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- The States-ltem prints the news impartially. It supports what it believes fo be right. It cpposes
wha'} it believes to be wrong, without regard to party politics,

PAGE SIX

- Dist. "Atty. Jim Garrison, a po-
lice investigator assigned to his of-

. fice -and the commander of the
..New Orleans Police Department’s
+ Vice Squad have been charged by

the federal government with ac-

. cepting bribes over a long period of

time.sto protect the operators of

. gambling4ype pinball machines.

. Seven other persons also have

"heen charged in connection with

..the case, and U.S. Atty. Gerald J.

s Galhnghouse says more are to fol-

- Tow.

The charges are shocking. To

| pr jthem true is to prove that

ease of corruption has

'woFﬂed its way deep into the mar-
TOwW ' «of our system of government.

. We do not intend-to judge the

' g()veg'nment’s case against the pub-
" lic officials and the others who al-

legedly represented the pinball op-

' erators in the bribery transactions.

This is the function of the court.
The U.S. Justice Department will

"have ample opportunity to prove
- dts eh@;ges

Tﬁe sdederal government’s 113-

' page “affidavit which accompanies
- the charges against Mr, Garrison

~and the others includes some refer-
~ ences to proposed legislative action

- concerning pinball machines.

. The affidavit includes a conver-
sation between Mr. Garrison and

. Pershing Gervais, described as a

)

'_._g tween in the trans

ns in-
ng the pinball interests and
ﬁ?g? district attorney. Mr. Gervais
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Pinball charges

allegedly recorded the conversation:
for the Justice Department. The
conversation concerns legislators
the pinball interests said thegl

could “deliver.”

Again, we do not intend to p*&Ss_'

judgment on the allegations cen-
tained in the affidavit. We would
make the following observations;
however:

Attempts were made during
both the 1970 and the 1971 legisla-
tive sessions to outlaw gamhlmg
type pinball machines with
“knock-off” devices. The legisla-
tion was beaten in both sessions.

In 1970, the bhill was sponsored
by the Governor’s Commissionion
Law Enforcement and the Admin-
istration of Criminal Justice, a
powerful endorsement in itself, ;and
had the backing of a wide rangg of
organizations concerned with {cor-
ruption in government.

The legislation, which would
have allowed police o destroy pin-
ball machines with knock-off de-
vices, was passed by the Senate,
but failed in the House.

This year’s defeat came after
payoff pinball opponents tacked an
anti-pinball amendment onto :an
appropriations bill. The bill was
made unacceptable to most legisla-
tors, however, when another
amendmenL outlawing horse race
betting was added. The final prod-
uct died in a legislative conference
committee.

3 Jygly 1971

“This is just the begmmng of
law-enforcement action following
a comprehensive investi gation
into illegal operations of pinball
machines.”

—-U.”§._‘At1:y._ Gerald J. Gallinghouse,
on thé arrests of Dist. Atty. Jim
Garrison and others on bribery
and other charges.



