
B
rief B

ackground Sketches of the F
ive D

efendants in T
rial 

John N
ew

ton M
itchell 	

H
arry R

obbins H
aldem

an 
N

ex
t to

 th
e P

resid
en

t, M
r. 

H
a
ld

e
m

a
n
 w

a
s th

e
 m

o
st 

p
o
W

erfill m
an

 in
 th

e N
ix

o
n
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se.' A

 call fro
m

 
th

e ch
ief o

f staff w
as feared

 
by low

er officials, w
ho knew

 
h

im
 as a b

ru
sq

u
e task

m
aster 

w
h

o
 m

a
d

e
 e

ffic
ie

n
c
y

 h
is 

w
atchw

ord. 
W

ith few
 exceptions, even 

C
ab

in
et o

fficers h
ad

 to
 g

o
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 M

r. H
ald

em
an

 if 
they w

anted to see the P
resi-

dent—
and often they did not 

succeed. 
M

r. H
ald

em
an

 is a fo
rm

er 
advertising executive. H

is 'as-
sociation w

ith M
r. N

ixon be-
..gan in 1956 w

hen he w
as an 

ad
v

an
ce m

an
 in

 th
e seco

n
d

 
V

ice.. P
residential cam

paign. 
H

e w
o
rk

ed
 ag

ain
 fo

r M
A

. 
N

ixon in 1958, w
hen the V

ice 
P

resid
en

t w
as trav

elin
g
 in

 
b
eh

alf o
f G

O
P

 can
d
id

ates, 
a
n
d
 in

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
's c

a
m

-
p

aig
n
s in

 1
9
6

0
, 1

9
6

2
 an

d
 

1968. 
C

o
n

serv
ativ

e in
 sty

le as 
w

ell as in
 p

o
litics, M

r. H
al-

d
em

an
, w

h
o

 is 4
8

 y
ears o

ld
, 

fin
ally

 let h
is crew

-cu
t h

air 
g
ro

w
 a b

it b
efo

re th
e trial 

sta
rte

d
, H

e
 a

n
d
 Jo

h
n
 D

. 
E

hrlichm
ari resigned,  from

 the 
W

h
ite H

o
u

se u
n

d
er W

ater-
g

ate p
ressu

res o
n

 A
p

ril 3
0

, 
1973, M

r. H
aldem

an and his 
w

ife, Jo
, an

d
 th

eir fo
u
r ch

il-
d
ren

 th
en

 
retu

rn
ed

 to
 

his 
native C

alifornia. • 
M

r, H
aldem

an w
as charged 

John D
aniel E

hrlichm
an 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
's to

p
 d

o
-

m
estic ad

v
iser w

as a class-
m

ate of M
r. H

aldem
an at the 

U
niversity of S

outhern • C
ali-

fo
rn

ia
, a

n
d

 m
a
n

y
 v

ie
w

e
d

 
th

em
 as carb

o
n

 co
p

ies b
o

th
 

in
 p

erso
n
ality

 an
d
 in

 o
u
t-

look. 
L

ik
e M

r. H
ald

em
an

, M
r. 

E
h
rlich

m
an

 first b
ecam

e as-
so

c
ia

te
d
 w

ith
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 

w
h
en

 h
e d

id
 ,ad

v
an

ce w
o
rk

 
in

 th
e early

 cam
p

aig
n

s. H
e 

m
oved up to the post of tour 

d
irecto

r fo
r th

e 1
9
6
8
 cam

-
p
aig

n
 an

d
 th

en
 w

as n
am

ed
 

co
u

n
sel to

 th
e P

resid
en

t af-
ter• M

r. N
ixon's inauguration. 

T
w

o years later, • M
r. N

ixon 
M

ad
e h

im
 assistan

t fo
r d

o
-

m
estic affairs, a position that 

gaV
e him

 close access to the 
P

resid
en

t 
 

U
p

o
n

, leav
in

g
 th

e
. 

W
hite 

H
o
u
se, M

r. E
h
rlich

m
an

, 4
9
, 

returned to S
eattle to resum

e 
his once-prosperous practice 
in land-use law

. H
e w

as con-
victed of conspiracy last year 
in

 th
e
 c

a
se

 in
v

o
lv

in
g

 th
e
 

b
reak

-in
, at th

e o
ffice o

f D
r. 

