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Gerflet Lauds DA But Won't Back Anyone

Mayoral candidate David
Gertler today said he will not
endorse a candidate for the
office of district attorney.
However, Gertler praised in-
cumbent DA Jim Garrison.

‘In announecing his deéision
not to endorse a candidate,
Gertler said, “The present
district attorney has establish-
ed a new and very healthy
tradition of independence in
the DA's office. To break
with that tradition (by endors-
ing a DA candidate) would
be to give in too quickly to
those long-established forces
that have controlled New Or-
leans.”

GARRISON IS opposed in
the Nov. 8 Democratic pri-
mary by Harry Connick,
Charles Ray Ward and Ross
T. Saccia. Two mayoral can-
didates, John J. Petre and
Moon Landrieu, have en-
dorsed Connick.

In his statement, Gertler
said, “It is unfortunate that
the vested interests who con-
trol one of our most important
media, and who have already
endorsed a candidate for dis-
trict attorney, now seek to
force mayoral candidates to
break with that important tra-
dition of independence and to
make this race political in
support of their chosen man.”

GERTLER SAID he has
concluded that “at this time,
and in this election, the best
interests of the city are served
by not endorsing a candidate.
My reasons are many.

“But the most important
consideration is the under our
charter and the laws of Lou-
isiana, the mayor and DA
have the effect of ‘checks and
balances’ that was the intent
of the Constitution of our
country.
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“For example, the mayor
is responsible for the opera-
tion of the police departmept
while the DA has the author-
ity and the obligation to in-
vestigate and prosecute that
department when necessary.

“IN FACT, the DA has the
authority to investigate the
office of mayor and other city
departments. These are im-
portant functions, and the of-
fices, both of which are
strong ones, tend to balance
each other in the public in-
terest.

“I feel that to endorse, es-
pecially at this time when
many seek to break the inde-
pendence of the mayor and
DA, and to use the candidacy
for the office of the DA for
purely political expediency is
not in the best interest of the
city.” .
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Connick Raps
Garrison for
Laxity in Job

Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison has
|been attacked by DA candi-
date Harry Connick for ‘not
doing his job and for trying to
make people ‘believe he did.”

Addressing a Rotary Club of
Gentilly luncheon at the Bayou
Shores Country Club yesterday,
Connick - said Garrison keeps
talking about' his ‘“‘great ac-
complishments” during his sev-
en years in office,
_ “He says he has won 850
Jury irials during his admin-
istration. This js a lot of jury
trials, But the public should

do a lot of thinking about this,"”
Connick said.

HE SAID THE 850 figure
means little more than 100 jury
trials per year since Garrison
took office. Breaking it down
fl_lrther, said Connick, by the
e:_ght sections of Criminal Dis-
trict Court (the court since hag
been expanded to 10 sections), |,
this means each section han-|,
dled only 12 jury trials yearly
or one a month. 1

“One is not enough, Some-
body is not doing his job,” Con-
nick asserted.

Connick also attacked Garri-
son’s claim that he “‘cleaned
up” Bourbon Street. -

“He says he cleaned up Bour-
bon Street, but I find it curi-
ous that the police last week|
made 51 arrests for B-drinking '
and narcoties violations. Why, |
if it was clean, were the ar-
rests made?"”

CONNICK ALSO challenged
Garrison’s claim that hig office
never has lost a murder case in
the last seven years. '

Connick said Garrison did not
prosecute any of the murder
mases himself. Most of the
murder charges were reduced
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to manslaughter, added Con-
nick.
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