
C
ongressional R

eport 

D
rinking W

ater S
tandard B

ill P
asses 

„ 
C

o
n
g
ress fin

ish
ed

 actio
n
 

y
esterd

ay
 o

n
 a $

1
5
6
 m

illio
n
 

bill designed to safeguard citi-
zen

's d
rin

k
in

g
 w

ater, estab
-

lish
in

g
 fo

r th
e first tim

e n
a-

tional m
inim

um
 standards. 

T
h
e b

ill h
as b

een
 d

eb
ated

 
for four years, w

ith qpposition 
fro

m
 th

e o
il in

d
u
itry

 an
d
 to

 
som

e degree from
 thy; W

hite 
H

ouse. 
T

here have been indications 
that P

resjclent ,J F
ord 

w
ould 

veto the bilt*T
o guard against 

a p
o
ck

et v
eto

 after C
o
n
g
ress 

ad
jo

u
rn

s p
erm

an
en

tly
, th

e 

S
en

ate an
d
 H

o
u
se ag

reed
 o

n
 

a fin
al v

ersio
n
 so

o
n
er th

an
 

expected. 
T

he H
ouse accepted the bill 

w
ith no debate and by a voice 

v
o
te

, in
c
lu

d
in

g
 a

 S
e
n
a
te

 
am

en
d

m
en

t th
at g

u
aran

tees 
c
itiz

e
n

s th
e
 rig

h
t to

 b
rin

g
 

suits against public w
ater sys-

tem
s startin

g
 2

7
 m

o
n
th

s after 
en

actm
en

t. T
h
e d

elay
 is d

e-
sig

n
ed

 to
 g

iv
e lo

cal sy
stem

s 
tim

e:to put the new
 standards 

into effect. 
T

he E
nvironm

ental P
rotec-

,tion A
gency w

ould be author- 

 

ized to set national m
inim

um
 

d
rin

k
in

g
 w

a
te

r sta
n
d
a
rd

s, 
w

h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e en

fo
rced

 b
y
 

the states.If the states are der-
elict, the E

P
A

 could step in. 
T

h
e b

ill also
 p

ro
v
id

es fo
r 

public w
ater system

s to notify 
m

ed
ia an

d
 co

n
su

m
ers if safe 

w
ater standards are violated. 
It also

 in
clu

d
es safeg

u
ard

s 
fo

r u
n
d
erg

ro
u
n
d
 w

ater su
p
-

plies. 
R

ep
. P

au
l G

. R
o

g
ers—

(D
-

F
la.), chief author of the bill, 

said it "clim
axes a lengthy ef-

fort on the part of health offi-
cials and those concerned w

ith 
public safety. I think w

e'll re-
alize the benefits of this in the 
v
ery

 n
ear fu

tu
re. L

o
o
k
in

g
 

b
ack

, it is am
azin

g
 th

at w
e 

had not done this years ago." 

T
ax B

en
efits V

eto 
T

h
e H

o
u
se failed

 to
 o

v
er-

ride P
resident F

ords' veto of a 
bill that w

ould have provided 
$130 m

illion in tax benefits for 
victim

s of several natural dis-
asters that occurred in 19'72. 

T
he vote w

as 249 to 150 in 
fav

o
r o

f o
v
errid

in
g
 th

e v
eto

, 

17 votes short of the reqtdred 
tw

o-thirds m
ajority. 

T
h
e b

ill w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e p
ro

-
vided special tax relief for vic-
tim

s of such disasters as H
ur-

rican
e A

g
n
es; th

e B
u
ffalo

 
C

reek, W
.V

a., dam
 failure, and 

the R
apid C

ity, S
.D

., floods. 
In

 h
is v

eto
 m

essag
e, M

r. 
F

ord said the bill w
ould have 

re
su

lte
d
 in

 "fa
v
o
re

d
 tre

a
t-

m
ent for a select group of tax- 

p
ay

ers... .a 	
.. a v

ery
 

undesirable precedent." 
B

ut, in urging the H
ouse to 

override the veto, R
ep. A

l U
ll-

m
an

 (D
-O

re.) co
n
ten

d
ed

 "it 
w

as w
rong of the P

resident to 
w

ant to tax these poor people 
in

 th
is lim

ited
 am

o
u
n
t o

f re-
lief." 

A
ll eig

h
t M

ary
lan

d
 m

em
-

b
e
rs v

o
te

d
 to

 o
v
e
rrid

e
 th

e
 

v
eto

, w
h
ile all 1

0
 V

irg
in

ian
s 

voted to sustain it. 

T
apes A

greem
ent 

T
he H

ouse passed by voice 
v
o
te a m

easu
re w

h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 
n
u
llify

 an
 ag

reem
en

t fo
rm

er 
P

resident N
ixon m

ade w
ith a 

governm
ent agency giving him

 
possession of his tape record-
ings. 

T
h
e m

easu
re w

ill b
e sen

t 
to

 th
e S

en
ate to

 ad
ju

st m
in

o
r 

d
ifferen

ces b
efo

re it g
o
es to

 
the W

hite H
ouse. 

T
he U

.S
. D

istrict '"C
ourt al-

ready had issued a tem
porary 

restrain
in

g
 o

rd
er b

arrin
g
 an

y
 

m
o
v
em

en
t o

f th
e tap

es p
ro

-
v
id

e
d
 in

 th
e
 S

e
p
t. 7

 a
g
re

e
 

m
ent signed by N

ixon and the.  
G

eneral S
ervices A

dm
inistra-

tion. 
Judge C

harles R
ichey, w

ho 
issu

ed
 th

e o
rd

er last m
o
n
th

, 
h
as said

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 w
elco

m
e 

co
n

g
ressio

n
al actio

n
 in

 th
e 

c
a
se

. T
h
e
 b

ill w
o
u
ld

 g
iv

e
 

R
ichey a reference in law

 for 
h
is fin

al ru
lin

g
. 

T
he m

easure w
ould provide 

th
at th

e G
S

A
 retain

 cu
sto

d
y
 

o
f all tap

es, p
ap

ers an
d
 o

th
er 

m
aterials w

hich m
ight be his-

torically significant to N
ixon's 

p
resid

en
cy

. It w
o
u
ld

 b
ar d

es-
tru

ctio
n

 o
f an

y
 o

f th
e m

ate-
rial u

n
less p

ro
v
id

ed
• b

y
 law

. 
p
resid

en
t F

o
rd

 h
as g

iv
en

 
sp

ecial p
ro

secu
to

r H
en

ry
 S

. 
R

u
th

 Jr. access to
 th

e tap
es 

for use in the W
atergate cover-

u
p
 trial, an

d
 th

e tap
es R

u
th

 
w

an
ted

 h
av

e b
een

 p
lay

ed
 in

 
o
p
en

 co
u
rt. 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


