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The information is expect-
ed to be revealed during a
hearing on motions connected
with the Louisiana Loan and
Thrift Corp. indictments
against Gremillion 4nd. four
other persons. The hearings
on various motions by the de-
fendants ig scheduied to begin
mmorrow
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w investigators for the La-
ior-Management Commission
ne night but was rem%?ed
refore’ it cold be-determined
vho was doing 1 e eavesdrop-
)ing.

The tap was made by a
wire tied to Gremillion’s tele-
shone line outside his house.
he wire ran fo a vacant
juse next door.

A sound expert, a former
FBI agent, wag hired o check
‘he attorney - general’s tele-
phone after information got
out that only could have been
obtained in that manner.

The sound expert found
the wire and traced it to the
home. A light was burning in
the house, but no move was
made to get a search warrant
that night. The sound expert
was hesitant fo act immedi-
ately for fear it was a tap
authorized by the federal gov-
ernment.

INVESTIGATORS discov-
ered that the house was va-
cant and it was searched the
next day after the owners
were contacted. However, by
this time everything, includ-
ing -the wire to Gremillion’s
line, had been removed.

The attorney general and
Gov. John J. McKeithen have

insisted that one of the'rea-

sons the federal government
investigated Gremillion on the

LL&T probe was because of |

his involvement in the Labor-
Manggement Commission in-
vestigation. At that time a
se-crtl{on of the Justice Depart-
ment was protecting; Teams-

ter boss Edward Grady Par-'

tin, principal target of the

gar
Gremillio d uring the
course of the \UL&T hearings

on motions, may attempt 1o
ascertain if the wire tap Was
made by federal agents and if
any information was devel-
oped on his relations with th
LL&T . L

state probe.

This newspaper is encouraged to
see that the Judiciary Commission

- of Louisiana evidently intends to

make a thorough investigation into
the question of whether Criminal
District Judge Edward A. Haggerty
Jr. should continue on the bench.

Judge Haggerty, to be sure, was
acquitted by a fellow judge of the
criminal court, Matthew S. Braniff,
of charges of sohcmng for prostitu-
tion, obscenity and resisting arrest.
The charges resulted from Judge
Haggerty’s arrest at a motel stag
party Dec. 17.

The fact of Judge Haggerty’s ac-
quittal, however, does not, in our
judgment, answer the question of
whether he is morally fit to sit in
judgment of others.

Precisely because he sits in judg-
ment of others, a judge, more than
anyone e€lse in society, must con-
duct himself both in private and
in public in a manner that is above
reproach. People are entitled to
expect their judges to he of ex-
emplary character. Indeed, public
respect for the law itself is dimin-
ished when members of the judi-
ciary and other officals whose sworn
duty it is to uphold the law conduct
themselves in such a way as to

damage the dignity and integrity of

their offices.

24 February 1970

"ﬁ.ludicial Probe

The judiciary commission was
created specially to rule on matters
of this sort. Its recommendations
go to the state Supreme Court which
has the authority to remove a judge.

The Haggerty case is of particular
importance to the commission, for

it is the first case the newly-formed

body has considered. Its actions
therefore will be carefully scrutin-
ized to see whether it means busi-

. ness. So far, it looks like it does.

The commission’s executive offi-
cer, Robert LeCorgne, said last week
that the commission would not limit
itself to a mere investigation of
Judge Haggerty’s attendance at the
stag party. .

“It’s more than that,” said Mr.
Le Corgne. “It’s not being confmed
o one night.”

Pursuant to this end, the names
of more than 1,000 persons called
as prospective jurors in Judge Hag-
gerty’s court have been turned over
to the commission. Although there
has been no official confirmation of
the reason, the implication is that
the jurors will be questioned about
Judge Haggerty’s conduct on ‘the
bench.

This newspaper supports the com-
mission in its broadened probe of
Judge Haggerty’s activities, both on
and off the bench.



