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B
y JO

Y
C

E
 IL

L
IG

 

IS T
H

E
 P

U
B

L
IC

 T
IR

E
D

 of reading-about 
W

atergate? Judging from
 the first w

eek of 
sales figures and print orders for the tw

o 
m

ass-m
arket paperback editions of N

ix-
on's transcripts, people are racing to buy 
the books as fast as D

ell and B
antam

 can 
get them

 out. 
A

lthough the num
ber of books in print 

,at b
oth

 h
ou

ses ch
an

ged
 d

aily to k
eep

 
pace w

ith the rapid reorders, by the end 
of th

e first w
eek

 of p
u

b
lication

 D
ell w

as 
rep

ortin
g 1.7 m

illion
 cop

ies in
 p

rin
t an

d
 

an
ticip

atin
g a total sale of th

ree m
illion

 
copies. B

antam
 had 4.4 m

illion copies in 
p

rin
t an

d
 estim

ated
 th

e sale of tw
o m

il-
lion copies by the end of the second w

eek. 
D

istrict N
ew

s, w
holesale distributors to 

14,000 retail outlets in the D
istrict of C

o-
lum

bia area, distributed 112,000 copies of 
the tw

o editions in the first w
eek: 65,000 

JO
Y

C
E

 IL
L

IG
 reports frequently on the 

publishing scene for B
ook W

orld. 

of th
e bantam

 ed
ition

 an
d

 47,000 of th
e 

D
ell ed

ition
. A

ccord
in

g to th
e sales fig-

ures from
 both D

ell and B
antam

, there's a 
cross-country interest in the transcripts. 
bell reports that the P

entagon new
stand 

sold 352 copies in the first w
eek; that 900 

copies w
ere sold at N

ational A
irport; that 

betw
een 300 and 500 copies w

ere sold'in 
each of the 12 W

ashington-area W
alden 

bookstores. In D
etroit, they've sold 52,500 

cop
ies; 5000 cop

ies in
 O

ak
lan

d
 w

ith
 a 

reorder of 10,000; 62,000 copies in C
hicago 

bookstores; 859 copies in G
rand C

entral 
b

ook
stores. F

ive th
ou

san
d

 cop
ies h

ave 
gon

e to E
n

glan
d

 an
d

 an
oth

er 6000 to 
other foreign m

arkets. 
B

an
tam

 sh
ow

ed
 sales of 3000 cop

ies 
in three days in three B

. D
alton stores in 

M
in

n
eap

olis; 200 cop
ies sold

 d
u

rin
g a 

lu
n

ch
tim

e at th
e N

ation
al R

ecord
 M

art 
store in P

ittsburgh; 2000 copies sold in a 
ch

ain
 of M

on
treal b

ook
stores in

 th
ree 

days; a seven-store chain in C
hicago sold 

2200 copies in tw
o days; and at N

ational 
A

irp
ort th

ere w
ere 1000 cop

ies sold
 th

e 
first day. 

D
uring the first w

eek that the 1308 page 
tran

scrip
ts w

ere on
 sale at th

e G
overn

-
m

en
t P

rin
tin

g O
ffice b

ook
stores (six in

 
D

.C
. and 18 in other areas), the first print-

ing of 15,000 copies sold out. T
here w

ere 
ord

ers for an
 ad

d
ition

al 30,000 cop
ies. 

T
his put the G

P
O

 original version into its 
third printing, even though it carried the 
burden of a $12.25 price tag. 

T
w

o days after the G
P

O
 version w

ent on 
sale, B

an
tam

 (w
h

ich
 h

as b
een

 virtu
ally 

u
n

ch
allen

ged
 in

 th
e in

stan
t b

ook
 field

 
w

h
ich

 it created
 10 years ago w

ith
 th

e 
W

arren C
om

m
ission report) announced 

the publication of The W
hite H

ouse Tran-
scripts w

ith T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es, at $2.50. 
T

he surprise w
as the unexpected entry of 

D
ell in

to th
e in

stan
t sw

eep
stak

es th
at 

sam
e day. D

ell team
ed w

ith T
he W

ashing-
ton

 P
ost an

d
 an

n
ou

n
ced

 p
u

b
lication

 of 
The P

residential Transcripts, at $2.45. 
T

here's a squabble about w
ho w

on the 
race: both B

antam
 and D

ell claim
 to have 

been out first on M
ay 7. M

eanw
hile, B

ren-
tano's m

ade a three-volum
e facsim

ile of 
th

e G
P

O
 ed

ition
, p

rin
ted

 1500 cop
ies at 

$10.95 an
d

 h
ad

 it on
 th

e sh
elves of th

eir 
N

ew
 Y

ork and W
ashington bookstores on 

M
ay 6. 
B

ut w
ho published first is of little inter-

est excep
t to in

sid
ers. T

h
e p

u
b

lic m
ay 

b
etter ask

 w
h

y it cost th
e G

overn
m

en
t 

P
rinting O

ffice $12.25 to publish a book 
th

at com
m

ercial p
ap

erb
ack

 h
ou

ses can
 

produce for $2.50. 	
0

 


