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WASHINGTON, Jan. 17—The
White House promised today to
‘‘cooperate totally” with the
{Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion’s inquiry into the erasure|
of a key 18%4-minute segment
;of Wiatergate tape recording.

The pledge came from Presi-
dent Nixon’s deputy press sec-
iretary, Gerald L. Warren, as
;the bureau’s agents interviewed
White House staff members
about the éircumstance-s sur-
‘rounding the erasure of the
Presidential tapes.

Leon Jaworski, the special
Watergate prosecutor, ordered
the bureau’s investigation yes-
terday after a court-appointed
panel of. six technical experts
reported to the Federal District
wCourt here Tuesday that the
18Y4-minute gap had ‘been
caused by at least five separate
erasures and rerecordings, and
inot ‘by the single accidental
pressing of a wrong button en
a tape recorder, as the White
House had suggested.

Panel Report Dlscussedt

Mr. Warren refused to say
whether ‘the White House con-
}sxdered the investigation neces-
‘sary.: Nor would he answer a
question about how Mr. Nixon x
would respond to a request by
the bureau to interview him |
pex*sonally ‘He said, however,
that®Mr. Nixon had discussed|
the expert panel’s report with
the White House chief .of staff,
Gen. Alexander M. Haig Jr.,
and thh his press spokesman,
Ronald L; Ziegler. )

“He wants to-get to the bot-|:
tomi%iof the situation,” Mr. |
'Warren said. :

Comraon Cause, meanwhtle
named Mr. Nixon in a subpeona
seeking financial records to de-
termifie if-his backers fully dis-
cloed all expenses and -contri- !
butidhs in the 1972 Presxdentlal’
.lcampaign. [Details on Page 16. ]’

‘*’i‘!udge John .J Smca

‘}pday to pre

B up;.y into -the erasure,
takmg testimony from twe Se—‘

|cret Service agents assigned to
the; White House. . Im thel proc-
éss,s hexoinformed the
zHouse counsel’ that'they had no
}rlght to "be present when the
xlawyefs from the special Water-
‘gate prosecution force inter-

viewed Secret Service members

outside the courtroom.
The* pxosecutlon Wanted ‘the
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tape for the grand jury to learn
who had been telling the truth
about the burglary of the Dem-
ocrats’ headquarters in the Wa-
tergate complex and the subse-
quent cover-up. The erasure
apparently involved a conversa-
tion between Mr. Nixon and his
then chief of staff, H. R. Halde-
man, on June 20, 1972, three
days after the break-in. Mr.
Haldeman’s notes of the meet-
ing show they discussed Water-
gate.

Before the technical experts
made their report, the White
House suggested that the era-
sure had been caused when
Mr. Nixon’s personal secretary,
Rose Mary Woods, pushed the
wrong button while making a
transcript of the tape.

The White House contends
that two other conversations
on which the prosecutor wanted
tapes were mever recorded.
| One of the Secret Service
;agents on the stand today, Ray-
‘mond C. Zumwalt, provided
new insights about the appre-
hensive mood at the White
House. ‘

He testified that last Novem-|
ber, four months after the
White House tape recording
.system was dismantled in the
‘wake of public disclosure that
‘it existed, the Secret Service
‘cut _the wires leading. to the
systém’s microphones, . which
had been left in place. The wires
were‘cut to prevent anyone at
the White House from somehow
using the microphones to pick
up _ Presidential conversattons
he said.

Mr. Zumwalt said that, when
the ~taping system - was dis-:
‘mantled in July, the recordersI
-were removed and “some” of|
the cables were cut, although,:
as was testified yesterday, the
microphones were left in their
original positions, in Mr. Nix-
on’s’ offices and the Cabinet
Room, as were many of the
wires; :

In ‘Wovember, Mr. Zumwalt
said, the wires leading from the
microphones were cut close to
the microphones. .

“It is just not very good pol-
icy to have a hot mwrophone
in the office,” Mr. Zumwalt:
said.

Periodic Check)’s Mage

Mr. Zumwalt-explainéd, “We
have a countermeasure section
wlych pulls  periodic raudio
,ch*e*cks on the various offices.”!
'White House lawyers said later
ithat thelJSetrét! Service was
!stmply concerned that “some-
ione in the White House might|

conversatlons from the recorder
unless’the wires were cut.”

Under questioning by the as-
sistant special prosecutor, Rich-
ard Ben-Veniste, Mr. Zumwalt;
told the court that the cutting |
of the wires took place after|
Judge Sirica began holding his!
hearmgs ‘on the Wateroate tape
recordings.

to say whether he considered
this action improper. However,
in view of the fact that:an in-
quiry into the nonexistence or

erasure of tapes might require
mspectlon of the taping system,

it is considered possxble that

talteratlon of the svstem+in thr

course of the hearing could te
considered improper, or even.
possibly, obstruction of justice.

