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N. Y. Post Correspondent
WASHINGTON — John D.
Ehrlichman, taking the stand
in his own defense, testified
today that President Nixon
had ordered him to end his
association with the White
House “plumbers unit” two
months before the group
broke into the offices of Dr.

Daniel Ellsberg’s psychiatrist, |

Ehrlichman said that Nix-
on had directed him to re-
sume his activities as White
House domestic affairs chief
and that management of the
plumbers would be placed in
other hands.

Speaking slowly and chop- :

ping at the air with his
fists, Ehrlichman sought to
convince the jury he was not
part of a conspiracy to vio-
late the civil rights of Dr.
Lewis J. Fielding by plot-
ting to break into his office
and copy Ellsberg’s psychi-
atric files.

Ehrlichman testified that -
Nixon was greatly concerned

in June 1971, when the Pen-
tagon Papers first began to
appear in the press. Ells-
berg has admitted he had
leaked the papers, which
outlined the history of U. S.
involvement in Southeast
Asia.
Cites New Duties

Later that month, Ehrlich-
man said, the President
“charged not only myself but
Dr. Kissinger and several
other people in the White
House” to help the Justice
Dept. prepare suits to pre-
vent further publication of
secret documents.

Secretary of State Kis-

singer at the time was Nix-
on’s national security adviser.

The group ‘“met over a pe-
riod of two weeks” to imple-
ment the President’s instrue-
tions, Ehrlichman said.

But “the status of the
group changed on the second
of July,” Ehrlichman testi-
fied.
‘You get back on domestic
policy stuff and you have
the Pentagon Papers and the
Ellsberg matters handled by
the person I will designate.’”

That man was Egil (Bud)
Krogh, Ehrlichman said.
Krogh has already served a
prison term for his part in
" the Ellsherg case.

The break-in at Fielding’s
Beverly Hills offices occurred
Sept. 3, 1971.

The prosecution has aec-
cused Ehrlichman of approv-
ing the Fielding break-in sev-
eral times in the weeks pre-
ceding the operation.

In his testimony, BEhrlich-
man also will attempt to
show he was not trying to
cover up the break-in, be-
cause of “guilty knowldege,”

-nearly two years after the
crime took place: by instruct
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Krogh Jr. and David R.
Young not to discuss it with
anyone, including a grand
jury studying the case.
Nixor’s Orders?

Instead, he will insist the
orders not to discuss the
case came from the Presi-
dent himself. “The jury
has a right to believe that
Mr. Ehrlichman was follow-
ing the President’s orders,”
Erlichman’s chief defense
lawyer, William Frates, told
Federal Judge Gerhard A.
Gessell on Friday as the de-
fense opened its case.

But Gesell warned Frates
if Ehrlichman takes
that approach — that the
President issued the .orders,
based on national security
considerations — “they were
illegal orders and I intend
to tell the jury that. The
inquiry of a grand jury can-
not be limited by the Presi-
dent or anyone.”

Ehrlichman and three
others are charged with
violating Dr. Fielding’s civil
rights by breaking into his
Beverly Hills, Cal. office
during Labor Day weekend
of 1971.

The former Presidential
aide is also charged with
three counts of perjury be-
fore a grand jury and one
count of making false state-
ments to FBI agents.

‘Serious Reservations’

Gesell said Friday, after
the prosecution finished its
case, that he had “very
serious reservations” about
the FBI count, noting that
“there may be some ques-
tion of its Constitutionality.”

But he told 'Frates that
for the moment he would
not dismiss it because he
felt the jury might misinter-
pret. his actions, and that
he might consider such an
action later. s



