Findings Apparently Disputed

Chile Bars Red Cro;ss

- From Visiting Prisons
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SANTIAGO, Chile, June 4—
The Chilean military govern-
ment has prevented members
of an International Red Cross
mission from inspecting Chile’s
jails and prison camps for
sources today.

The mission of 14 Swiss had
visited jails and detention cen-
ters regularly to observe the
 treatment of prisoners since
September, immediately after
| the military c¢oup that ended
President Salvador Allende’s
socialist government. On April
30, a blanket government au-
thorization for the Red
Cross prison, visits expired. It
has not been renewed, sources
close to the mission said.

Inspection visits to the de-
tention centers — set up
throughout Chile to hold thou-
sands of Chileans ' detained
since the coup—has been the
main work of the Red Cross
mission to Chile. The mission
has regularly communicated
its findings fo the government,
but those findings have never
been made public.

Diplomats in .Santiago re-
port that the junta has appar-
ently reacted {o pressure from
the Red Cross and that, re-
cently, a2 government official
sald that a Red’ Cross report
had moved the government to
fransfer 34 former high offi.
cials of Allende’s government
from an island camp in the
Straits of Magellan td four
military installations near
Santiago.

Dawson Island, where for-
rer Cabinet ministers and
ranking politi=al officials were
held from September until
last month, is one of three
known detention camps estab-
lished by the military govern-
ment. The other two, called
Chacabuco 2nd Pisagua, are
on the edge of the Atacama
Desert in northern Chile.

The most recent official esti-
mate revealed that more than
5,000 Chileans are still de-
tained without charges at

these camps, as well as in jails
and improvised deténtion cen-
ters. - . N

Members of the Swiss-
staffed Red Cross ‘mission
have visited ali the known de-
tention centers, provided some
financial help to the families
of detained men and observed
the military irials of former
supporters of Allende.

The mission was welcomed
-at first by the military junta.
In part, its very presence rein-
forced the military govern-
ment’s argument that there
were no political prisoners af-
ter the anti-Marxist coup, only

prisoners of war taken in Chi-
le’s internal conflict and sub-
ject to the usual treatment re.
served- for POWs, including
confinement in camps and vis-
its from the Red Cross.

But the relationship cooled

over the months as reports
from the"Red Cross mission be-
gan to ‘flow to the govern-
ment. The contents of these
rerorts are not known. It is
understood, however, that mis-
sion members réported in de-
tail on the:treatment of pris-
oners. '

Given the frequency with
which former detainees have
reported that they were tor- °
tured while .inder arrest or in-
vestigation, the reports proba-
bly mentioned the use of tor-
ture, an issue on which the
junta is particularly sensitive.

In April, Santiago’s cen-
sored newspapers reported
that Red Cross men who vis-
ited the prisoners then on
Dawson Island, off the icy
southern coast, had taken for-

- bidden messages off the island -

for some prisoners and smug-
gled in weapons that were Je-
scribed only as “sharp instru-
ments.” That sort of informa-
tion could only have come
from the government, and it is
reliably understood that the
Red Cross mission was told
the. newspaper stories re-
flected the official govern-

ment view,
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