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No Marcello-Capitol Link
Found in Telephone Probe

By BILL LYNCH 343-6106, which Life had de-
(States-Item Bureau) scribed as Young’s ‘‘direct
BATON ROUGE—No evi- line.”
dence has bheen found of a

reputed telephone link| big- " ER iy
tween rackets figure Carlos 1agazine charges last- Sep

Marcello and the state Capi- ._temDer, Gov. McKeithen ‘de-
tol, a report being prepared o=

probe wwas dropped shortly
-after it became -aparent- that
the allegations against Young
may not have been true.
Stung by news stories about
the’ controversial phone, Me-
Keithen ordered Burbank to
assign Beck to the investiga-
tion. - 4
In the past few weeks:
Young has been saying he ex-
pects to be exonerated by the
Pitcher-Burbank ' report.

clared that there was ‘over-
whelming evidence against
Young, who resigned.

The Pitcher-Burbank report,
it was learned, -will show that
no evidence B'e_aring out the
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gar Hoover and U.S. Attor-

ON THE BASIS of the Life

Way Cleared for
‘Racketeer Probe

In an article published

by parish and state officials
will show, the States-Item has'
learned.

The report is being readied
for release next week by
East Baton Rouge Parish Dis-|
trict Attorney Sargent Pitch-|
er and Gen, Thomas Burhank, |
director of the sfate Depart-
ment of Public Safety. "
| IT COVERS A nine-month
investigation and a briefer
one bg Burbank into allega-
tions by Life Magazine of a
purported link between Mar-|
cello and former governor's |

aide Aubrey Young. ‘

The report relies heavily
on documents furnished
Pitcher by the U.S. Justice
Department.

The records, summary of
toll calls from Marcello’s
Town and Country Moatel in
Metairie, fail to ghow ‘any
calls to the capitol number,
]

Marcello--

Continued from Front Page
charges was obtained from
either the Justice Department
or from Life magazine' offi-
cials.

A state police investi- |

gator, Raymond Beck, inter-

viewed Marcello, who denied
he made a series of calls, to
Young in 1966 and 1967.

The Marcello interview dis-
wclosed that he had talked
twice with Young over other
telephones, as the former
governor’s aide admitted pre-
viously. It also revealed that
another person contacted
Young over the controversial
343-6106 number from Mar-
cello’s office.

THE TELEPHONE, 343-
6106, was actually a phone
- maintained in the office of

the speaker of the House for |

C. H. “Sammy” Downs, now

_an unpaid administrative as-
sistant to the governor. Downs
did not maintain an office
in the Capitol during the pe-
riod covered-by Life.

Sept.- 29,.1987,~Life said that
“mrany 'uggs, from - Jiitie,
1866, until March, 1967, Car-
los Marcello placed telephone
calls to Aubrey Young's' di-
rect line (343-6106) at the
governor’s offices in the state
Capitol at Baton Rouge.”
Life, which is being sued
by Young for $5.5 million,
later furnished Gov. McEKeith-
en with a list of dates from
May 17 through Sept. 186, dur-
ing which time 13 calls were
supposed to have been made,

governor at a New York con-
ference that the “investigation
of the period May, 1966, to
March, 1967, would, it is be-
lieved, reveal some 50 or 60
calls ot Young.”

Justice Department records
cover the period from™ May
through October, 1966. Those

.
M |

which Life may have showing
the calls were not made avail-
able to either Pitcher or the
Justice Department.

Beck and Tom McFerring,
chief counsel for the state La-

IN ADDITION, Life told the |

bor-Management Commission;

met with Life offiicals in New
York recently and received
no supporting documents from
the magazine to back up its
charg L

MAGAZINE reponted-

— e e

ly offered to “swap” inforfnd- |
tion with the {wo Louisiana
men on a “‘you show me what
you have and we’ll show you
ours” hasis. The offer was
declined.

Digtrict Attorney Pitcher, |
who is not a political ally of
the governor, was asked last
October to conduet his own
investigation into the case.

For months Pitcher was
stymied by the lack of coap-
eration from the U.S. Justice
Department.

it was only through persist-
ent efforts and appeals di-
rectly to FBI Director J. Ed-

| ney . General Ramsey Clark
hy Pitcher that the records
were eventually obtained.

ONLY LAST month the Jus-
tice Department notified
Pitcher he would receive all
of the records pertaining to
the Marcello phone that the
FBI had obtained. The Jus-
tice Department had said
earlier that the actual toll rec-
ords had been destroyed and
only a resume made by the
FBI remained,

With delivery of the avail-
able records, a final report
on the investigation was start-
| ed "by Pitcher. Gov. Me-

Keithen consistently applied
| pressure to the distriet atfor-
'ney to make a report, but

Pitcher refused to do so un-
til he had obtained all of the
records the Justice Depart-

ment would furnish.

McKeithen assigned the
state police. to do a separate
investigation [following dis-
closures by the States-Item
that another separate probe
had been halted when if be-
gan pointing in directions oth-
er than Young.

IT WAS REVEALED that
the controversial telephore
was kept in a locked cahinet
in the speaker’'s office and
answered only by a secretary
acing on behalf of Downs.

Downs also denied ever
having received .any calls
from Marcello.
¢ However, information ob-
tained from Marcello by the
state police purportedly shows
that one call was made to
Downs at that number, from
the Marcello phone.

The state police investiga-
tion also will show that" fhe
Marcello phone was located
at four points in the Town and
Couptry. Motel. -

AN EARLIER investigation,
separate from that of Pitch-
er, was being made by agents
of the Labor - Management
Commission. However, that

Obstacles in the way of free-rang-

¢ ing inquiry into Louisiana’s labor-

management racketeering problems
continue to fall.

KEarlier last month, the United
States Justice Department agreed to
hand over for the scrutiny of the
East Baton Rouge Parish district at-
torney all of its records pertaining
to mysterious telephone calls to the
Capitol.

And last week, a three-judge
federal court dismissed two suits
brought by two members of the
Baton Rouge teamsters union at-
tacking the constitutionality of the
Labor-Management Commission of
Inquiry. The suits can, of course, be
appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Also last week the State Supreme

Court upheld the Louisiana bribery
law, under which some have been
charged in the racketeering probe.
Indications are that the racketeer-
ing-probe commission may soon find
itself unfettered and free to get on
with its assigned task of ferreting
out for prosecution those responsi-

" ble for sabotaging industrial and

construction progress in the state.
Already there have been reve-
lations, and prosecutions are under
way. More than 100 charges have
been.filed against 19 persons since

the probe began last July.

But, like an iceberg, the real bulk
of the state’s racketeering troubles
seems to remain beneath the sur-

face, as yet unexposed to public
light and accountability.




