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By JOHN M. CREWDSON'

WASHINGTON, -
“analysis” of the tape record-
ings of 20 White House conver-
sations prepared by President
Nixon’s chief defense lawyer is
at .variance with- other Presi-
dential_‘ documents, including
transcripts of the taped conver-
sations themselves that were
previously - submitted to the
House Judiciary Committee.

The submission of the “ana-
lysts” to - the United States
District Court here yesterday
by James D. St Clair, the
Nixon counsel, followed by one
day his surrender to Judge
John J. Sirica of the actual
tapes of the 20 ;

The recorded conversations,
all involving President Nixon,
are among ‘those subpoenaed
from the White House by Leon
Jaworski, the Special Water-
gate prosecutor. They were the
,Fx1‘st._ of the group that | the
President  hag

Aug. l—An

Sponse to the Supreme
8-0 decision last
Ang the subpoena. A
. _JAn examination of the St
Cl_alr analysis in conjunction
with other documents, ‘includ-
Ing sworn testimony by Secret
Se;wce agents, ;

oreme iCourt’s;
week - uphold-

St. Clair gave yesterday for 3
new: five-minute “gap””in’ one
of the subpoenaed tapes.

‘Ihe analysis was presented
‘to Judge Sirica to outline the'
White: ‘House arguments" that |
the court should withhold some
parts..of some conve ions |
from Mr. Jaworski under the |
doctrine of executive privilege
asserted by Mr, Nixon. . -

‘Ambiguity’ Noted '

-In analyzing the recording of
a meeting: on April 14, 1973,
between the President and H. R
Haldeman, then chief or his
White House staff, Mr. St..
noted “some ambiquity 2
the correct time of this
versation.” .

“Atthe very beginning of th

© conversation,” ' he told sthe
court, “the President alludes to
having just been outside for a
ceremony. Yet the President’s
log indicates that this conversa-
tion took'place before-the Pregi-
dents did an event in the Rose
Garden.” . o

Whatever the'/time of the
meeting with Mr."Haldeman,
however, the transcript of 1
conversation prepared
White ‘Hotise and submit

the Judiciafy Committee “an;
the public ;last- April contains

sion' by Mr.°N

oAl ixon to an
outside ceremony. - - ik

Asked .whether a '_potﬁ:bn of

conversations.’

agreed to. turn
over to Mr. Jaworski in_ re-,

- themi can be

Speotal to The New York Times

the "conversation ~had bpeen
omitted from..the “Dublished
White House transcript, Gerald
L. 'Warren, the White House
deputﬁpress -secretary, replied
‘only that if Judge Sirica wished
toask Mr. St. Clair about the
apparent discrepancy, “he’d be
happy“to discuss it.”

The preface to the thick, blue
volume of 42. transcribed. and
edited ;. Presidential. - conversa-
tions notes that it represents
“the best efforts accunately to
transcribe the material con-
tainedton the recording ‘tapes.”

It adds that- all: deletions of
“expletives,” ' characterizations
of . third ‘persons and material
unreldated to President’ Nixon’s
conduct in the Watergate mat-|
‘ter had been noted in the text.'

The, ' published transcripts,
which.
ance i’ numerous cases with
tranSeripts prepared by the
Judiciary Committee, are replete
with-such’ deletions but none is
indicated - anywhere in the
Nixon-Haldeman meeting. .

None of the 20 tapes sur-
rendered to the court on Tues-"
day has been made available
to. the. Judiciary Committee.
Judge Sirica’ will entettain Mr.
St. Clair’s -assertions that por-
tions of some of the conversa-

 tions are protected by the
" doctrine of executive privilege

before deciding which parts of
given to Mr.
Jaworski. )

In an analysts yesterday, Mr.
St.. Clair also disclosed that five

'minutes -and 12 seconds of an- |

other oval office conversation |

three: days later, on April 17,7

1973, had:not been recorded,
Mr. St. Clair said in his
analysis that the delay occurred
tion involving the President,
Mr. Haldeman and John D. Ehr-
lichman.

However, a ‘transeript of tre
same conversation made pub-
lic in April by the White House
identifies .another participant
—Ronald L. Ziegler — wha is
not listed in the St. Clair an-
alysis of the conversation.

According to the testimony
of Raymond C. Zumalt, one of
the Secret Service agents who
set up the White House record-
Ing system in February of 1971,
the seven microphones hidden
throughout the Oval Office wer
connected to a _two-recorder
System.

‘MT. Zumwalt, the chief . of
the Secret ‘Service’s technical
security division, festified be-

fore Judge Sirica last year that
the:two machines were. used
on alternate days. !

He said ‘each had a six-hour;
_and 22-minute recording capac-
ity, 'and_was activated by an:

e been found: at vari-

Recordings Raises New

&

automatic timer that switched I
the recording.system from one;
machineto the other at mid-
night, . . L

He also' told the court that
the system was operable only
when the “locater’” device used
by the Secret Service showed:
ithat Mr. Nixon himself was in’
the office. , ,

. Mr. St. Clair, in his analysis, |
noted that a full reel was re-|
moved ‘from the Oval Office’
machine at 4:20 P.M, on the:
.afternoon of April 17, 1973.
‘According to -the President’s
logs, the' meeting began at
3:50 P.M, and ended at 4:35.

Subtracting the 5-minute and.
12-second gap cited by Mr. St.
Clair, the machine would have
run out of tape ‘at ‘about
415 PM, o

However, an examination
of the President’s “daily diary”
for April 17, 1973, which was
submitted by the White House
to the Judiciary Committee,
shows that by 3:50 P.M., when
the conversation in question
began, the President had spent
only 5 hours 9 minutes in the
Oval Office. :

Thus, following Mr. Zum-
walt’s arithmetic, an additional,
hour and 13 minutes of tape;
would have remained on the
machine at that-point. . *

By 4:15 P.M., the time. Mr.
St. Clair approximates the tape
{ran’ out, some '48; minutes- thus:
would have remained. -

Mr. Warren explained that!
the Secret Service agents in
charge of the system did not:
monitor it continuously, and hei
said he assumed that the full,
reel had been discovered as the.
result of a rotuine check.

Asked whether there might
be gaps.in other recordings for.
the same reason, Mr. Warren
replied that it was “hard to;
say.” But he noted that Mr: St.|
Clair had remarked publicly
that innocuous disparities might
be found to exist in other tapes.

Earlier Disclosure

There have -been previous
disclosures of anomalies on: ths
tapes. An 185 minute “buzz”
obscures a watergate-related
conversation between President)
Nixon "and Mr. Haldeman on,
June 20, 1972, three giays after:
the Watergate break-in. s
. Mr. Jaworski’s office ' dis-|
closed latt month that about
19 minutes of a March 20, 1973, |
White House conversation were
never recorded. -

One possible reconciliation|
between Mr. St. Clajr’s asser-
tion that the tape ran out at
4:15 P.M. and contrary indica-
tions that some t,a.;;?g remained
could be that partiof the tape
was recorded between 12:01
AM. and 9:18 AM., the time
the diary shows that Mr. Nixon
‘lentered his office. - “
| But the Presi;ient;s d_d_aurly
Jdia iven -to the Judiciary
’Co;nymi%tee for April 16, the
.|previous day, does not show
that the President was in the;
Oval Officé -between midnight|

and 9:18 AM. . %