D
aniel E

llsberg's.psychiatrist. 
H

e
 a

n
d
 h

is w
ife

, Je
a
n
n
e
, 

have five children. 
M

r. E
h
rlic

h
m

a
n
 w

a
s 

ch
arg

ed
 in

 th
e W

aterg
ate 

co
v
er-u

p
 trial w

ith
 co

n
sp

ir-
acy

, o
b
stru

ctio
n
 o

f ju
stice 

and perjury. T
he prosecutors 

alleged he had been involved 
in

 ap
p

ro
v

in
g

 h
u

g
e m

o
n

ey
 

paym
ents, ordering 'destruc-

tion of evidence and offering 
clem

ency to the break-in de-
fe

n
d

a
n

ts in
 e

x
c
h

a
n

g
e
 fo

r 
their silence. 

R
obert C

harles M
ardian 

M
r. 

M
ard

ian
 h

ead
ed

 th
e 

in
tern

al secu
rity

 d
iv

isio
n
 o

f 
the Justice D

epartm
ent from

 
N

o
v
em

b
er, 1

9
7
0
, to

 M
ay

 1
, 

1
9
7
2
, w

h
en

 h
e resig

n
ed

 to
 

join M
r. M

itchell on the P
res-

ident's re-election com
m

ittee. 
A

 sch
o
larly

-lo
o
k
in

g
 m

an
 

an
d

 a p
o

litical co
n

serv
ativ

e, 
M

r. M
ardian w

as an architect 
o

f th
e so

-called
 "S

o
u

th
ern

 
stra

te
g

y
" fo

r M
r. g

ix
o

n
's 

election and .the anti-school-
b
u
sin

g
 stan

d
 o

f th
e N

ix
o
n
 

A
dm

inistration. 
H

e p
ro

fessed
 g

reat sh
o
ck

 
at learn

in
g
 o

f th
e in

v
o
lv

e-
m

en
t o

f cam
p
aig

n
 aid

es in
 

th
e W

aterg
ate b

reak
-in

 an
d

 
left W

ash
in

g
to

n
 to

 jo
in

 h
is 

brothersi in a P
hoenix,, A

riz., 
b
u
ild

in
g
' co

m
p
an

y
. H

e an
d
 

his w
ife D

orothy, have three 
sons. 

M
r. - M

ardian w
as charged 

w
ith

 co
n
sp

iracy
 to

 o
b
stru

ct 
justice. T

he prosecutors said 
h
e h

ad
 tak

en
t.p

art in
 effo

rts 
to

 g
et th

e. b
u
rg

lars o
u
t o

f 
jail th

e d
ay

 th
ey

 w
ere ar-

rested
 an

d
 th

at h
e later w

as 
in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 d
iscu

ssio
n
s o

f 
hush m

oney an
d
 in

 p
rep

ara-
tio

n
' o

f a false sto
ry

 to
 b

e 
to

ld
 to

 W
aterg

ate in
v

estig
a-

tors. 
M

r. M
a
rd

ia
n
 c

o
 e

n
d
e
d
 

that his involV
em

e, 	
the 

W
atergate casehad been lini-

ited to abbut 35 days' service ,  
as a law

y
er rep

resen
tin

g
 th

e 
N

ixon re-election com
m

ittee 
in civil suits stem

m
ing from

 
the break-in... 

