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Mob Probe Suits Divided

By CHARLES ZEWE

A three-judge federal court
today rescinded an order con-
solidating suits brought by
Life magazine writer David

_Chandler and rackets figure

* Carlos. Marcellp aftacking the

-'_-constltunonahty of the Lou-
Hisiana Legislature’s. Mafia
probe committee,

The panel also dissolved the
three-judge court hearing the
suit and ruled Chandler’s suit
-could be heard by one judge.

A similar suit by Marchello
Will be scheduled for a hear-
mg at a later date,

ZTHE TWO suits seek to
~ block subpoenas issued by the

legislative committee investi-
_Eating alleged Mafia influence

m—state ‘government.

" “Wefind.that proper relist

in this matter can be granted

by one- judge,” - said. -Judge
John. Minor Wlsdom in speak- .

ing' for the panel, “and we

hereby "order .thig panel dis-

solved.”

Attorneys for Chandler ob-
Jected to dissolving the court
and said the motion was tanta-
mount to dismissal of their
suit,

“DISSOLVING the three-
judge court,” Cicero Sessions,
chief counsel, said, “in effect
denies us the measures which
we sought under the prelimin-
ary and permanent injunctions
to rule the committee uncon-
stitutional. This is a major de-
nial of the relief which we
see:k 1

Attorneys for Carlos Marcel-

lo did not ohjéct to splitting
the two suits and said ;they -

are satisfield they can get an

H adequate hearing by one, 3udge

“We're confident that our
rights will be protected by one
judge,” said Dean jAndrews
Jr., a Marcello attorney.

Last week the court consoli-
dated the two suits. ““This is a

_breach of discretion,”” Ses-

sions told the court. “And this
is the first time since: 1934,
which is when I began prac-
ticing law, that I have had a

suit consolidated without the

cowrt getting my views on the
matter beforehand.” -

BOTH CHANDLER and
Marcello have been stibpoe-
naed to appear before ,the
committee and are using
these suits to block the:lr ap-
pearances.

Chandler’s sult “tvLs filed
thrée monfhs ago, while Mar-
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cello’s was entered last Mdn-
day.

Marcello is scheduled to
surrender to federal officials
Friday to begin serving a two
year sentence for assault on
an FBI agent. He now has
legal moves pending in Hous-
ton, Tex., claiming he is too
sick to serve.

Ochsner Clinic officials con-

“firmed that Marcello under-

went medical tests there last
week, apparently in support of
his plea.




