the matter
with Samuel Adams, AID’s African Adminis-
trator—a fact which is confirmed by"a sub-
sequent telegram we have obtained.
Reached in Nairobi, Tollefson défiied the
Amba§§ng§’s arges andagig' a’égey_ were
basedfnﬁ*;a,..t:on%lete misunderstanding. ‘‘He
had only two drinks,” he said, and.took the

annah maintained, was only an “‘al-
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phapt “at h quest.” He.blamed the im-
broglio on unihaied “Democratic holdovers”
in the Foreign Service. .

vice pres'ident’%secretary to meet the ele-

ASSASSINATION BALDERDASH ..

A new and far-fetched theory of the as-
sassinations of President Kennedy, Sen. Rob-
ert Kennedy, Dr, Martin Luther King and
Maleolm X is circulating on Capitol Hill. It
is contained in a 14-page report buttressed
by wdrious documents, which was put to-
gethéf by Don Riley, a labor union em-
ployeTand assassination buff from San Fran-
cisch.”

“Its conclusion is that all four were killed
by .the same. ‘‘conspirators”: CIA agents,
antitCastro Cubans, some Dallas police, FBL

- operatives, “States Righters,” Nai@l,i a
“clgue of very conservalive businessmen
(mostly oil)” and right wing religious’lead-
ers. We have criticized every _one _of these
groups at one time or another, "' |

But our own investigations cofivifice us
that the new “theory,” as earnest and ingen-
ious as it may be, is pure balderdash.



