
Cover-Up Jurors Found 
Few Major Disagreements i-- 3 - 1 -4  

By Austin Scott 	 was given ample opportunity 
Washington Post Staff Writer 	 to say everything on his mind. 

The Watergate jury that 	 We stayed on each point long 
convicted some of the most 	 enough to make everyone feel 
powerful men in President 	 he wasn't forced, you know, 
Nixon's first administration 	 pressured into doing the 
had many differences of opin- 	 wrong thing." 
ion but no major disagree- 	 The case was a difficult one, 
ments during its 15 hours of 	 requiring jurors to recall 
deliberation, three of its mem- 	 nearly three months of com- 
bers said yesterday. 	 plex and often conflicting tes- 

At the outset, said foreman 	 timony by and about men in 
John A. Hoffar, "on almost ev- 	?..‘" 	 5 	the highest places of public 
ery count there was a differ- 	 trust. And that, said juror 
ence of opinion." 	 Ruth Gould, was also very 

But the nine women and 	
much on the minds of the 

three men, eight of them 	 jury  
black, took up the 17 counts of 	 "I just think that what this 
the multi-page indictment one 	 case is about is as much as any- 
by one in order, he said. They 	 thing else the preservation of 
held long and detailed discus- 	 those institutions that we put 

JOHN A. HOFFAR 	our trust in," she said, adding sions on each count, with ev- 
... Watergate foreman 	that the case was discussed in ery juror getting a chance to 	 just those terms several times say all that was on his or her 	 during the deliberations. mind, and the informal poll at • could say that we had any dis-• 

the end of each discussion was agreement," said juror Dock While the jurors ". . . may always unanimous, he said. 	Reid, a 60-year-old hotel door- not have a great deal of expe- "By the time we reviewed man. "We pretty much rience at high levels of gov- the evidence and talked about reached the same conclusion." ernment, they pretty well re-it and what was said on the "I think it was a very good late it to their lives when they stand, I don't know if you team," said Hoffar. "Everyone See JURORS, A22, Col. 1 
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felt other people should too." 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 M
rs. G

o
u
ld

 
an

d
 H

o
ffar, th

e o
n

ly
 tw

o
 so

 
far to discuss extensively w

hat 
w

en
t o

n
 b

eh
in

d
 th

e clo
sed

 
doors of the jury room

, it w
as 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se tap

es th
at 

carried
 th

e g
reatest w

eig
h

t 
w

ith the jury. 
R

eid said he thought the ju-
ro

rs gave equal w
eight to the 

tapes and the testim
ony. 

"It's h
ard

 to
 arg

u
e w

ith
 th
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tap
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o

ffar to
ld
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o

rter 
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o
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p
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ay

, W
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n
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n
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h
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h
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hey w
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m
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e d
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d
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ts to
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H
offar added that the jurors 

d
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 n
o

t b
eliev

e testim
o

n
y

 b
y

 
John N

. M
itchell, H

. R
. (B

ob) 
H

aldem
an, and John D

. E
hrl-

ich
m

an
. "M

o
st o

f th
em

 w
ere 

pretty skillful," he said. "Y
ou 

co
u

ld
 tell th

ey
'd

 b
een

 o
v

er it 
w

ith
 th

eir law
y
ers . . . T

h
ey

 
w

ouldn't lie (but) they'd avoid 
telling the w

hole truth." 
M

rs. G
o
u
ld

's reco
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n
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a
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 sim
ila

r. "
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ould find them
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. I d
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that once they [the jury] heard 
th
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 it p
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 p
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, a D
ep

artm
en

t 
of A
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W
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D
ean III told N

ixon, 'W
e have 

a can
cer w

ith
in

, clo
se to

 th
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presidency, that is grow
ing. It 

is g
ro

w
in

g
 d
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m
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ill be clear 
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the details of w

hy it is." 
"A

nd then there w
ere either 

th
ree o

r fo
u
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f H

ald
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m
an

 an
d
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e P
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en

t, I b
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e, if I rem
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b

er co
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," sh

e said
. "B

u
t I still say

 
the D

ean tape, w
hen he cam
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en
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H

offar, 57 and a retired U
.S

 
P

a
rk

 P
o
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e
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a
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e
 

th
o
u
g
h
t th

e ju
ro

rs w
ere im
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pressed w

ith D
ean. M

rs. G
ould 

concurred. 
"I w

as im
pressed w

ith D
ean 

as a w
itness because he w

as a 
v

ery
 p

recise w
itn

ess," sh
e 

said. 
"I realized

 th
at h

e h
ad

 p
er-
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red

 h
im

self. I realized
 th

at 
he had been convicted. B

ut it  

seem
ed

 to
 m

e as h
e w

as o
n

 
the stand he had no reason-to 
lie further. A

nd another thing 
ab

o
u

t all th
o

se w
itn
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r 
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e p
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n
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a
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e
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 m
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t m
o
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itness, as far as M
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ould 

w
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alm
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ach
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ix
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n
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y

er d
u

rin
g

 h
is first 

term
. 

"I felt M
r. K

alm
b

ach
's sin

-
cerity' as m

uch
.  a

s I fe
lt th

e
 

sin
cerity

 o
f an

y
 o

th
er w

it-
ness," she said. "H

e seem
ed to 

m
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an." 
K

alm
b
ach

 p
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 g

u
ilty

 
F

eb. 25, 1974, to one count of 
taking part in an illegal politi-
cal com

m
ittee and illegally ac-

cepting contributions; and one 
count of prom
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r co
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H
offar, said he does not re-

m
em

ber any of the. 17 counts 
that the jurors had an, unusu-
ally

 d
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T
helm

a W
ells, w

ho said w
ith 

p
rid

e th
at at 8

8
 sh

e w
as "o

n
e 
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the request. 
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