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Author Sues
New Yorker
For Libel

A Marin County writer
sued The New Yorker maga-
zine for $2 million today,

claiming he was maliciously |
libeled in an article about his |,
role in an investigation of a|:

“‘conspiracy” in the assassi-i
nation of President Kennedy.

The plaintiff is William W.
Turner, 925 Vernal Ave., Mill
Valley, former FBI agent
and Ramparts editor.

The magazine, publisher
F.H. Fleischmann and re-
porter Edward Jay Epstein
were named defendants in
the suit, filed in Marin
County Superior Court.

The action cited a “Report-
er at Large” article in the
July 13, 1968 issue, in which
Epstein wrote about the in-
vestigative activities of New
Orleans District Attorney
Jim Garrison.

“Pied Piper’

The article said Garrison
relied in part on “volunteer
recruits from the growing
corps of critics of the Warren
Commission,” and added:

“A number of these people,
who might best be described
a8 peripatetic demonologists

. are aftracted to Garri-
gon like the children of Ham-
elin to the Pied Piper.”

Among these, it included
Turner and Mark Lane, au-
thor of “Rush to Judgment."

“Unstable’

Turner said in his suit it
said the article pictured him
as “mentally unstable. dis-
honest, totally without re.
gard for the rights and feel-
ings of others, and a poor
and incomplete investigator
willing to take or recommend
impetuous action based on
his own prejudices and in-

complete or unreliable ipfor-
mation."”

All of this is false, Turner
declared, and added that The
| New Yorker knew it to be
false when the article was
published.

He said he has been a suc-
cegsful author, for example
of the hooks *“The Police Es-
tablishment,” and “Invisible
Witness: The Use and Abtse
oft the New Technology of
Crime Investigation,” but
has been injured profession-

TY.
Turner asked for $1 million

in -dgamgges plus another $1

million in punitive damages.
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A Mill Valley writer
sued The New Yorker
magazine for $2 million
yesterday, charging that

he was libeled in an article
on New Orleans District

William W. Turner, 41, a
confributing editor of Ram-
parts magazine and a former
FBI agent, said the story
falsely and maliciously por-
trayed his role in Garrison's
“conspiracy” investigation in
the assassination of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy.

Turner's suit, filed in Ma-
rin county Superior Court,
said the libel. injuring his
professional reputation, oc-
curred in a ‘“‘Reporter at
Large” article written by
Edward Jay Epstein and
published July 13, 1968.

DEFENDANTS

Epstein and the publisher
of The New Yorker were
named co-defendants. |

The article said that Garri-
son at one stage in his search
for assassination clues “‘rein-
forced his permanent staff
with volunteer recruits from
a growing corps of critics of
the Warren Commission.”

'and Mark Lane, author of

| Among such “volunteers,” |
' Epstein wrote, were Turner
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falsely conveyed, among oth-
er things, the notion that he
“is a poor and incomplete in-
vestigator willing to take or
recommend impetuous action
based on his own prejudices
and incomplete or unreliable
information.”™

Turner, who Iives at 925
Vernal avenue, Mill Valley,
asked $1 million general
damages and $1 million puni-
tive damages.

He 1s the author of .two
hooks, “The. Police Estab-
lishment” and “Invisible
Witness: The Use and Abuse
of the New Technology of
Crime Investigation.” Last
yvear he was an unsuccessful
candidate for Congress in the
Sixth District.

“Rush to Judgment,” a honk‘
blasting the Warren Commis-

sion’s findings in the assassi-
| nation.
Turner said the article




