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Cov. John J. McKeithen announced.

McKeithen told a press conference following_‘ a [our-hour |

meeting with the Metropolitan
Crime Commission of New Or-
leans yesterday that if such al-
legation proved true, steps
would be taken to correct
them. : ;

The situation involving
Judge Malcolm O'Hara also |
came in for discussion.

- CHARGES OF INFLUENCE
at all levels of government in
Louisiana by organized crime
were leveled by Life Maga-
zine. Gov. McKeithen had
called the charges complete-
ly erroneous Tuesday.

"""After meeting with the
MCC, which supplied the.
magazine with the basic in:%
formation for the article of
organized crime in Louisiana,?
the governor said the state:
would work with the New Or-:
leans group to coordinate in-!
formation and efforts. ;

The governor said he is re--
stricting the proposed probe:
to state government, although:
the allegations were made:
against Jocal government as:
well. .

McKeithen said that he had -

_( ;_i‘urn to Page_ 18, Column 3) '
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no plans to investigate the
offices of either Dist. Aftys.
Jim Garrison of Orleans Par-
ish or Frank Langridge of
Jefferson Parish. '

“Right now we are going
into state government,” Me-
Keithen said.

E. C. Upton, president of
the MCC, said of the Life ar-
ticle, “We are convinced there |
is some truth to it. A lot of !
information in the Life report |
we have heen trying to give
for years.”

HE CHARGED THAT or- |
ganized crime has been using
its illicit operations to launch
into legitimate business. The
Cosa Nostra, he said, owns
and controls a greal many
businesses, financial institu-
tions, hotels, mote] and tour-
ist operations.

derworld boss, he said, is an
“extremely strong” power in
the state. But he added, ‘“‘we
can’t say he influences state
government.”

Gov, McKeithen said, “We

government’

by organized

crime. :
Upton said the Crime Com-
mission is now convinced that
“if there is anything wrong,
it will be straightened out”

Gar

Woman Volunteer

"¢ The new Orleans Parish Grand

.'g'_ury sworn in yesterday includes
among its number, for the -first

" fime in 13 years, a woman,

- % She is Mrs. Dolores V. Mason
. Smith, who volunteered for service
|85 a result of a series of articles in

BATON ROUGE—An investigation of alleged sinister in- ' 8ifis newspaper by staff writer Patsy

fluences on state government by organ_izf:d_ crime will be mgcle b
by the newly created intelligence division of sta;e police,

olms,

‘i The last woman grand juror was

Mrs. Daniel Fleming, who sat in
#4954 during the investigation of
police bribery charges.

 For years, the Criminal District
Court here has been hard-pressed
40 find jurors.

A major reason is that while
jurors. serving every other court in
the state of Louisiana are paid,
jurors sitting on Criminal Court
«cases here are not.

“ Furthermore, women can serve

&

7 September 1967

on Grand Jury

only if they volunteer. Defense at-
torneys in Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison’s
probe into the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy, in fact,
have specifically cited the lack of
women jurors here, both grand and
petit, in their moves to have charges

" against their clients dropped.

The over-all shortage of jurors
has become so bad at times that .
court baliffs have been sent running
onto the sidewalks to grab the first
person they could lay their hands
on.

Mrs. Smith’s presence on the new
grand jury is a hopeful sign. The
shortage of women jurors, however,
is but part of a much larger prob-
lem—a problem that will not be
fully alleviated until Criminal Court
jurors here are paid just as they are
in- every other court in the state.

“The"MCC is impressed that

Carlos Marcello, reputed un--

have felt no influence on state |

under McKeithen's leadership. |

“This is the first time that

we have been able to reach |

 the ear-of a responsible pub-

lic official,” Upton said.
HE SAID MAYOR Victor H.

Schiro and Garrison have de- |

nied the existence of organ-
. ized crime, '
. Aaron M. Kohn, managing |
director of the MCC, said the |

commission has been trying
for 14 years to tell the story
of organized crime in Loui-

' siana. A good bit of the basis |
of the Life article, he said, |
. came from the MCC,

He said the MCC is pre-
pared to provide the gover-
nor’s investigators with spe-

‘cific information on names

and places in
crime.

Kohn said organized crime

organized

| is involved in gambling and

slot machine operations—al-
though not so much as it once
was—prostitution and pinball
machine payoffs.

the govermor wants to do
something about the situation,
Kohn said. He said the com-
mission is convinced that

nothing was supplied to the

governor in the past to ade-
_quately portray the situation,
“THE OFFICERS OF the
MCC have left with a sense
of reassurance that we did not
have when we came here that
the governor is deeply con-
cerned about the accusations
and allegations made in the
two articles in Life maga-
zine,” Kohn said.
McKeithen said the attempt-
ed bribe offer alleged in the
first article, in which one of
his former lieutenants was

mentioned, will not be includ- !

ed in the state investigation.
The intelligence division of

- state police is the alter ego

of the investigating staff of
the Commission on Labor-
Management Disputes.
Members of the Labor-Man-
agement Board of Inquiry, in-
cluding Dean Cecil Morgan of
| Tulane University, chairman,

| and Dean Paul Hebert of LSU,
- ; vice-chairmen, met with the

 MCC and the governor for
about two hours.

The Labor - Management
i Commission’s general counsel,
: Camiﬂe Gravel, and its chief
; Investigator, Harry Roberts,
| also were at the meeting.

{ MKEITHEN SAID, “We
{ are determined to rid the la-
| bor movement and manage-
. ment of crime.”

- McKeithen said he gig
. not
' Xnow all of the factg concern-
| ing ;Iudge O'Hara and the
| MCC S request for the judge
to resign after his involye.
i’g:gg 1%1th the efforts to re-
eamster hoss J
Hoffa from jail, ames
jnTha;_ gotvernor said he will
vestigate if, if asked
Upton said_the
s:dsérmg asking

t
| o he governor

0 S0, !

Another item taken up with |
the governor by the MC% 1.::;1;
the establishment of 2 long-
range planning group on law
enforcement and administra-
tion of justice,

I
|

MCC is eon- J



