Ji Garrison, interviewed by goe Doian, INEW, Oakiand 15 Sept. 1967

transcrived frow tape (o, &2 )

Dolan: Jiwm Garrison is on the line, the district attorney from

New Orieans, and I'll be with hiw in just a moment.

Good wmorning, ir. Jim Garrison.

Garrison: Yes. i,

D:

Thanic you for being with us. wr. Garrison, your articlie in
Playboy this wonthk is a real eye—popper. May I aslt you some specific
quesiions, piease?

Sure, Go ahead.

kir. Garrison, ¥irst oi ali, I couid tale snrmany oi these 1'll just
talte them in random order. First oi ali, what made you lose your faith
in tue Warren Coumission Heport? I understand you velieved it
implicitly.

i believed it in the sense that I accepted it because 1'd never read
it, like wost Americans. i'd say the real thing that umade me lose iy
faita in the Warren lleport was the fact that I read it, and 1 found out
it's fuil of many things which are not ouly impossinie — it is quite
untrue and could never save hanvened and never did hapypen. vut the
Warrei Neport is never even close to what hanpened.

Did the judges - didn't the judges in New Urieans say this was
insuificient as evidence?

The judges in New Urieans ruiled that the Warren ileport co.1d unot he
admitted in evidence because it was fuil of Learsay.

So you lost your faith in the Warren seport, and then what wade you
lirst start to snifi out a couspiracy?

Viell, it's obvious, actually you can see it in the Harrven ienort,
to tell the truth. but almost every studeut of the assassination who has
gone into it, whether it's Lane or naroid Yeisberg or whoever it is, hLas
found again and again indications of a conspiracy. And tize more we went
into it the wore it was anparcut that there was a very large comnspiracy
and net only that, it was apparent that CUswalid was just a patsy who was

's almost too obvious to —

o

set up, who never fired a gun that day. i
if 1 enumerated sowe oi the exanplies it would take an awful iong timwe.

but I'ii just give you one exaimie: we located a picture of the assassin's

gun, as tiey called it, veing wrouzht down from the Loolk Depository, and we
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found the person who took the picture, timed the picture, it was {ive
minutes aiter one; +this gun did not heve a telescopic sight on it.
This is 25 wminutes wefore Uswaid's gun was even iound,

tGood heavens!

It's just endless, it's wot even close. in fact, it was not even
& very good jou at covering it wp. Yie provien is one of coummunication,

thougii. e lionve trs

wie cowmmmicating outside of the city untii a

magazine like w0y taies an interest, because evervihing is xiiied on

o )

the

>, or it's mutes it down, or Cou¥ kills it, and this uig

eve in i country is swiuging with the

comrsunications counlex we

estaiishuent a

¢ thiey wiil anytbing that couwes up that eriticizes the
Jarien ieport.

Yell, wx. Garrison, why - first of all, 1'd like to clear tiis out
o1 tie way ~ wuy wouid the Varven Cowmuission, a hiue-ribbon comuission
convened to ciear us the aystery surrounding the assassination, why wouid
ti:ey dnduige im a falsehood or an evasion?

A ide is wetter, tie viggest iie in the history of maniind. They
did this - I don't imow wiat you mean by ulue-ribbvon, this is a CLA groun
iargely. You have Jdohm l.clioy who forvmed {%) the 0SS wiiich becase the
Cid; wou have Allen Dulles who is = foruer head of the UIA who is in
effect a proiessional iiar as icad of the CIA, he was there tn help see
that nothing came up e emsarvass the UIA, since the Clf was coupleteiy
invoived. Tiere was no chauce of the trubti couing out from tue outset,
You have :ichard lusseii who 1s basically a good wen but be's uwnown in the
venate as tune west iriend of tie UIA and Le's on the Senate watchdoy

e

counittee for tae UIA, You i:ad Geraid rord who's on the watcudog

couittee oi the Louse for the Uentral Intelligence

Apency. S50 vou had a
central inteiligence jgency group selected from tie outset, ss that
anytivin. that cauwe up thail wight embarrass the CI4 was put off to the side;

and the peariugs wera S0 you uever ihad an oujective

investigation at all, neared to ue.