Significance Foreseen

Mr. Ben-Veniste also elicited
from Mr. Zumwalt the dis-
closure that at least some per-
isons at the White House real-
‘ized \as soon as the Watergate
‘brealt-in occurred that the tap-
ing system might: have some
significance in the days to
come.

Under questioning my the
prosecutor, Mr. Zumwalt said
that the Secret Service . dis-
cussed as long ago as 1971 the
posstbility that the White House
Taping system could be im-
proved. The service started in
July, 1971, a “project” was de-
signed to improve the system,
he said.

Then, apparently having head
an internal Secret Service re-
port on the subject, Mr. Ben-
Veniste asked if the witness re-
called telling a Secret Service
inspector, “When the Watergate
break-in was exposed, this
prOJeét was put on a hold basis
and never used.

Mr. Zumwalt a short stocky

man who at tlmes seemed un-’

comfortable and uneasy to be
in the witness chair, answered,
“Yes.”

Mr. Ben-Veniste did not fol-
low up the matter.

Mr. Zumwalt was followed
to the stand by one of his
superiors, Louis B. Sims, who
told “the court, among other
things, that a former Presiden-
tial iaide, Alexander P. Butter-
field, asked him a year ago
abotgt the possibility of tran-
scribing all the White House
tapes.

Mr. Sims said he had told
Mr. Butterfield that a transcrip-
tion project would endanger
the -secrecy of the taping sys-
tem,

Mr. Sims also testified that,
immediately after John
Dean; 3d, the President’s former!
counsel, declared last April
that 'he would not be made a
“scapegoat” in the Watergate
scandal, another Presidential
aide “asked him whether Mr.
.Dean knew about the existence
of the- taping system.

Mr.~Sims said that he had
told the aide, Stephen B. Bull,
that the Secret Service would
‘not have told Mr. Deane about
;the system but that he “could
not speak” for anyone else who

somehow be able to pick upj

Mr. Ben-Veniste declined later .

W.l

‘might ha¥e known about it.

. i Deanls Senate Testimony
Mr. Dean testified at the Sen-
ate - Watergate hearings last
summer that, when he went to
! see Mr. Nixon last April 15 to
discuss th fact that he had
| spoken to Federal prosecutors
about the cover-up, he suspected

:Mr. Nixon might be taping the
conversation. !

Mr. Sims’s testimony dis-!
closed evidence of the specific
lconcem of various White House
aides about the tape with the
18%,-minute gap.

Mr: Sims testified, for in-|
stance, that Mr. Bull, now the!
President’s appointments secre-
tary, asked him last Nov. 26
for the date of purchase of the
tape recorder Miss Woods used
" lin listening to the tape.
| Nov. 26 was the day the
White House told Judge Sirica
tof its theory that Miss Woods
‘had caused the erasure. Yester-,
‘day Mr. Sims testified that the
recorder was purchased Oct. 1.
the day of Miss Wood’s alleged
accident.

Since the panel has con-
cluded that the erasures were
made on that particular rec-
ord-er, Mr. Sims's testimony
vesterday meant that the search’
for the person who erased the
18V4-minute segment could be
narrowed to those persons who
had access to both the tape and
the recorder on Oct. 1 and
afterward.

Nixon Logs Sought

The Watergate prosecution is
now pressing for information!
about who had access in that|
period. As part of that effort,
Mr. Ben-Veniste asked today
for hte White House logs show-
ing +Mr. Nixon’s activities in]
Key Biscayne, Fla., the weekl
end of Oct. 4-7, the wee<end1
.|Miss Woods and Mr. Bull took!
the recorder: and tape w1thI
them to Key Biscayne. i

The Federali Bureau of Inves- ;
Mr. |

:Warren said Mr. Nixon expect-
ed’to ‘récteive, was also seeking
to determine who had access
to ‘the tape and the recorder.

Agents were interviewing
White House staff members in
an effort to pin down, minute
- by minute and day by day, the

access to both items, an agent
from the External Affairs Divi-
ison of the bureau’s Washing-
ton field office, which is han-
dling the investigation, said to-
day.

The agent declined to say
how many people were work-
ing on the investigation but
remarked, “There are a lot of
us.”

Nor would he say whom the
agents were interviewing. How-
ever, the list would plobably
include those already known to
{have had access to the tapes—
Miss Woods, Mr. Bull, Gen.
John C. Bennett, the Presiden-
tial aide in charge of the White
House collection of tapes, and
J. Fred Buzhardt Jr., a White
House counsel.

It .is not expected, however,
that an agent:from the field
office would interview Mr.
Nixon. Tf any interview was
held with the = President, it
would probably be conducted
by someone in a much higher
position.

tigation, whose reports




The New Y6rk Times
Louis B. Sims, a Secret Service agent, leavingU.S. Dis-
trict Court in Washington after giving testimony.




