
he P
residential Tapes 

M
aking R

ecords o 
B

y T
o
n
t Z

ito
 

A
 co

u
rt ru

lin
g
 early

 th
is 

m
o

n
th

 th
at d

esig
n

ated
 th

e 
W

hite H
ouse tapes as public 

P
roperty has provoked a blur-

ry of cogitation in the record 
industry. S

everal m
ajor com

-
p
an

ies are co
n
sid

erin
g
 al-

bum
s of form

er P
resident N

i-
x
o
n
's co

n
v
ersatio

n
s w

ith
 h

is 
• aid

e
s. A

n
d

 y
e
ste

rd
a
y

 o
n

e
 

com
pany—

W
arner B

rothers 
R

ecords —
 detailed its plans 

for packaging the tapes as an 
1
1
-L

P
 b

o
x
ed

 set,. co
m

p
lete 

w
ith

 tran
scrip

ts •o
f th

e M
a-

terial an
d
 p

o
S

sib
le reco

rd
ed

' 
com

m
entary by actor G

eorge 
C

. S
cott. • 

W
alter P

in
cu

s, a N
ew

 R
e-

p
u
b
lic ed

ito
r h

ere w
h
o
 h

as 
b
een

 w
ritin

g
 o

n
 W

aterg
ate 

a
n
d
 th

e
 issu

e
 o

f a
c
c
e
ss to

 
th

e
 ta

p
e
s, h

a
s b

e
e
n
 w

o
rk

-
in

g
 o

n
 th

e
 re

c
o
rd

 p
ro

je
c
t 

fo
r alm

o
st th

ree w
eek

s. 
"Jo

u
rn

a
listic

a
lly

 th
is is 

u
n
p
reced

en
ted

," P
in

cu
s said

 
y
esterd

ay
. "It's a fascin

at-
in

g
 th

in
g
 fo

r. a jo
u
rn

alist to
 

d
o
. P

art o
f it is to

 try
 to

 d
o
 

w
h
at I'm

 try
in

g
 to

 d
o
 in

 m
y
 

[N
ew

 R
ep

u
b
lic] p

ieces, o
n
ly

 
on records this tim

e. T
hey've 

le
t m

e
 stru

c
tu

re
 th

is e
x
-

actly
 th

e w
ay

 I w
an

t to
. T

h
e 

ch
allen

g
e is to

 m
ak

e it. tell 
a sto

ry
 th

at's fair an
d
 at th

e 
A

ssociated P
ress 



sam
e tim

e in
terestin

g
. It's 

g
o
t to

 b
e d

o
n
e , as a d

o
cu

,-. 
m

entary that's carefully
.  put 

in
 c

o
n
te

x
t. T

h
a
t's ,re

a
lly

 
w

hat 
m

y
 job is." 	

• 
P

in
cu

s, w
h
o
' is fo

rm
ally

 
listed

 as p
ro

ject co
n
su

ltan
t 

o
n
 th

e v
en

tu
re, is, w

o
rk

in
g
 

under record produced M
ic-

k
ey

 K
ap

p
, w

h
o
 h

as b
een

 
heavily involved recently in 
creating special' record sets 
th

at are m
ass m

ark
eted

 o
n
 

T
V

. 
"W

e're not dealing _ w
ith 

ro
ck

 'n
' ro

ll th
is tim

e an
d
 

w
e're w

ell aw
are of it," said 

S
ta

n
 C

o
rn

y
n
, a

 W
a
rn

e
r 

B
ro

th
ers sen

io
r v

ice p
resi-

dent. "S
peed is not going to 

b
e o

f th
e essen

ce o
n
 th

is 
p
ro

tect. U
n
d
o
u
b
ted

ly
 th

is 
id

ea is b
ein

g
 co

n
sid

ered
 .at 

m
ost record com

panies, and 
once the tapes. are 'released 
it w

ould be possible to. get a 
reco

rd
 o

u
t in

 n
o
 tim

e at all. 
W

e w
an

t th
is to

 b
e a seri-

o
u
s p

ie
c
e
 o

f jo
u
rn

a
lism

. 
A

lo
n
g
 w

ith
 th

e n
etw

o
rk

s, 
w

e
 w

e
re

 o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 fo

u
r 

first petitioners for access. 
"W

e're looking for a narra-
to

r w
h
o
 w

ill h
av

e an
 im

ag
e 

o
r resp

ect. W
e're n

eg
o
tiat-

in
g
 w

ith
 G

eo
rg

e C
. S

co
tt 

rigbi, now
. W

e're also in the  

process of designing -a taste 
ful album

 cover.".F
irib*e'll. 