dei:, wiy was the CIA - wiy do you think the CIf was invoived in the
assassination of a wpresident?

forwer employves oi tie Central Intelligence Agency kiiled nim.

iy goodness, r. Garrison, that's - thet's - that's an astonishing

accusation,
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It's not even close. Tiere's no gquestion avout it. 0f course
they did. The Central Jutelligence Agency was — in trying to fight

Cuba — was hiring every type oi Nazi, winutewan, anyivody - marrviages of

convenience, And wien this peuduiwn swung in our foreign policy and the

&
fresident wegen to woderate tie anproach towards comumnisy, wihether it's
right or iot, he did, and the reaction of this hazi element, the
dnutesen, individuais from the s.inutewmen, are very much invoived.

We had on our hands a nuuber of men whe had been working for the UIA for
several years, ween trained by them and paid by tiiem, and tiey set the
President up in a kind of classic guerriiia ambusii. And it isn't even
close. Thiey used vadio communicaticns, and they used a daecoy, they had
Uswald over here being set up for it - wasn't even close,

Weli, ur. Garrison, osut - now, I want to maie something clear to me
and to tie listeners: ave you saying thst these men were foruwer agents of
tue CIA, or were theyr acting for tiie CIA?

They were - the individuals invoived in the actual assassination
werc forier employes of tiie lentral Intelligence Agency, sul it is
couwpietely necessary also that persons, who at tihe time of the

assassination were on tire C1A payroll, also were invoived.

There's no guestion avout that eitier.

YHoes this wean, then, that their superiors had ‘nowliedge of this?

Ho, not necessariliy, but it weans that CIA emnleyes are up to their
nose in it and that you cannot icok into it without bumping into the CIA
at every turn. Anc¢ the Central Intelligence Agency was, and is,
determined to prevenl the truth from couwing out at all cost.

Weii, sir, was btlie UIA local phone nwiber Found in Uswald's notevoolk?

Yes, as a mabier of fact - yeai, but it was - a "code" is too exotic
a word, it's simply scrambled. Yes, tie CIA nwiber in New Urieans is
there, scrambied.

How, let we ask you this, You mention in the Playtoy interview that
a "babysitter" from the UI4 was with Uswald in Dallas in '63. wWhat was
the purpose of thisg¥

Weli, it's better to put it this way. e find that Cswalid was
never - tihe Harrven Uomuission said Le was & loner; as a matter oi fact
e was never aloune, hLe was always escorted, Le aiways had soilebody wmore or

less shepherding him, you wight say, untii they put him in the back of the
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Texas Theater where they appareutiy told him to wait for orders., and at
that moment he was Finally alone. Untii that time, he was never alone.
They just - they had too veautifu: a patsy and they wereu't going to iet
aim go.

Yeli, do you think - was je ever eaployed vy the UL or the Cia as
fur as you inow?

Uswaid?

Yeaii,

Gbviously eizployed wy the Central intelligence Ageucy. ile was
taught to speait iHussian in tie - while he was in the service. As a matter
oi fact you can find that in the Warren Commnission; anybody that wants to
talte the trouble to look cau get Voluumed, page 307, They tried to conceal
this, the Warren Commission, but here's a United States Army officer, in
this case, saying we Lave the record: of a Hussian examination taken by
Uswali: on February 25th, 1959, While he was in the iarines he had in his
record a :ussian examination; on that particular examination he did noorly.
how tie average solidier does not take Hussizn examinations,

No, tint's a little startiiug. Weli, do you thinik he was in any

way connected with the BI¥

Oniy in a liwited way, It's - they might have used him in a minor
way &s an informant, sut in no significaut way. The TBI was quite

cirearly ovrying to iind out what his inteliigence function was from the

outset, you can see tie natiern of their inguiry; they imow he is woriking

in some way ifor the - for U.S. inteiiigence, but tiey're not sure.
Weli, sir, did .r. rerrie - do you uappen to know - did you say that

A

there are 40 pages of material on Ferrie ti

2t are sitiil kept from the eyes
of tie puviic or investigators in Washington?

