nan

HrANC1LsSCcoO

LAroriicle

J-W:tn"; 5=

W4/

” Sun Franrizcs Theanirle

lues., Dec, 15,1970 =

PooLAG L s LA L A

e

'y

3

)

Hughes' Signing Dlspute

} Las Vegas, Nev.

An auie who said he had
been with Howard Hughes
for 20 years and seen him

five years testified that he
personally witnessed the
billionaire sign a docu-
ment firinz the chief of his
Nevada operations.

Levar B. Myler, who iden-

tified himself as a “‘special
assistant” to the billionaire,
said Hughes signed a proxy
‘lon November 14 dismissing
Robert A. Maheu, who had
| been Hughes’ right hand man
i in Las Vegas for four years.
{ The signing took place in
the Desert Inn Hotel in Las
Vegas, Myler said. The wit-
ness said that Huges subsed
quently went to the Brittania
Beach hotel in Nassau, the
Bahamas, and from there is- |
sued instructions that the
proxy be released.

almost daily for the past:

Hughes disappeared from
.| the Desert Innon Thanksng
ing Eve without a2 word to
Maheu.
COUST

Maheu wasl fighting in a
Nevada District Court to pre- !
vent his ouster, vowing not to |
| give up “until I hear differ-
ently from Mr. Hughes.”

Handwriting expert.
Charles - Appel Jr. testified |
previously yesterday on be- |
half of Maheu that Hughes’ ;
purported signature on the !
proxy was a “‘simulation or |
imitation.”

The proxy had been!
presented by a group of the |
I-Iughes Tool Co., headed by |
mce preSJdent Fran_k W. Gdy

and general counsel Chester
W. Davis- as the main basis
for terminating Maheu’s em-
ployment.

Appel, who had been a col-
league of Maheu in the FBI
in Washington for a number
of years. was asked by Ma-
heuw’s attorney, Morton Gal-

ane, about the signatureona -

proxy giving Gay and-Pavis
power fo act for him in
changing Las Vegas person-
nel

“It’s a very good represen~
tation,” Appel said:
would pass any bahk teller
and other business associates

'would accept it, but it’s defi-

cient. It's extremely skillful
but it’s different.”

*Is it a forgeryorisn'tita
forgery?” asked Galane.

It is a forgery,” Appel
said, “He (Hughes) didn’t ;
sign it

ult -I
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An earlier witness

" simulation or imitation.” .
Appel hadtestified pre-
viously that a handwritted
letter from Hughes complain=
ing that the Nevada turnover
was bringing “bad publicity™
also was not the bl]l.mnau‘e s
writing.
Davis
first witness to refute allega-
tions that Hughes had not ae-
tually signed the proxy.
Myler, a poritly, gray-
haired man in his 50s, said
he was in ‘‘face to face” con-
tact with Hughes almost dai-
ly in the past five years.
Myler testified that Hughes
signed the proxy on Novem-
ber 14 in one of the two bed-
rooms on the ninth floor
Desert Innpenthouse. He
said Hughes was sitting in a
chair and holding four yellow
_notepads on his lap as abase

Appel replied. “It Ecated or requested forgery. . . while signing.
eould have been an authenti |By furgery I mean only a!
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