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Dean Friend:

People dying needlessly is a senious thing. ALL of us
have a premonition of oun own death. And that disturnbs us.
Death 4is a future we all have in common, therefore it makes
no sense to treat the deaths of othens Lightly. They are
ourn future.

The membens of Vietnam Veterans Against the Wan [VVAW)
realize this fact more s0 than most people. We were the
human instruments this government used #o carry out its Lin-
sane policy of death and desiruction on the people of Viet-
nam. It took a Long Zime 4for many 04 us to realize that U.
S. policies in Indo-China are caiminal. 1t took a Long Zime
gorn many of us to realize that Nixon's plan of "Vietnamiza-
tion" 48 nothing but the most contemptible, nacist arrogance
possible. But nealdize we did, and now we are dedicated %o
ending Zhis genocidal conglict and attempting to atone, by
oun actions, the harm we pensonally did.

We numben among our membens sailons and marines, pri-
vates and generals, nurses, grunts, pilots and doctors. We
are what Vice President Agnew is fond of calling, "our best
men who §ight in Asian nice paddies to preserve freedom".
The "best men" ane back now, with the realization that we
were not fighting Zo presenve freedom in Vietnam, but Zo
prevent freedom forn the Vietnamese people. We are back;
many of us whole, many without eyes, arms, Legs, or a comb-
ination of all; we have the same cry: "Stop the senseless
sLaughtern now!" This administration nealizes the credibil-
Lty we have with fhe Amenican people and they must suppress
oun dissenting vodces - especially in this election yean.
The administration has stated on many occasions that the wax
48 a "non-{issue"; we wonden if they can convince the Viet-
namese people as to the validity of that statement?

In ordern to s4ilence us, the government has changed six
Leadens of VVAW with "conspining to promote a riot at the
Republican Convention by use of cherry bombs, smoke bombs,
sLingshots, crossbows, "fried" manbles, explosives and auto-
matic weapons”. Probably the biggest question in everyone's
mind <8 whelhen we ane, in fact, guilty of these chanrges.

WE ARE NOT GUILTY! The whole existence of VVAW is based on
Zhe fact that we who were once the pawns in the sysitematic
destruction of the people and fLands of Indo-China feel a
much greater value for human Life Zhan our own government
does. Now the government is trying to charge us with the
very chime of which we have been accusing them for five yeans



- the total disregard of human Life in order to achdieve Lts ilLlLegal
objectives.

No one knows betten than the torturen himself what Zorture means.
No one undenstands bombing betten than the bomber, guns bettern than
the gunnen, death than he who kiff£s. Since we once pariicipated 4in
its deadly games, the government thinks it will be easy fo convdince
people that we would be willing to adopt its violent methods for oun
own ends. ,

14 we were not protesting - 4if we were not resisdiing a crimiral
warn policy - we would be considered herces on the basis of our wan
necords. Look at the VVAW recond of non-viofence and fudge gor younr-
self. 1In the past five yeans, VVAW has organized hundreds of demon-
strnations 4in eveny state of the Union; none has resulted in vielence.
The only thing 04 which we are guility 4is ftelling the truth. The only
dangen to the govermment 48 oun presence, because we gxpose LZs hy-
pocracies, Lies and criminality betiter than anyone else; and we wilfl
not be silenced.

To provide an adequate defense to these nidiculous charges re-
quines much money. The cosis of travel, Legal and communication
expenses will be enommous. We estimate that $175,000 will be needed
to adequately defend ournselves and %o educate the Amerdican people Zo
the {fact that this administration will go Zo any Lengths Lo supphress
Legal political dissent. To naise this amount we depend entirnely on
donations. We have no professional fund-raisens and we do all Zhe
work ournselves.

In the §inal analysis, oun defense is up to vou. T4 you believe
in us, 4§ you believe 4in what we are doing and in what we will con-
tinue to do, please support us. Collectively, we face prisdon Lerms
04§ 45 yeans and f<ines up to $80,000, simply for exercisding Zhe Con-
stitutional nights which we wenrne supposedly defending in Vietnam. We
are not violent. We no Longern §ight with weapons, but with wonrds;
and we §ight only §or peace. You have supported the peace movement
in the past; by supporting the Gainesville Conspiracy Defense you are
supponting the entire anti-war movement.

Fon Peace and Justice
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