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Washington Post Staff Writer

President Nixon, testify-
ing in the  form of sworn
written statements as the
last defense witness for for-
mer White House aide John
D. Ehrlichman in the Ells-
berg break-in trial, said once
again yesterday that he did
not authorize the break-in.

The reading of the Presi-
dent’s_ .-testimony came
shortly after Secretary of
State Henry A. Kissinger,
fresh from global politieal
discussions in Europe, gave
the briefiest testimony of
the trial as ;an Ehrhchman

- defense witnéss:

It took only one minute
and 48 seconds for the Sec-
retary to answer a total of
four. questions—including
one asking his name and
position. He used a total of
19 words in his tour 1espon-
ses.

Kissinger denied ever hav-
ing ordered that a psycho-
logical profile be prepared
of Pentagon Papers codefen-
dant Daniel Ellsberg. De-
fense - aftorneys hope that
his testimony will raise
doubts about the credibility
of a posecution witness who
allegedly told a CIA psychi-
atrist that Kissinger did or-
der the profile.

Mr. Nixon’s answers to. six
questions by defense attor-
neys and prosecutors

marked only the fourth or
fifth time in the country’s
history that a President has
testified in a criminal trial
in any form, according to at-
torneys in'the case.

U.S. Distriect Judge Ger-
hard A. Gesell read the
questions and answers to a
12-member jury here as the
defense closed its case yes-
terday afternoon. Gesell
made it.clear in court be-
forehand .that Mr. Nixon’s
answers were requested, not

Nixon Defended on Tapes

White House press secretary. Ronald L. Ziegler said
yesterday-that President Nixon’s-actions refute his words
in taped White House conversations in which he ordered
aides to “stonewall” and otherwise continue the Water-
gate cover-up. His remarks came during a White House

brlefmg
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pected four to five hours of
closing arguments for today.
He said the case would go to
tfle jury before noon on Fri-
agy-
#Ehrlichman, Barker and
Martmez all took the stand
§ their own defense and
esented additional charac-
mtnesses Liddy did not
esent any witnesses, nor
he'take the stand. ‘

esident had been dis-
fissed ‘throughout the trial,
the final wording of the in-
térrogatories was  not
reached until Tuesday night
and the questions were kept
secret. until Judge Gesell
read them to the jury.

%wﬁtten questions to the

In his answers, President.

Nixon said that he author-
ized the White House spe-
éif'mvestlgatlons unit “to
prevent and halt leaks of vi-
1:’51 security information; and

prepare ‘an accurate his-
gry of certain critical na-
t-%onal

k

security matters

which occurred under prior

administrations.”
He said he instructed
Ehrlichman “to exercise

general supervisory control
over the unit,” and recalled
“repeatedly emphasizing to
Mr. Ehrlichman that this
was a highly classified mat-
ter which could be discussed
with others only on an abso-
lutely ‘need-to-know’ basis.”

Ehrlichman has contended

- . that his attempts to conceal
+Although the possibility

the break-in, about which
other coconspirators have
testified, occurred because
of the presidential orders
and not because of any
“consciousness of guilt,” as
prosecutors have charged.
President  Nixon does not
specifically say that Ehrlich-
man was told to hide the
break-in or when he gave in-
structions on the secrecy of
the unit, but generally the
functions of the unit as a
whole . were to remain se-
cret. -

The President said he felt
that “the unit could not
function effectively if its ex-

istence or the nature and
details of its work were
compromised by disclosure.”

He also said, as he had
previously, that he was first
informed of the Fielding
break-in on March 17, 1973.

Lastly, he was asked:

‘Did you ever authorize:
anyone on the White House
staff to search the files of
Dr. Fielding for information
about Dr. Ellsberg, without
a warrant or the permission
of Dr. Fielding, or to hire
others to do so?”

The President replied in
his written answer: “No.”

The reading of the Presi-
dent’s written answers car-
ried with it none of the high
drama that accompanied the
appearance of Secretary
Kissinger as a live witness
yesterday morning.

People began lining up
outside the courthouse at 4
a.m. yesterday to catch a
glimpse of him as he ar-
rived, and Washington Post
staff writer Margot Horn-
blower reported that the
crowd had swelled to 300 by

Statement Read at Aide’s Trial

ordered, and read a letter
from Nixon in which the
President said that the ques-
tions were being answered
“as a matter of discretion

. in the mterest of jus-

tice.”

Erlichman, former White
House aide G. Gordon
Liddy, Eugenio Martinez

and Bernard L. Barker are
charged with conspiring to
viclate the. civil rights ot
Ellsberg’s psychiatrist, Dy
Lewis Fielding, by breaking
into his Beverly Hills,
Calif., office on Sept. 3, 1971,
to obtain information for
the profile. Ehrlichman is
also  chargded with four
counts of lying to federal in-
vestigators  probing  the
break-in.

With the close of the de-
fense case yesterday, Judge
Gesell scheduled an ex-
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the time Kissinger alighted
from his large black, limou-
sine about 11 a.m.

Hundreds of cameras
clicked at once and the
crowd gaped, gasped and ap-
plauded.

Dwarfed by two tall po-
licemen on either side, and
surrounded by Secret Serv-
ice men, Kissinger smiled
and waved as he walked into
the courhouse. .

The trial had been de-
layed for 50 minutes as the
judge waited for Kissinger
to finish a congressional
briefing on the summit tour
from which he returned yes-
terday.

The first question from
Ehrlichman defense attor-
ney William S. Frates asked
Kissinger’s name and occu-
patidn.

“Henry Alber’c Kissinger,
Secretary of State.”

«Q. Tell his honor and the
jury if before August 12,
1971, you authorized directly
or indirectly David Young
to request from the CIA a
psychological profile of Dan-
iel Ellsherg?”



“A. I did not.”

Assistant Watergate Spe-
cial Prosecutor Philip Bakes
had two questions:

“Q. Apart from whether
you auhtorized a direct psy-
chological profile, did you
have any knowledge that a
psychological profile was be-
ing worked on by the CIA
or David Young?”

“A. T had no such knowl-
edge.” -

“Q. Did you have any
knowledge whether there
was a plan to obtain psycho-
logical information regard-
-ing Daniel Ellsberg or his
psychological files from his
psychiatrist?”

“A. I had no such knowl-
edge.”’

Dr. Kissinger then left the
stand., Former White House
special counsel Charles W.
Colson had testified during
the trail that Kissinger had,
along with the President, or-
dered him to disseminate
derogatory information on
Ellsberg, but no questions
were asked of the secretary
about that charge.



