Playboy story by Woodward-Bernatein on their sources HY 4/0/T¢

Beginning yesterday and continuing into this cariy wmorning's radio news there is
conpidorable atzention to this prepub publivity. Hot exceptional because the story is
worth the stitontion it is petiing. Have to #ry to see if thoyv ave on thic aum.'s TV
showa, which would also not be excuptional.

¥Yhat interests me is not their sources but their avoldances, alresdy amply recorded
in my files and these are exceptional,

Baker charges, in offect, a deal with Uli. It has eredibility and it has super-
f3cial supvort in the record of oy experiznces withthem, vhich led nme to brenl »off,

“he advance is that they had as their major source Hugh Sloan and another still
inside the WH codeenamed "Ueep Throat." The lutter is mrovocative to the point where
one wonders if disclosure is another s3ep in promoting the books

Sloan eannot have been the souree of Lheir major stories. He can of the initdial
onas and of gouc subsequent ones. Sloan has much to gain from now spueardig to be
white hatted. I nave no present hwich ho Deep Throat may be, The name sy, in fact,
be designed to doceive with stiention focused on the resl idenptification of Sloon.

Playboy has a thres-month time sproad that I sUpPpose can te shortened but it
appears unlikely that this story was nos done long belore Baker went puniic with
his charges of a Posi-Cli connection,

I an ceriain that the Post's source for the etory I'n sure they now regret having
printed, that when Hunt was wi-h CIi he d44é noliticsl spving for LY, wse Boker and
that Baker leaked the bum ateer 4o Woodward.

what is not seneraily known shout this pair is that Woodward is the conservative
and Bernsteln the 1iberal, Woodward would have no troubls getiing along with Brker,
“hotpson and corpANY.

There ip always great tenptation to do whatover will vromote, particularly a book
that has so much noney riding on it. Pnis may make drawing concluasions for this story
difficul® or oven misleacing.

Howewer, 1 think the story should be gone over with great onve becuune of the
character of the Post's reporting, which tapered o1l oo fast ana was too selective.

+It did not have anti-CIa or anti-FBI storiss, for exanple, when both were calied for.
It prénted texts that had to be interpreted and veve not. In the most grevous case in
doing this it covered CIA, Example: Cushman's taning of Hunt's first visit after he
Joined WH ataff.

Both Woodward anid Bermstein refused to follow leads I had elresdy followed to their
end on the CIA anc domestic activity. Woodward seid he hed been unable to do anything
with the Littauver lead, which is absolutely false for it was easy, and dernatein rofused
to follnw the Washin ton end vhen I gave 1% to him, In fact, when he dddn't, 1 offered
to show hin a way around the confidence I had to keep that would not have involved me
in a violation of confidence. If either had done vhat any reporter should have done, the
potential is almost limitless,

Une key to the whole thing is that they never did any real investigating. They used
lsaks only and they may have spent an enormous amount of time cultivating and coniirming
theme “hus they had to serve the interests of the leakers. and the gertain fact is that
they and the Post always protected the CIA, the FHI and the Yopartuent of Justice, Pube
ting twe and two together points to sources.

Bsker's only charge of which i know is that Sennett was & source. Phe Post aumits
this 1¢ trues I know enough of whet “ennett could have told then snd did tell others and
was avallable to then $o validate baker's suspicion purtly charged in public. Such things
as depositions arc standard sources ang oue of Bemnett's depositions does include what
Was news under any circumstances, & tracing of Hunt's early movenents, his disapiearances
and his terms for retuning, More, his desire and what thwaried it for a wnils,

This armounts to a charge of unserupulous reporting and that is the essence of isker's
charge. Hy view that thic dia a2 iikely srea of lixorian counteratiack is unchenged. fhis
2vory cordng after the sood treatment Nixon is getting over the tax bsuiness can triiger it.




