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u
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ixon
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B

y A
ustin S

cott 
W

ashington P
ost S

taff W
riter 

P
en

th
o
u
se M

ag
azin

e 'said
 

y
esterd

ay
 th

at P
resid

en
t N

ix
-

o
n
's O

v
al O

ffice w
as secretly

 
b
u
g
g
ed

 b
efo

re A
u
g
u
st, 1

9
7
0
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b
y
 a so

p
h
isticated

 laser b
eam

 
tran

sm
itter h

id
d
en
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 th

e w
all 

an
d
 co

n
cealed

 b
en

eath
 a co

at 
of fresh paint. 

In
 an

 article w
ritten

 fo
r th

e 
Ju

ly
 issu

e o
f P

en
th

o
u
se, fo

r-
m

e
r fo

re
ig

n
 c

o
rre

sp
o
n
d
e
n
t 

T
ad

 S
zu

lc said
 th

e d
ev

ice w
as 

"ap
p
aren

tly
 co

n
tro

lled
 b

y
 o

n
e 

o
f th

e
 (U

.S
.) in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 

ag
en

cies," an
d
, u

n
lik

e a tap
e 

sy
stem

 
co

u
ld

 id
en

tify
 

ev
ery

 
in

d
iv

id
u
al v

o
ice in

 th
e ro

o
m

 
as w

ell as sev
eral sep

arate si-
m

ultaneous conversations. 
W

illiam
 H

aw
th

o
rn

e, a S
e-

cret S
erv

ice sp
o
k
esm

an
, said

 
w

h
en

 ask
ed

 fo
r co

m
m

en
t th

at 
the S

ecret S
ervice know

s of no 
such bugging and does not be- 

liev
e su

ch
 a d

ev
ice w

as ev
er 

installed. 
T

h
e article said

 th
e tran

s-
m

itter w
as rem

oved in A
ugust, 

1
9
7
0
, a

n
d
 th

a
t o

n
e
 o

r m
o
re

 
sen

io
r o

fficials o
f th

e S
ecret 

S
erv

ice an
d
 th

e C
en

tral In
tel-

ligence A
gency knew

 of its ex-
istence. 

S
zu

lc said
 th

e p
u
rp

o
se o

f 
th

e tran
sm

itter, th
e id

en
tity

 o
f 

th
o
se w

h
o
 o

rd
ered

 it in
stalled
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w

h
e
th

e
r th

e
 S

e
c
re

t S
e
rv

ic
e
 

an
d
 th

e C
IA
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n
ew
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a
b
o
u
t it b

e
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re
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a
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-
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o
v
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d
 w

h
eth

er N
ix

o
n
 

e
v
e
r k

n
e
w
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b
o
u
t it a

re
 u

n
-

know
n. 

H
a
w

th
o
rn

e
 sa

id
 h

e
 h

a
d
 

ch
eck

ed
 w

ith
 th

e S
ecret S

erv
-

ice o
fficials resp

o
n
sib

le fo
r 

th
e O

v
al O

ffice at th
e tim

e in
 

q
u
estio

n
, an

d
 th

at th
ey

 w
ere 

not aw
are of any such device. 

"W
e d

o
n
't b

eliev
e it co

u
ld

 
h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 in

sta
lle

d
," H

a
w

-
thorne said. 

S
zu

lc said
 th

e laser b
eam

 
'bugging operation w

ent by the 
code nam

e "E
asy C

hair." 
"H

ighly authoritative sources" 
said the bug w

as installed by a 
foreign-born painter em

ployed 
by the governm

ent, S
zulc w

rote. 
H

e said
 h

e k
n
o
w

s th
e n

am
e o

f 
the painter, but w

ithheld it from
 

p
u
b
licatio

n
 "to

 av
o
id

 cau
sin

g
 

su
fferin

g
 an

d
 em

b
arrassm

en
t 

to persons innocently involved 
in

 th
is o

p
eratio

n
." 

S
zulc said only about a dozen 

past and present officials of 
th

e in
tellig

en
ce 

com
m

unity 
k
n
o
w

 ab
o
u
t "E

asy
 C

h
air." 

H
e said the laser bug picked 

u
p
 a

ll te
le

p
h
o
n
e
 c

o
n
v
e
rsa

-
tio

n
s, in

clu
d
in

g
 th

o
se m

ad
e 

o
v
er "secu

re" scram
b
ler lin

es, 
as w

ell as ev
ery

 co
n
v
ersatio

n
 

b
etw

een
 N

ix
o
n
 an

d
 his 

aides, 
frien

d
s an

d
 

H
o
w

 fair th
e tran

sm
itter  could 

b
ro

ad
cast th

e p
ick

u
p
s 

w
as not clear, S

zulc said, but 
he said experts believe it prob-
ab

ly
 h

ad
 a transm

ission ran
g
e 

o
f ab

o
u
t a h

alf-m
ile, so

 th
at 

th
e co

n
v
ersatio

n
s co

u
ld

 h
av

e 
been recebzed anyw

here in the 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se, th
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jo

in
in

g
 

E
x
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e O
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u
ild
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g
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T
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a
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ry
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u
ild
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g
 a

 b
lo

c
k
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ay

, o
r ev

en
 th

e C
o
m

m
erce 

D
epartm

ent three block aw
ay. 

D
epartm

ent three blocks aw
ay. 


