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pede the FBI's investigation of Water-
gate, turned over a $350,000 cash fund
that was used to buy the burglars’ si-
lence and knew in general about the
Liddy plans well before anyone was ar-
rested. The case against him looks
strongest of all.

JOHN EHRLICHMAN. The testimony
of Kalmbach, Nixon’s former personal
attorney, is damning to Ehrlichman. As
Ehrlichman sat stonily with head down
at his front table, Kalmbach repeated

his celebrated Senate testimony: “John,
I am looking you right in the eye,” while
seeking reassurance from Ehrlichman
that he should continue to pass out cash
to the burglars. When a tape (secretly
made by Ehrlichman) was played of
Kalmbach recounting that conversation
in a telephone call to Ehrlichman,
Kalmbach’s voice on the tape cracked.
Simultaneously, on the stand Kalmbach
fought back tears. Later he did weep.
Staring down at Ehrlichman, Kalmbach
also testified that the two had once sat

in a car overlooking the Pacific when
Ehrlichman told him: “I want you to
be certain that you identify John Dean
as the one who directed you in these
[payoff] efforts.” Kalmbach said he re-
plied: “ ‘And you, too, John.” ”

That testimony may have made
Ehrlichman look, to the jury, like a man
who had betrayed a friend. Other than
that, however, Ehrlichman seems in the
best position, poor as that is, of all the de-
fendants. His smooth and imposing law-
yer, William Frates, has a good chance

Wagons Around the President

Tapes of White House conversations
made public for the first time at the
Watergate cover-up trial last week, as
well as portions of other conversations
edited out of earlier White House tran-
scripts, show that Richard Nixon
planned and participated in cover-up
acts almost from the beginning, then
grew increasingly suspicious of his aides
as he sought frantically to protect him-
self. Some excerpts:

GRANTING PARDONS

April 14, 1973. President Nixon,
H.R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman.

P. You get them full pardons. That’s
what they have to have, John ... Do
you agree?

E. Yep, I sure do.

Jan. 8, 1973. Nixon and a former
aide, Charles Colson.

P. Basically I, uh, question of clem-
ency ... Hunt’s is a simple case. I mean,
after all, the man’s wife is dead, was
killed; he’s got one child that has —

C. Brain damage from an automo-
bile accident.

P. We’ll build, we’ll build that son
of a bitch up like nobody’s business.
We'll have [William] Buckley write a
column and say, you know, that he, that
he should have clemency, if you’ve giv-
en 18 years of service.*

PAYING HUSH MONEY

April 14, 1973. Nixon meets with
Ehrlichman.

P. They've gotta have a straight
damn line that of course we raised mon-
ey. Be very honest about it. But, uh, we
raised money for a purpose that we
thought was perfectly proper.

E. Um hum. Uh hum.

P. But we didn’t want to shut ’em
up. These men were guilty ... We just
didn’t, we didn’t want ’em to talk to the
press.

E. Yeah, yeah.

P. That’s perfectly legitimate, isn’t

*Asked about this by the New York Times,

Buckley declared: “I don’t need to be reminded

to write columns urging clemency, even for sons

of bitches, as Mr. Nixon would know by now

from personal experience.” Buckley in his syn-

%}gated column supported Ford’s pardoning of
ixon.

it? Or is it? Legitimate not to want them
to talk to the press.

E. I think itis. I, uh, I, I don’t have
a perfect understanding of the, of the
law on that and I ... [Three days later,
when the subject was brought up again,
Ehrlichman added: “Before I get too far
out on that,.uh, I want to talk to an at-
torney.”]

FEARING JOHN DEAN

April 19, 1973. Nixon and Ehrlich-
man discuss John Dean’s meeting with
Nixon on March 21, 1973, in which Dean
warned of “a cancer growing on the pres-
idency” and Nixon approved paying
money to silence Hunt. Dean is talking
to the prosecutors.

P. Don’t know what the son of a
bitch is going to say ... He’s obviously
very upset. He's just lashing out. God-
dammit ... I'm at a loss ... that god-
dam Dean.

E. I think you can very truthfully
and logically and properly say that . ..

P. I was really trying to probe his
thought process. I went down every road
we possibly could . . .

E. Exactly right. You see, you're the
one who ... said ... “Send that man to
Camp David ... and let’s get it all
down.” That’s when he was uncovered.

P. I suppose that really isn’t true ...
Well, that’s what we have to say.

April 25, 1973. Nixon, Haldeman
and Ehrlichman.

E. Obviously, neither one of us wants
to do anything to harm you in any way;
we want to avoid harming you. . . I think
it’s entirely conceivable that if Dean is
totally out of control and if matters are
not handled adroitly that you could get
a resolution of impeachment . . .

P. That’s right.

E. ... My own analysis is that what
he has falls far short of any commission
of a crime by you ... so far as I know
... I don’t know what you have talked
about with hith in those ten or twelve
hours you and he spent there in . . . Feb-
ruary and March.

April 25, 1973. Nixon meets with
Haldeman.

P. You, Ehrlichman and I have got
to put the wagons up around the Pres-

ident on this particular conversation
[the President’s March 21 talk with
Deanl. I just wonder if the son of a bitch
had a recorder on him. I didn’t notice
any but I wasn’t looking.

H. It’s almost inconceivable that the
guy would try that . ..

P. He was really coming in, in fact,
to warn me.

H. ... Ithink you probably surprised
him enormously by, by even raising this
point. ..

P. What, what?

H. Of, you know, well, we could get
the money.

P. Yeah.

H. I think that’s the last thing he ex-
pected you to say.

April 25, 1973 (later in the day). Nix-
on and Haldeman.

P. Is there any, uh, way that, uh,
even surreptitiously or discreetly or oth-
erwise, I mean, that, a way you could de-
termine whether, uh, this matter of
whether Dean might have walked in
there with a recorder on him?

H. No, I don’t think there is any
way ... so remote as to be almost be-
yond possibility.

P. ... But the point is that that’s,
ah, that’s a real bomb, isn’t it?

H. Ah,ya.

P. Put that on the desk with [then
Deputy Attorney General] Henry Peter-
sen and says, “I gotta recording of the
President of the United States and here’s
what he said.” ... I didn’t look at him
that closely, but you were there, god-
dam, I mean ... even the smallest ones
are bulky enough that ... with a fellow
like Dean you’d sort of see that, wouldn’t
ya, where do you carry them, in your
hip pocket or your breast pocket?

H. Oh, under your arm, you know,
where they carry a pistol holster or
something?

P. ... The point is that, ah, now if
he’s going to have this pissing contest
... all right, bring it out and fight it out
and it’ll be a bloody goddam thing, you
know in a strange kind of way that’s
life, isn’t it ... be rough as a cob and
we’ll survive . . . Despite all the polls and
all the rest I think there’s still a hell of
a lot of people out there ... you know,
they, they want to believe, that’s the
point, isn’t it?

H. Why sure, want to and do.
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