Tweaty-iive are wept secret n w, twenty-Live.

i wonder why. Jas ue engaged in bowbing Cubat

I don't imow precisely what he did with regard to Cuba excent that
e was very wuchk involved in it, e kuow that he woried for tue Centrail
intelligence Agency and lie was aiso deeply invedved with the iiinuteumen
here. The Minuteman organization, it way have started ofi as some sort of
idealistic thing even though I think it put too much empvhasis on violence.
but somewhere along the iine it's been peuetrated by essentially peoplie oi
hNazi outiooi. Thils is - we have a Wazi substructure in this country

wirleh is virtvaliy invisible, but it's very, Very weli organized,
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weil financed, and this is whet was veaily wacl: of kiliing the President.
vo you thiuc it extends into the government?
Ui, probably at tae employe level liere aud tiiere but not in a

ut just as well because vou do have the protectors

serious way, oub idv mig

3.

ol tie governmeut covering un wiat isanpened which - rigat now, for

exariple tiae news estavlishuicent in the east — so tiiey are in eiffect

servicing the assassins. They couldn't be doing a much better jou if

tiiey were tiiz assassins theuwseives.

w

r. Garrison - would vou mind izolding on for just a moment, sir,
L bave a counlie oi more questions I'd iike to put to you. wmay I have
anotier few minutes?

Yeal.

Loid om, viease, just a moment. Thank vou.

3 ac o me X
.v. {commercial} ...

r

Mr. Garrison?

L2554

vou very much for waiting.

Now, way 1 ask you avout :r. Shaw? Did llamsey Clark sav that
there - did ke bacibraci and say there had been 1o I investigation of
Shaws
lamsey Clar:x said tha+t there had been an ¥5I investigation of
Shaw aud he'd been cieared; Iie sald thet when Shaw was arrested.

It wasn't true sut, 1 mean, bthat's what he said.
Well, dida't he -~ didu't he iater renege aud sacii—, and al,
retract that statewent?

Later on an ofiicial oif tuhe Justice Departuent some months iater
announced that tuere nad veen a siight error, aund tiis was a 18U-degrees
ristaze and it wasn't true.

lie had not veen investigated?

That's rigut.

Now, sir, the Saturdayv Lvening Post article that came out three or
four wontiis ago which, in the eves oi wany peonlie who calied on this

program and those I've spoken with, tended to demoiish your case: could

you give us any expilanation of why the Post came oub with this piece?
Yes. i don't asnovw ii there was a asurnose out I never even pothered

1

to answer it vefore, but tl'e wan who came down here aund wrote it simply

was not ramiiiar with the facts of the Warreu Comuission at all and aad



garrison--oian, §

b

o

s

jos]

done no work at ali, it's a rather couwplex sort of thing, aud I was shocied

tizt the Post sent down a man whoe knew nothing about it. And when 1 asiced
him i3 he'd read certain areas and - and read the Jarren Commmission, e
said "I haveu't read anything." 30 Ie guessed and Le guessed wrong,
that's all, so I never took it seriously because ! lnew at the outset we
were going to win; I inew we weren't going to lose any cases; I knew that
we bhad the group of neonie who killed tre fresident, knew Low ii was done,
so I really don't care il somebody writes something that's entirely
mistaken beecause in the loung run they've only hurt theniselves, so I didn't
Lotiher to reniy. lie just didn't know what it was avout and he guessed
Wrong.

Vel:, wr. Garrison, woeuld you expliain to me, sir, in your own words,
wiy, 1f this thing goes to the heart and the core of our poiitical
systew - tiie assessiumation oi the President of the uUnited States — why
would our governue.t becowe an accessory and (ry to cover up and try to
protect the walefactorsy

ho would become an accessory?

The governuent.

