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‘Get a Little Rougher’
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The U.S. Shift on Chile

Washington

The Nixon administration,
in a change of its clandes-
tine policies toward the re-
Jime o President Salvador
Allende o Chile, authorized
~the Central I tlenigeecnl
Agency to begin supplying
inancial and other aid to
anti-Allende actions in
mid-October 1971, highly re-
liable intelligence sources
said yesterday.

The administration direc-
tive, characterized by one
insider as an order to ‘‘geta
little rougher,” resulted in
direct CIA involvement, six
weeks later, in the irst
largescale middle-class
demonstrations against the
Allende regime. Allende was
overthrown: last September

in a coup d’etat in which he
lost his lie.

The street demonstrations,
known as the “March othe
Empty Pots,” led toa series
o violent clashes between
supporters and opponents o
Allende’s Marxist coalition
government. _ .

The Times’ sources were
unable to - explain why the
administration chose that
October to-step up its clan-
destine activities against Al-
lende, but the ollowingJ ac-
tors were cited in inter-
views:

e In late September, 1971,
the Chilean overnment an-
nounced that it would not
pay compensation or na-
tionalized American copper

assets, a step that threat-
ened to cost two major co?
porations more than $500
million. :

@ A chanJe in ambassa-
dors took place on Oct. 12,
1971, with Edward M. Korry,
a Kennedy administration

appointee, being replaced by .

Nathaniel M. Davis, a ca-
reer diplomat who was expe-
rienced in Soviet affairs.

@ A series of intelligence
reports relayed from the
United States mission in
Santigago to Washington in-
cluded allegations that Cu-
ban arms were being sumg-
gled to -Chilean civilians;
also that Soviet technicians,
contrary to Allende’s public
assurances, had been sent to
investigate the research and

;.ﬁmo:&nzmm of the American

oogowmmozmmngmgcvmﬁ
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. “It was a series of a lot of

little things,” a first-hand
source recalled. ‘‘Signs that

the leftists in the Allende

government were in the as-
cendency.”

According to administra-
tion sources with first-hand
knowledge, the change in
American clandestine 'poli-
cies toward the Allende gov-
ernment was communicated
to Davis shortly after his ar-
rival in Chile on October 13,
1971. Davis, who was reas-
signed to the State Depart-
ment late last year, refused,
to comment yesterday.

One administration official
with first-hand knowledge of

5

the events in Chile summa-
rized the message sent to
Ambassador Davis as say-
ing, in effect, ‘“From now on

‘you may aid the opposition
‘by any means possible.” An- -

other source said simply
that the ambassador had
been told to ‘‘get a little
rougher.” ’

All the CIA’s activities in

. Chile were conducted under

the direct authority. and su-
pervision of Smbassador Da-

vis, the Times’ sources said.
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