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Fifteen persons have heen questioned and subsequently re-
leased as St. Bernard homicide investigators pursue:leads in
the multiple killings which have mystified the area.

All were given lie detector tests. '

Walter E. Peole Jr., 22, became the fifth victim in the slay-

Cops Quiz 15 in Probe Of N.O. Multi-Killings
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Poole’s - bullet-pierced body|  THEN ON AUG. 27 the bodies
was found on the St. Bernard|of two New Orleans cab driv-
hwy. by a school bus driver.|ers, Ernest Marchese and Ar-|/murder of Young. Thomas Jo-
His death followed those of two|thur Grey, were found in their|seph Gautreaux and. William
taxicab drivers, a teenager and|cabs six miles apart in Pla-|Modis Martin Jr. also were ar-
quemines Parish.

. . : 13 Poole- was re-
| THE LATEST development leased from jail on $10,000 bond
in the case came Saturday|on the robbery charge. :
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a Harvey Negro.
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16 days later Stephen Young, a
Harvey Negro, was killed by a|was slain. (
bullet fired from a passing car
in the 1400 block of Estalotte,

That| Police said Young, Marchese

They were called to Apt. 3 at/
4545 MacArthur st., which 'is
the residence of the father of
Donald Humble, who is jail at
Point-a-la-Hache in connection
with the slaying of Ronald Rod-
rigue, 19.

A window had been broken in
the Humhble home.

The. series of evenis began
on May 9 when Poole and Rod-
rigue were arrested at Poole's
Metairie apartment for the
knifepoint robbery of an Arabl
oil station.

Rodrigue was released on

$10,000 bond on June 12, andl|
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‘Thrills’ or ‘Gangland’?

!
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In less than two months there |

have been five vicious slayings, ap-
parently connected, within the met-
ropolitan community. Two of the
victims were taxi drivers who
worked for the same company based
in New Orleans.

The first of the five victims, a
Negro man, was shot to death by
someone in a passing car. The two
other victims were Ronald Rod-

rigue, 19, of Algiers, and Walter .
E. Poole Jr., 22, of Metairie, who

was found shot, his body apparent-
1y rolled over by a car, in St. Ber-
nard Parish last Friday.

All of the victims had been shot
with a .22-caliber pistol, police said.

Law enforcement officers have
voiced belief the slayings are con-
nected. New Orleans police have
called them teenage “thrill kill-
ings.” But Sheriff Jack Rowley of
St. Bernard Parish disagrees.

a|near the spot where Marchese

Humble was seized the next|
day and charged with murder-
ing Rodrigue, Marchese and
Grey and with complicity in the

rested and charged with the
murder of Young.

pistol, and blamed the slayings
on a gang of Algiers toughs.

“This is not just a bunch of teen-
agers killing for a thrill. There is
something sinister behind it,”” Sher-
iff Rowley said last Friday after
Poole’s body had been found. The
sheriff said he saw some other “pat-
tern” to the slayings.

But what is that paftern? And
what is behind it? Also, what does
Sheriff Rowley mean by sinister?

The fact that the three earlier
suspects were still behind bars when
Poole’s body was found does not
lend credence to the thrill - kill
theory. St. Bernard investigators
described the slaying of Poole as
“gangland style.” This seems to im-
ply deliberate execution by mob-
sters.

Investigators in the three par-
ishes concerned are not, we trust,
pursuing thelr own pet theories to
the neglect of other plausible ones.

We trust that lawmen in the
three parishes are in full coopera-
tion in an effort to apprehend those
responsible for these heinous and
disconcerting crimes.