Wel:, the government in a serse — elements of the government have
pbecowe an accessory, because thev're more interested in weening the peonie
calm than they arve in heving them learn the facts. That doesn't wean the
whole govermuent is like that but we Lave reached a point where much of
the governument is like that, it's a form orf fascisa. Thie west way I can
explain it is to suggest that your iisteners read "1984 " In other
words, SO0 muc: power is now involved in this thing thal some peopie feei
taat 1 the peonle learn the truth they'il becowe restless aud they'll asi
too many questions, and thev would rather hsve the people who killed
Jack nennedy ioose on the streets than have it be kumown that the
govermuent - that individuais concerned with the governuwent anelped to
narticipate iun the cover-un, in other words, they don't care what the
truth is; they've interested in so.ething that will ween the people
thinking thet they're iiving in the best of ali possible worids, And the
truth is going to be brought out because we're going to uwring it out,
aithougl the netional press is trying to blocic us in every way -

Associated Press, United Yress — we have a terriuie proovlem tryiung to

get things up the line te other people in the country. sut I want to say
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this, as 1 have the opportunity to say it, that this won't eveun sve close;
we not ouly aven't going to lose this. it won'it even be close.

r. Garrison, one iast guestion. Certainly this is a very, very
sovering allega wbion that vou're waking. You say, in your Playboy
article, tiiat because President sennedy was trying to efifect a détente
or a recomciliation with .iussia and Cuba, you beiieve this is why he was
sililed.

We lmow ti:is is why he was killied.

nat elements in our govermment weuld not wish for a détente

b

with the second foremost power on the globe with which we could lhave a

destructive nucleayr war would they resist this?
Let me make this ciear. i don't think thnt eleuents -~ any serious

eiements in our government were involved iun the assassinotion itseii.
Jhen 1 say, for example, "UIA euployes" I'u not referring to career CIA
agente; L'wm referving teo these wen that thevy use here and tiiere
temporariiy. sut - so 1 don't think tie govermweunt itseli was doing
toat, but the governmeunt, a good part of tie goveruwent, has participated
in the cover-up. kew, the ouly way to describe the organization, tiie
group oi men - several organizatlions, actually - that participated in the

kiiiing of tue rresideut, was to descrive, to use the word hazi.

S0r example, winutewen are trem.mdously iuvoived. 1 haven't Laoen wvie Ho

say thet before wecause we ad wen a.most continuously in Dalies until we

Tound out kow Tinniyv was kilied, and wien we found out how Tipnit was
kiiled we feit we'd finished with our work in Dallas. osut it was a
rinuteman propesition. The sinutemen, if tuey did not vegin tais way,
had been infiitrated vy Nazis; Wazi-oriented peopie. As @ watiter oi

fact, you ali out in Celiiornia, whether you -mow it or not, have a great

deal orf Ldnufeman eccvivity, or did up to 1983, and sone of the individunais
o« ¥ H bl

inveived are ifornia, invoived inn the assassinotion oi the

sregifent. you unove to nuderstana that to these hinutemen, these

narhi zen, the individua.s oi a hazi versuasion - it's realiy

not couservatism versus riveraliswm, it's these individuals tiat ave so far
militautliy right-wing tuey wey as weil we sit-wing - anv sort ox détente
with compmuniss ds o forw or treason; and liey regarded tie Fresident as
HAVLLY ipted treasun and they're saviuyg the country. This 1is the
sort oi inteliecl we were dealing with. vut agein, this is the biympe of

veopie tant tried te slow un the Statue ot wiverty, The
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The Dailas police force hLas a large perceutage of miuutemen on it and

o

yive involved in it too. L couzdn't say titat before, ali I could do

Lhasize the Tact that they used &t the operatviug level a

L]

peiore was em

numper o: adventurers with regard to tiae Cubaus operation. Sut now that
our men are iinisbed iu Dalias I can say the Dalias police, most of whon
are zood Juicricans, uevertheless lias a iarge percentage of iinutesen oa

theia, and tie minuvewen on tie Dallas police, who were very utmech tied in
with Jack luby, neiped service the operation.

vor

Jell, wr.

‘rison, unbaspily I'a going to iave to take my leave of

yOu. I deeply arpreciate your Leing on tne air with us and I can only
wish vou tae best oi good fortune. “ould you hoid on, please, lor jusit
A moment?

Yes.
Thanic you very much.
That was Attorney Jim Garrison, the Jolly Green (iant so-called, the

fiampoyant and coutroversial wman who says that he's going to break the
o w (=] 3

case oL tie assassination of President senuedy. Certainly those were
soue speil-vinding stateuents, reveiatious perhans, + don't imow, tut that

was hr. Jim Garriscil. You wust judge for yourseif.



