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Government attorneys - are
planning to subpoena the au-
tomatically recorded White
House tape of activities in the
Oval Office for June 4, the day
President Nixon spent about
10 hours in that office listen-
ing to tapes of his meetings
with John W. Dean III, accord-
ingto informed sourees.

The possibility that the
June 4 tape might show
whether or not the President

_listened that day to a tape of
his April 15 White House con-
versation with Dean — a tape
the -White House now says
does not exist — was raised
pi blicly in federal court here
Friday by Richard Ben-Ven-
iste, a lawyer on the Water-
gate prosecution team,

' U.S. Distriect Court Judge
John J. Sirica turned down
Ben-Veniste’s request for im-
mediate production of the
June4 Oval Office tape, saying
he could not require that it be
delivered to the court under
the present subpoena fornine
other White House tapes, in-
cluding the two the White
House has said do not exist.

White House aide Stephen’

B. Bull testified Friday. that
the June 4 tape “quite possi-
bly” could have picked up
what the President heard
while listening to the tapes of
the Dean conversations. y

Government sources said
that Bull has previously indi-
cated in secret Senate Water-
gate committee interviews
that the President listened to

the tapes without an ear-
phone, which would mean
that the recordings would
have been picked up by the
sensitive microphones in-
stalled in the Oval Office and
been recorded on the June 4
tape.

A' White House official,
however, said Friday that he
believed the President did
use an earphone, and that the
automatic taping system did
not pick up the recordings the
President heard. Even in that
event, government sources
said that the June 4 tape
would reveal conversations
between the President and
Bull, who delivered the tapes
oneat a time to Mr. Nixon, and
accordingly might help estab-
lish whether the two missing
tapeswere discussed.’

The secret recording system

-« it could answer some of
the questions right away.”

The attorney called the re-
porter back several hours
later o say that plans were
under way to subpoena the
tape.

The June 4 presidential re-
view of the Dean tapes fol-
lowed the publication on June
3 of a story in The Washington
Post that reported some of the
most specific allegations that
Dean was expected to make
against the President in the
upcoming Senate Watergate
hearings.

The Jmne 3 Post story said
in part: “Dean has little or no
documentary evidence to sup-
port his charges against the
President, and most of his
allegations are based on his

own recollection of purported
conversations with Mr.
Nixzon.”

The story raised publicly for
the first time Dean’s charge
that the President had told
him that there would be no
problem raising $1 million to
buy the continued silence of
the original Watergate con-
spirators,

In addition, the story re-
ported that Dean. said Mr.,
Nixon later claimed he had
been kidding or joking about
the $1 million,

Dean later testified that the
latter conversation took place
on April 15. The White House
says there is no tape record-
ing of that conversation be-
cause of a malfunctioning of
the recording device,

was not shut off in the White ¥
House until several days after
its existence was disclosed at
the Senate- Watergate hear-
ings on July 16, according to
White House spokesmen.

4 .
President Nixzon then said-
ina September 5 press confer- '
ence that “the only time I lig-
tened to.the tapes, to certain -
tapes. . .wasonJune4.”

The possible existence of a
so-called “tape of the Dean
tapes” could expedite . the
fact:finding hearing on the
tapes'now being conducted by
Judge Sirica, the sources said,

The possibility that the j
June 4 tape would help prove
or disprove the White House
claim had first been raised |

Friday by a reporter in ques- '

tioning a government attorney
on the tapes question.

“My God,” the attorney
said, “I never thought of that




