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By JOHN S. LANG
A%i%i%%%%% Pigss K%iterA hidden enemy is' carryin
. - en '
on a’stranée uerrllla warfere againgt the $1-b1§110n oil industry
of southwest %ouisiana dynamiting pipelines, oll wells, servilce
stations and communica%ion lines.

Twenty-two times in the last two years dynamlite bombs have
exploded in the secrecy of night, causing damage roughly estimated
at $1 million. ‘

Rasulting tenslons have cost two lives. \

One of the most recent blagts, a bombinﬁ\of a 22-inch gas pipeline
near Gueidan, Iaey, on Octe 5, prompted the Texaco
011l Coes to post a 350,000 rewarde No one has offered _
information to cleim 1it.

The foe 1s unnamed, his motives unclear. Only meager clues
have been found*at,ﬁombaa sltes. And countermeasures taken by
state police and the sheriffs of 10 parishes have not achleved a
single arreste.

‘Dlsturbed citizens have 1inslisted the governor take action.
gh%y>%§ve formed committees, pooled thelr money and hired private -
eTvecCliLlivesSe ' -
One drllling contractor has armed hils 22 employes with shotguns,

vowin% the bombers ‘‘are nhot going to run these men off.??

The big oll and gas corporatlons have tightened security and p

olned civlc leaders in offering rewards fotallng $80,000. But
they admlt, frivately, theg are virtua11¥ defengeless.

‘Phere must be 23,000 wells in southwest ILouisiana,®?
notes one industry spokesman. **We can’t have a man at each
we;l 24 hours & daye

“‘What can we dov Nothingg?® ,

State and local investigators point out that because dynamite
can be planted hours before 1t 1s detonated, a bomber has ample
time to escape. And the only clues discovered so far have been
a pocket knife, a ﬁiece’of clothing, packing from fuses and
items similgrly difficult to trace.

Privately officials of oil and gas compahies theorize lador
is trylng to organlze the larﬁely nonunion producing companies-firms
involved in exploring and drilling for gas and oil-and 1s harassing
the big refinin§ and distridbuting corporations which continue to
uge the small, local contractorse.

‘A maverick unlon out of California’’ may be responsible for
the trouble, says a high source on the state Iabor-Management
Commission of Inguiry. . '

The commisslon, formed during the summer by a speclal session
of the Loulsiana Ieglsleture %o solve frequent amd expansive
tieups between unions and business in the state, has a team of
investigators in southwest Loulsiana. ,

;abor eaders deny the charges vehemently.

‘We have not nor will we ever be & Eart of or condone the recent
and past dynamlting tactics,?? says the Iafayette Central Iabor
quncil, AFI~CIO. e councll says 1t issued the statement

due to rumors, false allegations and accusations in certain
quarters. that organized labor is responsible for these activities.??

The 0ilfield Workers Unlon dlsclaims a involvement with
violence and bomblngs in southwest ILouislana.

¢¢They would have already caught somebody with the union 1f 1t
Ead geen them, ** says Eli Prudhomme, business agent of the
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The shock waves of blasts and deaths can be felt by the
owner of a small business as well as exencutives of big gas
cog?aniea. / ] Y '

‘‘Investors are afriad to come into the “irea,?* says Wilfred
Begneaud, head of the aAssociation of Ind: strial Improvement
ags president of the Iafayetfe Chamber or Commerce.

I would say the economy of the area is already damaged, in what
degree is h to say.?? '

The mineral-rich area, heavily dependent on the oil and gas
industry, 1s the land of the Cajun-a hot and swampy flatland.

bite& by people who speak a French '
patols as readily as English. It stretches through the
garishes Kcounties of Acadia, Calcasleu, Cameron, Iberia,
efferson Davis, Iafayette, Ste Landry, «te Martin, ‘
Ste Mary and Vermilion. .

Begneaud says several thousand people from throughout the 1C
rerishes are supporting his improvement association.

‘“We have told the governor ver¥ emphatically that this thing has
to be stopped, and we are bappy to get the help of his group of
trained people. But we are con inulng in an
independent wa¥, making our own investigation. We have hired &
rrivate detective a eNncye . ,

Texaco, t00, 1s making its own fights In addition to its $50,000
reward, the E%gnt ccrforation has 'sent 1nvest1§ators into the o1l
fieldse Pan American etroleum'Corf.\Pas securlty officers
working on 1ts properties and hes ngtalled alarm systems in
its plants and automatic shutoff e ulpment on its pipelines.

The Shell 01l Coe., which hag spent an estimated $60,000
biring watchmen in its production fields, has offered a $10,000
eward, which is st ‘ . '

The Shell 0il Coe, which has spvent an estimated 460, 000
hirigg watchmen in its production flelds, has offered s $10, 000
reward, which is still ogen.

Chevron has a securlty force, but comg:ny 8pokesman say they
have ‘tried to work Primarily {hrough state police.
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