putout a tw
o-record, set that 

. w
ill list for $9.118. T

hen w
e'll 

follow
 that w

ith the 11-rec-
ord set that ,should "sell for 
ab

o
u
t $

2
5
. p

f co
u
rse, th

e' 
n
u
m

b
er o

f, reco
rd

s in
, th

at 
b
o
x
 w

ill ' d
eP

en
d
 o

n
 h

o
w

 
m

u
c
h
 m

a
te

ria
l is in

 th
e
 

tap
es. W

e w
an

t-th
is to

 b
e a 

c
o
m

p
le

te
 se

t, w
h
e
th

e
r it 

takes 11 or N
 records." 

T
h
e leg

al p
reced

en
t fo

r a 
reco

rd
 alb

ttm
 o

f th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se tap

es w
as created

 
w

h
en

 U
.S

. D
istrict C

o
u
rt 

Ju
d
g
e G

erh
ard

 A
. G

esell 
ru

led
 o

n
 D

ec. -5
 th

at '"fo
r-

m
er P

resident N
ixon has no 

right to prevent norm
al pub-

lic access to
 'th

ese p
u
b
lic 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts w
h
ich

 -h
av

e al-
read

y
 b

een
 released

 in
 fu

ll 
tex

t. H
is W

o
rd

s can
n
o
t b

e 
retriev

ed
; th

eii are 'p
u
b
lic 

p
ro

p
erty

 . . ." 
Judge G

esell has set a Jan. 
3 deadline for the netw

orks, 
W

arn
er B

ro
th

ers an
d
 o

th
er 

interested parties to propose 
a p

lan
 fo

r re-P
roducing and 

d
istrib

u
tin

g
 th

e tap
es. H

is 
order specifically prohibited  

any "e-vercom
m

ercialization" 
th

e ' laP
es, alth

o
u
g
h
 

sources indicated ,4ttil: a
t th

e
 

order 'did >
 not preclude the 

,p
reu

ctio
n
 o

f p
h
o
n
o
g
rap

h
 

records, from
 the: tapes. 	

, 
R

elease . o
g
.th

e tap
e's is 

now
 keyed to the conclusion. 

of the W
atergate• cover-tip 

trial, as w
ell 	

Judge G
e- 

sell's ru
lin

g
 o

n
 an

 actio
n
 

in
stitu

ted
 b

y
 N

ix
o
n
 law

y
er 

H
erb

ert J. M
iller Jr.-  M

iller 
• 

has asked that the qU
estion 

o
f releasin

g
 th

e tap
es b

e
.  

certified"---that the issue be' 
p
resen

ted
 to

 a h
ig

h
er co

u
rt _

 
o
f ap

p
eal fo

r a ru
lin

g
 b

e-7
, 

fore a final order is m
ade 

cau
se o

f 
w

hat 
M

iller con-
ten

d
s is 'an

 u
n
u
su

al, leg
al 

question':.. Judge G
esell w

ill 
decide on w

hether or not to 
"certify

" th
e q

u
estio

n
 after 

parties .interested in O
btain

-, 
ing the tapes have subtnitted 
th

e
ir a

rg
u
m

e
n
ts in

 th
e
 

m
atter. 
-S

h
o
u
ld

 Ju
d
g
e G

esell d
e-

cid
e ag

ain
st certify

in
g
 th

e. 
q
u
estio

n
, th

e fo
rtn

er P
resi-

d
en

t
.can  still a

p
p
e
a
l th

e
 

o
rd

er to
 a h

ig
h
er co

u
rt. 

T
hen-P

resident N
ixon, above, 

sm
iles after agreeing to 

release transcripts of the 

W
hite H

ouse tapes to the 
H

ouse Judiciary com
m

ittee 

last A
pril; W

arner B
rothers 

R
ecords is currently 

negotiating w
ith actor G

eorge 

C
. Scott, left, for possible 

com
m

entary to accom
pany 

11-record set of the tapes. , 


