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David L. Chandler today
agreed to an “informal
meeting” with a legisla-
tive committee investigat-
ing organized crime in
Louisiana, agreeing fo a
10-day truce with the
probers who had sought
to force hini fo testify.
Chandler’s attorneys and
those of the legislative panel
hammered out the truce in a
closed-door conference with
ﬁedera] District Judge Lan-
sing L. Mitchell.

Unc’er terms of the truce,
Chandler will not be placed

under oath and cannot be
prosecuted for perjury or con-

tempt, If after the truce ex- -

pires the committee reinstates
its subpoenas, Chandler still
could face court action should
he not obey them.

THE COMMITTEE is look-
ing into allegations in an ar-
ticle by  Chandler which

- charged widespread Mafia in- .

fluences in state government.
Chandler’s meeting with the
committee will be closed to
the press and will be held
Thursday or Friday in Baton
Rouge.
The committee agreed to
withdraw, at least temporari:

ly, its two subpoenas against -
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Truce
DUPLANTIER SAID the |

committee ig -still “pondering '

whethier to subpoena MarGel-

#lo, the reputed Mafia boss'in

IN THE MEETING in Judge '
Mitchell’s office were Cicers
Sessions, attorney for Chand-:
ler and Time Inc., pubhshers
of Life and cemmzttee attor-
ney John Parker of Baton
Rouge. Chandeler was called
in at the meeting’s ;‘pter
stages.

In an apparent reference to
Gov. John J. McKeithen, who
had threatened ‘to jail Chan-
dler, Judge Mitchell said:’

“If we can get certain peo-
ple in Louisiana to let Mr.
Duplantier run his committee
the way. he wants to, we will
be better off.”

The judge indicated that if
the truce fails and the mat-
ter returns to court, it may
be handled by a three-judge
federal panel.

BEFORE HE went into. the
meeting, Chandler said of the
committee probe:

“My private suspicion is
that they are more interested
in getting at my state sources
and punishing them than dny-
thing else.”

Sen. Adrian G. Duplantier,
chairman of the lagislative
committee, flew in from
Baton Rouge by helicopter to
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attend today s session. It was
originally scheduled as a for-
mal hearing on a motion by
Sessions for a temporary re-
straining order io block the
subpoenas against Chandler
but the truce made the mat-
ter moot for the time being.

IT ALSO, said Sessions, sus-
pended action on appeals filed
in the Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals and the U.S. Supreme
Court.

In a related development,
the legislative committee was
scheduled to meet in private
today with Edward J. Steimel,
director of the Public Affairs
Research Council in Baton
Rouge to hear a rundown on:
“what’s right about the Life
magazine allegations.”

STEIMEL WAS expected
to give the legislative - citi-
zens advisory committee a re-
port. on' the study which PAR
did for the Governor’'s Com-
mission on Law Enforcement
and “'the Administration of
Criminal Justice.

The study declared’ ﬂlere |
is ofganized crire 1 Louis- |
iana and, unlike top poli¢e of- |

ficials who testified af‘ the
first public hearing of the leg-
islative committee, named
Carlos Marcello of Jefferson |
Parish as a kingpin. g
Steimel, it has been
learned, advised some mem-
bers of the committee  that
there are points in the Life
story which were accyrate
and should be cited. The line
of questioning at the first

hearing generally tended to
contest the Life allegations.

Duplantier alse confirmed |
that Gov. McKeithen has been |
invited fo testify Thursday
morning, when the commitfee |
will resume its hearings. Sev-

‘eral other state officials are

expected to appear during the |
two days. i

Duplantier said the com- |
mittee has employed Gordon
Kean of Baton Rouge, Emile-
Bruneau of Baton Rouge and |
Tom Malik of Laplace as
coungel.

nored.

: Louisiana, or to also ask New
‘Orleans Police Supt. Joseph I.
Giarrusso and Sheriff Alwynn
"J. Cronvich of Jefferson Par-
ish to reappear for questmn»
ing. i

Duplantier told a news '
conference the controversy
surrounding the committee is
almost inevitable.

“I think public confidence |
will come as we go along.
You can’t have a committee
like this without contmversy,”
he said. |l

MEANWHILE, House Ju-
diciary “C” Committee pass-
ed 8-7 and sent to the floor a
resolution giving citizen mem-
bers of the Mafia probe com-
mittee the right to question
witnesses.

The resolution would spe-
cifically give citizen members
of the committee the right fo
question witnesses as opposed
to the current practice of
passing notes to legislators on
the panel.

Rep. J. Luke LeBlanc of
Lafayette, House sponsor for
the resolution, said in one
instance during the first hear-
ing a question passed by a
citizen to a lawmaker was ig-

DUPLANTIER, however,
later told newsmen that he
did not ignore the question by
Jim Levy, editor of the Bun-
kie Record.

Duplantier said Levy
wanted to ask Cronvich about
a specific point in the Life
article that the sheriff already
informed Duplantier he knew
nothing ahout,

“I thought it would be
kind of fruitless to ask a ques-
tion that I already knew what
his angwer would be,” Du-
plantier said. “Perhaps I was
wrong-l’

OPPOQSITION to the reso-
lution in committee centered
on possible constitutional
quéstions raised by ' greater
citizen partieipation

Dean Paul Hebert o{ the
Louisiana State University
law school, chairman of the
citizen half of the committee,
has said such a. step could
open the committee to consti-
tutional challenge.

The resolution was sup-
ported by the state AFL-CIO.
State AFL-CIO president Vic-
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tor Bussie is a member of the
commlttee

Duvél t6 Drop Brll

On News Sources

BATON ROUGE (AP)=Sen.
Claude B. Duval of Houma
!_said he will drop a resolution
to revoke a law which grants
newsmen immunity from dis-
closing their sources of infor-
mation.

The concurrent resolution
was introduced following the
creation of a legislative com-
mittee to investigate Life
magazine allegations of Mafia
influence in state government.

It was aimed at Life writer
David L. Chandler, who cur-
rently is locked in a legal
battle to keep from appearing
before the committee.

“THE COMMITTEE you
created - has gone over this
very carefully and we believe
the present law provides suf-
ficient remedies to get infor-
mation,” Duval said. “We

. will seek to obtain informa-
tion in the spirit of coopera-
tion, at least initially.”
Duval is vice chairman of
the Mafia probe committee.
The resolution had been
scheduled as special order of

Committee “B” tomorrow.
Duval’s decision to leave the
measure on the calendar ap-
parently ended chances of a
legislative-press battle over
the immunity law.

The law provides that “no
, reporter shall be compelled to
| disclose in any administra-
. tive, judicial or legislative

"I proceedings or anywhere else

! the identity of any informant
or ‘source of infermation ob-

" tained by him from another
person while acting as a re-
porter.”

THE LAW, however,

| parties seeking information to
| “apply to the district court of
parish where the reporter re-
sides for an order to revoke
the privilege.”

Judges, the law says, shall
grant .such an order ‘only
when the court, after hearing
the parties, shaH find the dis-
closure is essential to the pub-
lic interest.”

The judges’ decision is ap-
pealable but the privilege re-
mains in force during the ap-
peal process.

_Probe committee chairman |

| Seh. Adrian G. Duplantier

' said yesterday the COmmthee
would seek such Sc‘gmrt relief
if Chandler refusesifo answer
questions.

the day in Senate Judiciary |

in- :
cludes a provision allowing



