FBI ‘Bug’
Issue Slows

Vets’ Trial
By gn%? R?binson

Washington Post Staff Writer

¢ GAINESVILLE, Fla., Aug.
—The federal judge presid-
ng at the trial of eight per-
ons charged with conspir-
Cy to cause a riot at the
1972 Republican National
Convention today~ stopped
telephone company workers
from entering a wire room
in the federal courthouse
here in which ‘two  FBI
agents were found with elee-
onic equipment last night.

. The work cannot continue
'ntll an electronics expert
hosen by the defendants ac-

ompanies the ‘telephone
employees into the room,
E}robably in two days, U.S.

istrict Court Judge Win- ‘

ton E. Arnow said.
Prosecutor Jack Carrouth
had asked that the phone
workers be allowed into the
room so additional" phone
lines to his office could be
installed. Defense Attorney
Larry Turner, who is repre-
senting one of the eight de-
fendants, objected strenu-
ously, indicating he felt the
move might be a ‘ploy 'to
cover alleged government
eavesdropping. p
Turner was one of the de-
fense attorneys using an- of-

fice adjacent to the phone ..

closet in which the two FBI
agents were found at the
end of Tuesday’s session of
the trial. The agents said
they had been “checking
out” FBI lines when discov-
ered by defense attorneys.
Among the items in a
briefcase carried by the FBI
gent-in the room were .two
mplifiers, earphones, a
ansmitter, a blow torch,
and other tools and equip-
ent. One of the sgents
Ngéld a telephone hand set.
The discovery- was made
at 6:15 p.m. by defense attor-
neys who were using the ad-
jacent room for a staff con-
ference. The agents were
seen through "a knee-high
ratmg in the wall between
e two rooms and were
rought out of the room by
.S. marshals under the di-
ection of Judge Arnow.
Arnow held an impromptu
earmg in his chambers
out the incident but ref-
used to impound the equip-
ment, allow detailed ques-
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Moxton Stayis. (eenter), clnei' attorneyior “Gainesville 8,”
who-are eharged with tryingito dlsrupt the 1972 GOP
conventlon, digé ses FBI eIectromc _procedures with
newsmen after ;mdge denied motxon to suspend the trial.

ioning of. the*-agents, or
lake any: - action
hem.

Earlier today, Judge Ar-
now denied a motion by de-
fendant William Patterson,

‘who is representing hlmself

that the trial be delayed un-
til the court holds a full
hearing on the FBI agent in-
cident. Patterson also has
requested the Senate Water-
gat Committee to probe al-

leged government miscon- .

duct in the case against
Seven Vietham ‘Veterans
Against - the War - and one
supporter. -

. In a telegram to Sen Sam -
.Ervin (D-NC), Patterson and

five other. defendants said
they were asking for the
congressional probé because

“the executive and judicial- .

branches of our government
appear incapable of .offering
any immediate relief rom
such abuses.of justice.”

There was no immediate
response from the commit-
tee.

against.

While Arnow demed to-
.day’s defense motions for an
immediate delay in the trial
while the alleged bugging
incident is probed the judge
said  he uld reconsider

¢ that ruling® ,after a Jury is:

‘selected.

When the US attorney
asked today that the phone
company be allowed to in-

“ stall the additional lines, Ar-
- ow said- at- first :that the

=work could proeeed. When
the defense objected, Arnow.
said a marshal and a repre-
sentative of the defense
staff could: stay “with the
phone - company -employees
while the-work was-in prog-
ress. .

After the defense ob-

“jected to that and asked for
; the phone work to be halted

while the electronics expert
was called in, Judge. Arnow .
stood up,. threw his pen on
to his desk and exclaimed:

“Somebody has to believe in
somebody. I'm tired of hav-
ing to handle these kinds of
problems.”



