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Texas Politics and the Uses of Justice

~ Charges that the Nixon administra-
ition misused the judicial process to
shatter the Texas Democratic estab-
#lishment may soon be backed up in
part by President Nixon’s former law-
and-order specialist; Will Wilson, as-
sistant attorney general in charge of
the criminal division in the early
Nixon years.
Wilson is privately bitter about be-
ing eased out of the Justice Depart-
ment in 1971, What makes this so po-
tentially important is that Texas Re-
publican Wilson is one of six past and
present federal officials subpoenaed to
estify in an extraordinary hearing this
all in Federal District Court in Dallas
hich will probe charges of the Nixon
dministration using law’ enforcement
owers for political ends.
The hearing (scheduled for Sept. 18
but|likely to be postponed) grows out

. Joseph Kraft is on vacation. ~

of the 1971 stock scandal which
wrecked careers of half a dozen key
Texas Democrats and totally changed

the face of that state’s politics. Wag-

goner Carr, former state attorney gen-
eral and Democratic Senate candidate
in 1966, was indicted for mail ?mcm
nd conspiracy.

On July 9, Carr Emg a motion in
District Oo:i asking that the charges

‘be dismissed against him because of “a

secret scheme” started in 1970 by then

Atty. Gen. uoss Mitchell to “pull a po-

litical coup” against Texas Democrats

Aby exploiting the stock scandal. To the

amazement of federal prosecutors, Dis-
triet Judge William Taylor on Aug. 9
issued subpoenas for the federal offi-
cials to testify in Dallas before ruling
on Carr’s motion.,

Those subpoenaed include former
Atty. Gen. Richard Kleindienst and As-
sistant Atty. Gen. Henry Petersen, Wil-
son’s successor, They and other federal
officials are expected to deny Carr's

charges. But Wilson, also m:gomsmmm
could be another matter.

Wilson, a former Democratic mge,.
ney general of Texas who turned Re-
publican in 1966, feels he was pushed
out of the ,Em:nm Umwngm:ﬁ by
Kleindienst and Petersen. He has said
recently in private that officials in the
Justice Department who engineered
the political collapse of then Lt. Gov.
Ben Barnes and other Texas Demo-
cratic leaders were the same men who
got rid of Will Wilson. He had to go,
he says privately, because of his associ-
ation with Houston land mm<mﬂocmw
Frank Sharp, central figure in the
scandal; otherwise, the government’s
charges would be undercut.

Carr’s motion to dismiss the suit
claims that the Justice Department
gave immunity (Kleindienst’s decision)
to admitted swindler Sharp in order to
get testimony against Barnes and oth-
er leading Texas Democrats, During
E.m:BEmE hearings in early August,

it was charged that in late 1970 or
early 1971 Mitchell told - Republican
Sen. John Tower of Texas not to worry
about a challenge from Barnes; a
pending federal investigation would
take care of that. An immunized Sharp
later gave hearsay testimony: against
Barnes which, though far from suffi-
cient for E%oﬂami destroyed him po-.
litically.

In Texas Democratic circles, Wilson
was thought a major planner of this in-
vestigation in furtherance of old feuds
against Carr and other Texas Demo-
crats. .

But, according to testimony at the
wam:BEmQ hearings, a June 7, 1971,
meeting between Mitchell and ?m: >m.
sistant Atty. Gen. L. Patrick Gray deter-
mined that Wilson must be sacked be-
cause of his own connections with
Sharp. Carr’s attorneys obtained that

" information this summer from a famil-

iar source: deposed White House 8::.

sel John W. Dean 1II.
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