K
enneth W

. Parkinson 
A

 
native, of W

ashington, 
th

e 4
7

-y
ear-o

ld
 M

r. P
ark

in
-

so
n
 w

as activ
e fo

r y
ears in

 
D

istrict of C
olum

bia affairs. 
O

nce a law
 clerk in the sam

e 
U

nited S
tates.D

istrict C
ourt-

house w
here he has been on 

tria
l, h

e
 w

a
s d

ra
w

n
 in

to
 

W
atergate m

atters w
hen M

r. 
`N

ixon's cam
paign com

m
ittee 

h
ired

 h
im

 to
 rep

resen
t it in

 
A

 civil suit filed by the D
em

-
o

c
ra

ts o
v

e
r th

e
 o

rig
in

a
l 

break-in. 
H

is, law
 practice included 

organization of corporations, 
real estate, zoning and lobby-
in

g
.. H

e also
 w

as an
 o

ffice-
holder on the B

oard of T
rade, 

the L
egal A

id S
ociety and the 

D
istrict of C

olum
bia B

ar A
s-

so
ciatio

n
. H

e an
d
 h

is w
ife 

have three sons. 
M

r. P
arkinson w

as charged 
w

ith conspiracy and obstruc-
tio

n
 o

f , ju
stice. T

h
e p

ro
se-

cu
to

rs ch
arg

ed
 th

at h
e h

ad
 

In
tith

h
eld

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 fro

m
 

au
th

o
rities an

d
 h

ad
 b

een
 in-

volved 
in

 p
assin

g
 a list o

f 
, m

o
n

ey
 d

em
an

d
s fro

m
 th

e 
burglars to the W

hite H
ouse 

counsel, John W
. D

ean. M
r. 

P
arkinson contended that his 

o
n
ly

 in
v
o
lv

em
en

t w
as as a 

law
yer and that he had been 

lied
 to

 b
y
 M

r. M
itch

ell an
d
 

M
r, M

ardiar* 

M
r. M

itchell w
as A

ttorney 
G

eneral' from
 Jan. '20; 1969, 

to
 M

arch
 1

; 1
9
7
Z

 -w
h

en
 h

e 
resig

n
ed

 to
 h

ead
 '.P

resid
en

t 
N

ix
o
n
's re-electio

n
 co

m
m

it-
tee. T

hree m
onths later—

and 
after th

e W
aterg

ate b
reak

-in
 

h
e left th

e p
eS

t, say
in

g
 h

e 
w

as doing so at the insistence 
of his w

ife, M
artha. 

M
r. N

ixon and M
r.,M

itchell 
b

ecam
e clo

se frien
d

s in
 th

e 
m

id-nineteen-sixties 	
w

hen 
th

ey
 w

ere w
ith

 W
all S

treet 
law

 firm
s th

at m
erg

ed
. M

r. 
M

itchell m
anaged M

r. N
ixon's 

1
9

6
8

 P
resid

en
tial cam

p
aig

n
, 

an
d

 early
 in

 h
is first term

, 
M

r. N
ixon described the 

torney G
eneral •as• "m

y otos-- 
est ad

v
iser, as y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

, o
n

 
all legal m

atters and on m
any 

o
th

er m
atters as w

ell." 
. B

orn S
ept. 5,' 1913, in D

e-
troit, M

r. M
itchell w

as•gradd-
ated

, fro
m

 F
o

rd
h

am
 U

n
iv

er-
sity L

aw
. S

chool and becam
e 

o
n

e o
f th

e n
atio

n
's lead

in
g

 
b
o
n
d
 law

y
ers. H

e an
d
 h

is 
w

ife separated in S
eptem

ber, 
1973. T

hey have, one daugh-
ter, an

d
 h

e h
as a so

n
 an

d
 a • 

d
au

g
h
ter b

y
 a p

rev
io

u
s m

ar-
riage. 

M
r. M

itch
ell w

as ch
arg

ed
 ' 

w
ith

 co
n

sp
iracy

, o
b

stru
ctio

n
 

o
f ju

stice 
and 

p
erju

ry
. T

h
e 

p
ro

secu
to

rs ch
arg

ed
 th

an
 h

e , 
h

ad
 ap

p
ro

v
ed

 th
e p

o
litical 

intelligence plan that led-, to 
the break-in and then played 
a central role in the cover-up, 
M

r. 
M

itch
ell d

en
ied

 h
e h

ad
 w

ith
 co

n
sp

iracy
, o

b
stru

ctio
n
 

approved the intelligence plan 	
ju

stice an
d
 p

erju
ry

. H
is 

an
d

 co
n

ten
d

ed
 'h

e . h
ad

 b
een

 law
y

er b
ran

d
ed

 th
e ch

ief 
m

ade a scapegoat by a, group. 
governm

ent w
itnesses "pro- 

of W
hite H

ouse. aides.. 	
. 	

. fessio
n
al liars." 


