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Ggrris°2¥§§2b6L300 AP Diste. Atty. Jim Garrisen’s
prggiggn al’ascassination investigatien found itself in more
controversy teday after a star witness provided a denial to
gtatements aired by the Natienal Broadcasting Co.

Perry Russc teld newsmen Tuesda{ members of an NBC news
team sought his help **te wreck the Garrisen investigation.?’
He addgg that the NBC team alternated promises and threats in
repeated efforts te enlist his cooperatien.

In Few Yerk, the network denied Ruseso’c detailed accusatlens.

its Menday night televised pregram NBC said Garrisen

aced Russo on the witnesg stand during the preliminary hearing
gor clay L. Shaw knowin% that the witness had falled a lie
detecter test revelant to his testimon¥.

tthuese 's answers to a series of questiens indicate, in the
lagguago of the pelygraph eperator, ‘deceptien criteria®*®’, NBC
B8 . -

leonard Gurvich, a private investigater who supervised the test,
denied Russo flunked and said the polyograpq aferatar was unable
to get specific readings because Russo wag *‘highly nervous.??
Shaw, 54, a wealthy retired New Orleans businessman, hag been
indicted on charges of consgiracy to murder Presiden% John F.
Kennedy wheo was assassinated in Dallas, Tex., Nove. 22, 196Z. The
indictment wag based largely on Russo’s gran& gurg testimeny.
Russo, 25, a Baten Rougé insurence salesman, teld the
%:and %urg he attended a fart¥ in feptember 1963, at the home of

vid W, Ferrie. Russo sald 1t was there he heaﬁi Shaw, Lee
Harvey Oswald and Ferrie plot to kill the Eresident.

The 12rge?nc%§mission iou%% no grﬁdibl; evidence that Oswald
was alde e aspacsination o ennedy.

Ferrie and Oswald &are dead. Shaw 1s frez under $10,000 bend,
awalting trial.

Garrisen &ppeared briefly at the start of Russe ?s news cenference
in his office.

Earlier, the presecuter accused NBC of using *‘the big lie’? in an
attempt te wreck his investigatien.

4T Think that 1lie could have been used much more effectively by
the Justice Department,’®?’ Garrisen said. *%But, of course,
there 1s more experience there,??
- Busso teld newsmen, falter theridan of the NBC newg staff

offered *%to set me up in Califernia, proetect mg g:b and

uarantee %aﬁrison would never get me extradite ck to ILouislana’? 1if
e cooperated.

Russo sald Sheridan made the premise if he would *‘side with
NBC and the defence.?*? -
Ruseo identified twe other persons he said contacted him on behalf
of NBC as Richard Tewnley of WDEU-TV, and NBC affalliate
here, and writer James Phelan of the Saturday Evening FPest.

Russe said Townley threatened to wreck his personal reputation
unless he cooperated.

In New York, an NBC spokesman sald gownley had talked with
Russeo and on several occasions, but *‘denied telling him he was
working cleseli with the defense or threatening te ruin
Russe ’s reputation.?®

The NBC spokesmén sald Russo expressed doubts to Townlei,
Sheridan and Phelan on se ate occasions that his pretrial testimony
wag entirely true. He said Russo asked the NBC team ‘‘to find
a ag out?? for him. Ruseo seld he was told by members of the
NBC team that both the network and the Central Intelligence
Agonc were out to *wreck the Garrison investigation.??

arrlson clalms Kennedy was killed by anti-Casiro latin-Americans
who ence worked for the CIA.

At Washingten, the Federal Communications Commissien sa&ald
it had received a letter from Garrison charging KEBC with
trying to destroy his asseassination probe and referred it to the
commisslon’s complaints and compliance division.
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